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FOREWORD TO THE KING NEVER REIGNS

The ¥ing Never Reigns an incisive dramatization of the
Uneasy lives of sovereignrulers, aplly demaonsirates the saying
ureasy lies the head thal wears a crown bul it goes beyond
thus 1o show why Human baings are insatiable and ambitious
by natire

The play 1= vibrant in plot as well as language: Its poetic
diaibgue reflects the motivations of the characters Masteriul
vse of proverbs pontibutes to the overall impact of the play.

In The Aing Never Remgos Dan Chima Amadi has
demonstrated unusual dramatic skidls that renind the reader of
ther Elizataethan England aram:at sts
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Institute of &fricay Studies
Utiwveraily of Nigens NsUkka



The King Never Reigns

— —

Nanakaan:

Oriji:
Ogadi:
Chinenye:
Oduagu:
Kelechi:
Chinanu:
Veronica:

Okoroagu:

Dimgba:

Okenmuo!

Okete:
Abogida:

OTHERS

LIST OF CHARACTERS

King af Onoro

Queen of Onoro

Prince of Onoro

Princess of Onora

Mother of the Princess

Eriend of Chinenye and daughter of Chief Megideya
A qirl and the apple of Nanakaan's dream
Mother of Ketechi and wife of Chiel Megideya
Soolhsayer

Head of the Ammy

Messenger of the king

Palace Courtier

Palace Guard

Chiefs, suldiers, palace courliers. dancers, flutist, gevernment
officials and audlence.



-
-

e Hirg Never Befgns —— =

|

[}

ACT 1
Scene One

In@rovelconr Ghef Megideyais in 2 parden He noksup and
doawrs Ihed) he imptecig s palms behind his'back He DiErcaiet’s
W mumiie King Nepakaan sights tim. hesitates (e moves
MEarer to eavess o

ChefMeqguieva Mushrooming a kingdon) is ke nolding a
visor before 3 face Moarely like halding
vassale with an army. Avista may hald a
spark of hope, bul too many small
kingdoms ara ke foo many shor men
They like 1o quske ke (inadoes Engage
gianls ir Lattias pyer noething
(Besficulating) Reslinssness s ther lof
Obstinacy ¢ thar oroed  Trey necks
sprain each himea lika crames :inrd torloises’
necks. Because thsy feel hey are
abandoned =ach line 4 man louks i ther
way or refuse: 1o pay them homage Wy
does the king wunt this? Dominion 1s ever
attended 1o by envy. All ther and in Iy and
chatms,

(King Nanakaan coughs and Chiaf Megideya s startled, he
turns round to face the king)

Megideya, Oid you call Your Highness!

Nanakaarn What dhid | hearyousay Chiaf Megideya?

Megideya IGathering his breath) Nothingl Nothing,
Your Highness | only speak to unburden
rmy mind

Nanakazn Were you makinga jest of aur autoNomous

COMmMmunities?
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‘Megideya

NManakaan

Megideya

Nanakean

No, Your Majesty FHow could |7

Then know It taday Autonomous
Communities will altract aovernment
amanties Modern Slales glve
endowments based nn the multiplicity. of
BUlEmoMmous communilieEs

| know that. Your Highness!

| shall take no miusing befure my throne 01
take any back lash or hateful dersion
About this proposal we all sat  you
included all collectively Approve we did
Aye we all shouled even when | as the king
advised cauticn Aye (et \he air yours
noluded That apart, all thnse proposed
autonomous commumtes  which  you
dende and call vassals are my subjects
you included, then and now. Above all

. they pay homage lo me: Linturn pay to thes

state at Enugu Thanks 1o Lord Lugard

(Chigt Megideya hesitates and ui respect and confusion
crosses fis arms over his breasts;

Megideya

Nanakaan

Megideys:

I domt understand. Your Highness
What s if that you do not Uunderstand?

Er—er your outburst

{ The king looks at him trom head lo toe and shakes his head)

Nanakaan

You hold the hopourable title *Dikenagha’,
ane and only conferred un you by US
Musing 15 a dangeraus hehaviour when a
man holds a king's mandata that Is
authority and recognilinn
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Vearioy

Nr.:i T |abe LT

Yos Your Majesty|

If you know that, then you must come to
the arehan the King's Court or the general
assembly to ar your opirien and naot hide
inthe king's garden and make war on his
throne

(Chief Megideya lowers his head in canfusion)

Megideya

Nanakaan

Megideya.

Nanakaan

Megideya

If that 15 what Your Highness means, did
Your Highness consider the unity of the
cammunities?

(Beals hus palms logether)

Ase help me! Q)iyr save mel We are
dancing to the hythm of a modern state.
and you are Iooking for excreta in the anus
of a2 dead man VWhere did you ever see
natives argue with gun men? [(Chief
Meagideya moves back as he pronounces
the dafes) Since 1BS7. 1924 1929 and
recently on the floor of the Constituent
Assembly?

(in recogmtion) | accept the people’s
verdict, Your Highness.

Oh-Oh! Why den't you go and argue with
them! Why don’t you wave an olive branch
in the bush fire® Tell me Chief Megideys,
why do your people no longer wear the
llon's skm?

It1s history, Your Highness, itis history
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T o TA L= wnu forgel so sn R L I..'hr:'—j_
Magldeya Wecovar Pmzi ingnyre 1o eal

s miiiss

ST AR TE Wiia Emaiagh, Yesf i it 11 psanimigh
fow are inothe ght 4 ame e (s ke
sy mnal Blast i batwean wialis

P ) T
NGEUELEET Rut e gs dissspin foa kiong's palace |t
e Ahie pitered g Bl 5 EGLrt
el Vil sl can o meligedio o ataskatbol mallel™
MASTAFTNIS T Aler, 1 can pradisposa b g Ihe ananks.of

weewls arid beglies

NAssLTil ferv s | e ik e torgiven . Yoor Hiphness Letthis
JSIN ReapOrate ke v O EIDET
Himat 1as ] Lt QIR

Meitindancan (iusterg) Whial 15 thal e 1hal | hear™®
(e dances to thetune et and sweet
snufitne music growsiouder)

Megideya Wiare ol i, Your Maesty. The Royal dance
i ke i aromaof @ delinious dsh

Nar=ikgars Uarce, Chief Megideya darce Danca
with me over this success Ovear the
creation of aulonemous communties
(Stops danging) Saan. we shall have a
vastar dominion. ruled over by loyal
subjects | did not fead it 1 bocks My
father tald me himselt When the wai came
from Deribema wassals faved him
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Vegideya

Nanakaan

AvtbnoImous  pommunifies  are modef
day vassals (The king laughs loudly) My
father did not lese & soul {he vassals stosd
ke stiglds Whan slaves sarvied offie
men, there  was meaning In dominions
and Kingdoms  Now you want slavery
abalished' Men have rever been equal
What men have always done (& bring eid
'aeas ih fresh skins. If | had lived ther
slavery would never, never Uty this day
be sbolshed There are men fil only to
serve Noother honpur befits them Others
are bornto rule Like me Chief Megideya |
have never kngiwn sefvitude 'Only bomn 1o
De serven] How do you Chief Meqgieya
call the king of Denbema reyal? Such
minstrels should have been siaves in my
ceurtand labiowrarsin my farms

if some men 35 you sald should be either
kings or slaves may | ask what de oL call
inlermediate subjecis like me?

(Comes closer and pecks him gently with
tis fan} You are intermadiate as you say
Never a kirg and never a slave Yot lower
or bigger of either You are fit 1o be a
messenger! To be accorded honewr and
Accolades as you perform You must not
misunderstand me Chief Megideya That
YOU are no slave 15 an Monour Yol are
weadhk too bad far hard lBbour So nature
and |, King Nanakaan haye elevated you a
Chief Amember of my royal cabinet, As for
a king. do not desire t It 1s a heaviar
burden than that of a slave. For this wa
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Megideya

Nartaksarn

Nangkaan

Okete

Nanakasan

Okere

Fave anshined a princigls Lo 8= sy
caifl primogenitural Thet a5 oo e T ag,
my sofy riles My sers the very Ol T
spare the Kingdnm of olodled e
ddyocated this procaemar= Lih=anwise !

you have any rayally no sy will assal
gt remgn fyouascend imy throlie

| have naambition, Yot Maiesty

The throne s not vacant Chiet Meadeya
(& messenger Okete rups Ty INE aEna
s head.covered with gust The kg stops
Al e s oy, standds up Go0 rasos 1S
head (n command He [ fafipwed wv hiot
pursuit by Abogidla, wilh a 503 saond

(Raises his Hand'in ctisifisnd) Nov yer,
Abogida. Notyet Do et tahieo i NG,
met watll this displeasiire nas o cassn A
eaysa withioul effect |s as grciols 3= an
effect withou! a cause Pt oo o i
command, contam every snliy mniel gale
Seelo it that no enemy escapos Aling sd

king so long as his kingdam = setletd

( The messenger lies onihe grourncy e ?
You are here to kill us with adoiation Do
not overtax our patience Now rige Lelimnes
know what the Cause 15

(Does obeisance) As the king (Ives (may he
relgn Noevil shall betallyoul kingdoim

Yes (He pecks the lying mar)

AntslArmslAnts! Asea ot inem |
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Nanakaar
(kete:
Nanakaan

Chele

MNariakaan

Abogida

MNarnakaan

Amts? Whal did you say?
Ants. Your Majesty!
Arts Whal abolit them?

They have taken our own arm of the
vilage They are advancirig as an army
over & plain Blg black ants, soldier
headed You peed to see lhem OQOlled
solther-headed ants as fresh as newly
created nnes May the king reign!

My Godl Fust, yod Ipcurred our
displeasurs. by your riotous entry Now
you sel the aity ablaze with news of an
advancing army of ants! (The King nses
He extends tis arrm and Abogrda places a
sword cnit) Aboglaa’

Yaur Excellency!

Rise Takethis arm!With a stroke, not two,
bensad the  baboon. Then feed hls
carcass to the hounds. Better still leave il
on the plam To awail the advancement of
the ants VWhich shall watch as vultures
feed on his despicable remains. While |
rule on this, |et there be no plea if men
have degenerated to the level of pigs, we
wash tham n the mire. We do nol nead
subjects gonllas; who runaway from ants!
Ants? Even an ember without flame can
stop the advancement of any anl, be they
as fumerous as sands on a t:Each And
ubnquitous as Southern Ocean. Whatl
What a day! That | King Nanakaan, will
stand unhorzed because of mere ants

Ants! Srmoke Kitchen smoke. meresmoke
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scare gway any ant Holdier-ants do "ot
sae whanwe sl sioke 2gansttihem

Abogida. Your Exceliency Now?
Nanakaan. Naw!
Abogida (Raising the sword'to behead Dheteas two

peaple run into the glace. one a womarn)
Nanakaan Another set of UpstartsT Abngdal
ManandWoman  AntsiAntsl Ants! May the Kingreign

Nanakaan (Rising) Abogidal 1el us have a3 swilter
slaughter' Naw two mane call

Abogida Yes, Your Excellency! [As Abogrda rases
the sword a noise from women and
children are heard from the palace! See
Your Excellgney!

Narigkaan [mis s no more news? Where ate Ihi
ants™

Crowd All over the town We are displaced

Nanakaan Then King Denbema must be hetind this

(Laughs) Instead of (ributes and
allegiance. he defies me Abogidal Get my
horse saddled We shall not fight ants of
locusts But Derlbema's armyl To
slaughter them this day We shall reduce
Derbema nhabtants to ants Wash the
blade of our swords with the tears of their
wives and children Abagidal The horses, |
say!
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(Flottish and uproar! G Kng 1= Jreal
He fumes and smokes: While Det e
calches cold (They smg) Women with
balls hght Deribama battles

Qe e h (Heis clad in a wardress) Derlbema, hare
we come (He raises his hand in
command). Let's go (The crowd rishes
Gt

(Lights out).
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Act1
Scene Two

DGAD| walches acolony of girls heading forine wilage strean
with calabashes under ther armpis He hestafes, e
advances lowards them Chirisnye lowers her stens angd seorn
trails behind

Cigadh (Locking around, he touches Chinenye by the
shoulder]

Chinenye (Frowning) What s thal tolich o

Cigach Itis asan and asong

Chinenye A song? Peaple sing with ther mouths and
nol withyibier hand

Ogah Atouch ol peace Iwill say It spedks my mind

Chinenye Let it be the last If you want to scratoh

affection. why steal 1? Be brave and behave
like other sansiblemen Soiook for awite

Ogadi | Hrve het now

Chinenye: Then advance towards her What [don't [ike is
thievery touches: If youwant 1o know, | am not
free

Ogach (Startled] True? That miust have been a lew
hours ago

Chinenye An hour or acentury. be catelulwith another s
wife

Ogath (Looking worrted) Tell me my anue! i< it eally

e
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clgad kg e Yel gige med Iiltle time

Gttty eoprtlon e ave menow fwillscream

Cigacd) Sefusing e et her go) Ghlvonve we have

shogyoadt Darents

Chingnys That is vy business. Nisw lesgvs me (She
bedts Ugadrand broaks frpe !

Ogad Best meagam

Chinernye Mond ever toucn me aguamn Do veo hear? I
R R BT T E7 1Lt Py Byt

Ogady werfzd) T e b S Bk o Gheet

TEF1HTIYE

Chinenye. Aliiel e W Aar he MintFis Sds Swarn
with her ife Ay o want o a5 o g him
1o the village saucte unier the rain

Ogadi A date has besn fixed for the presentation of
the stalf uf office
Chinenye | do ot want {6 call your fathier s = because

heisaur rutes but fus plotwill never work

Ogach Will never work? wll tell you mote. You will be
my wife and | shall reign aftes my father

Chinenye (Looks at tim with contempt) Will you marry
gnothar man s wife?

OCqadi You are netther engaged nor marned. You
know that Chinanye | have told my falher and
I have histonsent
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Chinenye

Ogadi

Chinenye

Ogadi.

Chinenye

CdaaEch

Chrnernye

Cigad

Chinenye:

Cgadr

Chinenye.

Ogadi,

(Showing anger}. You can tell the
government | shall marry whomsoever |
desire

Clapping) Thatis me Chinenye You wall be
my Quesn

Whomsoever [ will marry must never think of
this madness This courtly idea thal evaryona
15 & subjeat ta him

Evetyone in Onorots my father s subject now,
including you and | After that. we shall reign
and all others shall pay us homage

[amino one ssub@ect fyouare etithe.

Yoo will no longer go to the stream to fetch
water Everyone will be doing your bidding

(With hier hands on herwaist) Did | complain?
| eave me alone Ugadi There are so many
girls in this village Go after them with your
vain ambition See, my mates have left me
(She beagins to walk away).

(Following behind) | 'will see you o the
stream

No Go back You want the giris to follow me
hiome with gossips?

Promiseand | will go back
Promise what™

Thatl you will marry me. That henceforth you
will adimit my advances
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ey

Ulgad
Chineniye

Ugaor

Ltuneniye.

Ogach

Clinernye

Lidtues,

Lhiaer ye

Cietuaay

Chinenye:

Ochuaalr

Chinenye.

COduagu

Lhinenye

Stops suddenly) | thought you ware joking
Ugatdi Now | kriow you are mad. Go awiy
blEase

(Pufls ber backwards! Wait. Give your word
Vit word'?

Your love yaur prom ise
Leaveme (She breaks loose)

(Watches ter ga and lpoking unhappy At a
distance he watches the girls singing back
from.the stream: Edch looks him over and
e walks away)

[Walks into thewr compond Cduagt) runs o
assIst Ner)

Sweal duughter My daugnies! Gently!
Gently Pul it hgre o

(Streched her neck and removes the head e
anher head)

{Bnings bariang to her daughter)

Thanks mather
Befors tong, this daily exercise will stop

(Sfops suddenly from peeling the banana)
Whalt do yaumean mather?.

Thut youwlll suon stop doing fhis

Evenwhen|marry ' shall fetch my own water
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Ciduagu
Chinenys

GdusEgy

Chuneye

[ [ L T

Chineniye
Oduagu

Chitignye
IR E Y
Chinenye

Otragu

Chinenye

@.ﬂgmg i hangon heroa U'thi?f s hnes) Yes.
iy o 412 Nata prncess

(ehanly! Lagkrmathen Qganrhas preposed
tar==artf hava < Tecietd hium

- s pest e oo not need 1o accept
bori ready Mo wotnan worth her saih dpes
\We have honouwr N our lineage

- 4L ven fhothe: | have so wounded his
cor thel - ain sure he Wil naver talk 1o me
Wt

e wlle When you wsnt to g stream. nis
bsler sant o massage that (hey widig Come
fuged oar ket dfays from ooy

Hesgoiig 10 My you. foitee o mea

Fpignly) LRIER PoUr madinRss s Leaun

[ Fegins o sabl Wl o cile Byven dsk formy
conegl | theforearranging to sell me off?

i he message was tirst sent to your tather He
nas accepted Ogadi He has been nominated
the illage chigl

(Stopsoryrmg Al last?
Yes Wilelyouslie”?
eyt want s thing miother (Capdicdly]
Rerquss | have rejected Ogadi's proposiion

| efos it warlt hifn to feel | amnow acnephing
funt benawses | want ko e a prniess
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Oduagl

Chinenye

Cduagis

Chinenye:

Oduagu

Chinenye

Oduagu

Chinenye

Oduagu

Chinenye
Cduagu
Chinenye
Cduagu

Chunenye

What 15 wrong with that? Anyway do not
worry my daughter | shall do the rest | shall
give him the impression that | prevailed on
LY

(Jh melther!

Yes my daughter! You must know that before
any man, allwomen come together

But is that not like plotting against them?

It 1s not Every hen must run away from the
cockerel. He must gel har through some
efforts

Does that nol sound like pretext mother?

(Signaling her daughter to keep quiet) Lef
them run afterus. itis what gives us joy

Ohmather!

You must adorn your face from now onwards.
No man should see you squatting until Ogadt
takes you home

Why are you so particular, mother?

Because the rump of 8 hen extites (he
cockere!

(Cocks her head) Mother?

Where a man lives, hi walls round.

| know mother. fram naw it is always Ogadi -
Ogad



The King Never Reigns 16

Cduagu

Chinenye

Oduagu
Chinenye

Qduagu.

|want you to love him His memory must enter
your marrow ’

And what if the marriage does not come up In
ihe end?

What if you die before then?

Thatwill be the end

If the marnage does not come up there are
other young men who will come after you

Come. |et us go ta the kitchen

“Lights Out"
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Act 2
Scene One

King Nanakaan sis on & higher thrane alife thiee hewty
instatled chiats sit ona lower beach facng var Two slaves
orie on the nght and the other on the gl fan e vl fans mackc
of raffia Betund them. the people sit King Narmaiiall ades not
stand but rachates royaity,

Nanakaan

Today acearding toout rule anad the wishes o
the slate. vou are now chiefs For the saxe of
our people we have nreated new gominions
cach sovereigh, ye! 8 depuly subect 10 me.
my distart eye To oversee our vasldoman
My ayes rove bl wih a ime With you the
fanyea s witer

[(ancers enter the stage. beal drims dnd sliower eNcomiyms
dn King Nanakaan: He waves and then acknewiedges wili iis

horse fall!

And then yut re@n must be (herouigh and
more pircumspect You mustne firrmwilh your
sugieats  Yalr prongupcement musl be

splemn Yet once given | s irrevocable A

king is nnt sold for a penny His
profpuncement gives Nim away All aver the

lamd we hear of rebelion Novassal braaks
away excepl the soveregn telters For men

know a shaky foundatinn when they see one
They hoid and lay siege anrd ram against |ts
fmothald Te bring it nio subjugation Nations
have risen against natons Colomes have
toppled empires Kings Siew kings Just as
siiplests siew kings. Tha best has naet come
frem men Nelther lave we seen the wnrs]
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The people

MNanakaar

The people

Nartakzan

The people

Manakaan

Nanalkaan

More kmgdoms woula be founded Many
shall flounder and fall away Bul anly the
fittest stirvives

Long live the Kingl Lang e King May your
reign be longet

(Stanis) Sound the trumpel! {The trumpet is

heard across the stage The king dances and
the newly installed chiefs folfow wr the roval

dance Dancers reappear and drunis vibrate

onthe stage)
Long live the King!l.ong Live’

[Waves, and every riusic stiops) We make no
new law Only the echies aof the oid
reverberate Aquarter of your taxesLumes to
my court Al the end of the year here we
meet lke loday We have divided the
community bt not mutilate \he people We
remain a single peaple all lsyal to me (He
footis af the subjects, Ihen sits down)

Long live the king! Lang livel (Each of the new
chiefs comes forward and shakes hands with
the King with tus fan)

Let the trumpet usher our childien The bride
and the groom come, today we celsbrate a
multiple victory (The trumpet 1s hearod and
Chingnye and Ogadi come on stage They
are followed by a retinue of officials and brdal
trair)

(Ogadi and Chinenye kneel before him and
he fans them) Today we present the pringe
and beside himia bride stars dot oo darmain
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Yet anly one shines The sun 18 @ senior star
The moon is tus bnide Let all rebellions be
unheard Let no fear hreak ovar them
O-Okoro achata O

Those an the hill top
(-Okoro-achala

Those onthe valley

Qkoro-achala

Thosewhorefuse thesongofAse
May Ase il them

Ase give them malaria

Keep them in-doors

May vou not kil our awn children.
Vegelables caome i aheap
But fill the pot

Yef do not il the stomach

We have kep! Ihe cups

Bul we have nol poured the wine

Our greltoday and always

Is onthe account of death

QOur hunters up getup!

Be quick

The kites ara sailing

We are children of Egbuch

Whakills the cockerel

But does not fight over its carcass.

(The King waves 1o the dancers who enter the stage and begin
a solemn performance When he waves , they stop)

We have asseinbled bul are nol complete
Not all have reported

You fertility delty, we call onyou

Take our maiden, give them fruits
Weareagreattibe

Who teach olhers dance songs
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Laarn s seng, natus

Arimals do not follow the gorilla when he
begins the waist relaled dance

Becausa anmals which follow Lhe sparrow
Die inthe stress of flight

W are hol froutlgmaksrs

Anyone wha find.: our lrouble
Seesusinform

No bird =ings belter than us

We have gone (o the Odoko spring

Whare tha sky splits into two

Onegoes up the other down

(The trumpel sounds and he stops, looks round)

Rise young pnnce | Ogaol nses)
Riseyouny malden (Chinenye nses)
WhanIrise you sit

Linder the heatof the sun

When my anceslors line up

And | join i response (o 2 call

Which all men must answer

Sweal youwll not leave the people desolate.
Yau will not leave the heath Undefended
Thatwhen the King of Dernbema

1 he womanwith balls between nis thighs
Sends ants and locusts

You Dgad will rnse in defense

And take his ivestock as booty
Thetermte is never to be feared

It s ever our food

The people Lang live the King' Long livel
Nanakaan (Stgnals arid a tray with a sword and horse laif

15 brought tofum. He hands over the sword to
Digadi and the horse tail to Chinenye)
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The people

Nanakaan

Long live Ihe king' Long live.

(Begins to dance as the music gets louder,
ltater Ogaay and Chinenye Jjoin, and then
everyone)

“Lights Out”
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Act 2
Scene Two

The Kingis.on the throne: surrounded by courtiers. Six soldiers
posihon themselves at his service The prince enters, full of
rayalty tHe watks swiftly, then enicrges before the King He
looks rotind.

Cgad|: My father! Lel your presence be siripped of
soldiers and courtiers for a son wishes o
Fave awarc with his father

Nanakaan. The tree cannot be stripped of all foliage
Ogadi Forawhilefather for a while
Nanakaar Fer awhile? How long will that be? You do not

krow what you are  asking Same have
askedfora while and secured for themselves
all eternity {Jthers have given a while and lost
out for all sternity Which then are you
asking? A lhrone as you must come lo know
cannot be without courtiers as the honey
must not be without bees. (Looks round)
Leave Us a while bul keep an eye on the
throne & king cannot be without his royalty
Stripped of all royalty. he stands naked before
the world (The courfiers and soldiers
withddraw) What is it san? ‘'What craves so
much for attentior) and waters down your
sleep?

Ogadr | have come to thank the king for making me
your hair A prince | have been but you have
put mein & line uf succession But father, who
saking?



Th King Never Reigns

= __4&d

MNanahkaan

Dagadi

MNariakaan

Ogadi

Nanakaan,

Ogad

Nanakaan

(Stands. displays fus royally. then paces
ardund) B king s the most important gerson in
e world He s next anly o Gad He is ane
Hho mighl have e borm ordinanly: but s
destined w die great Once he |s elevated he
nat anly assumes the thione but his children
pecome princes and princesses From the
oppressed class he anters the ctlass of
nppressors From being the one te sefve, he
becomes the one ta be served. A king 1s not
sold for a perny Are you the one to ask 1his
guestion Ogadi?

|want to know its relevance father Seeing all
the havor it has caused inour community with
pyefy aulonomous community torn 1o shreds,
what elsecanlsay?

I thie world, you eltner be the cause of the
harmathan of become the welim 16 be swept
away Dy s haze Let the king be served and
[atallmen liein wall befare mm

Butwhoisto ascendthe throne?

He is the mast able, the ane that has the
MEans.

But must it be reserved for the rich?

The potir must nat ask for the throne They
must net come near it The King must watch
carefully the ambition of the poor If he eyes
the throne. then the incumbent must die For
the roadto the kingdom for the poor s through
blood and battles
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Ogaai:

MNanakaan

Ogadi

Nanakaar

Ogach

Nanakaan.

Ogadl

Nanskaan

Father you were once poor &nd you
ascended (hrough the concession of the
people

That is difterent. Ogadi That s different Ang
Jou must not put the conscrence of ihe king ta
test The pnor must not be yiven the ige way.,
for allmen are capable

But why did God create kingdoms?

God did not create any kingdom It s the
making of men If men were o have thermway,
they would oust evan God

Iz ot mob then bettat I we elavale waomen
nstean?

What s that thing you sdid' 1s the prince oul
of tus mind? The throng belongs o women
and they are Ine powers behind 1 That (s
mmore than encagh for a partner whn knows:
more aholt the power and the thrana The
tlay wormen wiench power from mie [hey will
be served foralletermity | haveto say this and
that Is for all ime All the noise aboul the
powers of a king (s to be found In the women
in his life or the one about to enter it For the
ambition s first with her, then she hands i
ovel to um - First in a playful act. then in a
frenzy A woman |s never without emotion
Without emotion she 1s as dangerous as an
adder The throne ls withoul honour and
Intrigue without womer

Thenwho (s aking father whoisaKing?
He 1= @ man bermn of a woman wha s a

sregture af a woman and must die for his
oreatal
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Ogad.

Nanakaan

Ogad

Nanakaamn:

Ogadi

Nanakaan.

Ogaar,

Nanakaan

Dgead

Nanakaan

Cgadi

Does that include my mother 7
{Laughs) Is she not awomian?

There must be excepnons o the rule Suraly,
notallwomen ars that ambilicus

True Not all wormen ars that ambitious. But
no woman is without guile That is the
weapon Therein then lies the kingship and
leadership.

Whal role did my mother play in your
mstallation?
She made meaking The peopleobeyed her

How? Bul the people nominated you? | was
aneyewitness to that

Yes they did And who are the people? Do
they not include women™

| dant understand you, father | don't think |
understand this your cpinion about women

Son, you must know this and that 1s for all
time No man knows any woman Bul they
know us Even Christians say that the man
was-asleep when she was created The only
persons who know any womman are God, the
other woman ani the woman In question
herself

(Deeply troubled He folids his arms across
tis chest). If the ambition 15 to be found ina
woman, [hen the first (e be caurted s a
woman
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Nanakaan

Ogadi.

Nanakaan

No: She 1s thefirst to be feared. First for what
she says Ihat she must do Second. for what
shewants that she mustget The answerisin
love. Love the woman and she will give you
het ambition For natlre has senht a life-boat in
their support. Andthat s our ifelne

| must take my decision along and not bring
her in.

No! Justice 1s not alone but must be found in
the company of men and women. Only
ansure that while taking decisions you are
never i odoubl Once in doubtl then do
nothing Doubt is dvine intervention 1o show
inequity And the king must not be unjust

{Lights Qut)
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Act 2
Scene Three

I the King's garden He Is seen walking up and dowrl The
soidiers are alittle withdrawn frem him

Nanakaan

Dkamiue

Nanakaan

(kemiio

Namakaarn

Chunenye

Nanakaarn

Chinenye

Nanakaan.

Who s there™
Didyou call, Your Majesty?

What do youmean by Did you call? Sandfor
the princess.

Yes Your Majesty: (Eat)

(He turns with head bowed! Will she agree?
Vinhat it she refuses? No shame should attend’
the King

(Enters) Yaou sent for me  Youw Maesty
(Ranhhg)

The King 15 never withoul reguests How s
our prinaess”?

(With eyes averted) Al 1s well Your Majesty
Yaur will s my cammancd

Maorming angel Well spokert Dur decision in
bringing you In has conlinued o be a
blessing Ogad) s now always at home You
have caged him You have put the eagle high
al the iree-top whete he sees Ihe vast
landscape
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.

Chinenay

VAR

Cinnenye

Wettiakaath
Ly
Ruanahiadn

W TN YT

Nanakaan

Gunsnye.
Nanakaan:

(hinenye

Dt thee contiany, Your Magesly - o iy
2t 1 tha are plessed Yeul onm e npil o
4| seasne

Alightine sl seasans™ Mo Yo s piaces
=i s chest A Bhght anviows s rerae MW
navor ments and s molher arad 1 have
acknnwledgod that You saw Do the warnld
adored our kingdem Your beauty cut-snmed
thye sllvary of the early mersing s

(Rifishies) | am tHatiered . Your Mazsty Yiw
made 3l thal pessible Yol sel ™me rghan =
padestal You encasad your sun on this prim
al fEwegdem Yoo Bigsseg 1 WiiE gk
yloiry andd tha nghl o sucsre yeu

That s wnat mefits a5 Whn wis 1t airl whs
Attendaed W ynu™
My friend My ehilrdtoud jrsna

i et fon stve even a2 T

She 15 withidraw, Your Midlesiy Brovsanly a
uttle giri

Lftle giri? N, she'is not. Shalsii buircl 1 agree
ready for a flight Her legs were well uhseles
and her back straight like the nunches oF &
fine horse

Your Maj@sty’

Bring her ta me!

‘But she isonlyalittear] Your Majest
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Nanakaiin

Chinenye.

Nanakaan

Chinenye

Nanakaan

(hinenye

MNanakaar

Chimenye

Nanakaan

Little qurl? Are you a little qir? Such is it only
lor Ihe royal tamily | want 1o make Het My
wits

Yes Your Majesty! | will seek ner consent

| don't want to hear of her approval | want her
hand inmarnage. [wanl hef in the foyal cour
Now you have opened a way tor her Send for
her immediately

Yes Your Majesty

Until she comes and | agree with her the
matler Is between you and | (Mer none of i
to a soul And that will inciude your nusbas
and the gueen

Yes Your Majesty
Yau may go now
(Curtsres and exits)

The king's matter isamust The matter before
the king is @ minor. The king should do as he
pleases He should have whal he wants But
a brazen King may not have all the women he
wants - for the lever in women blunis the sharp
edges of kings. with their wiles. with their
smiles which they sheath the power o the
throne | shall have her but she will have
access to the throne. The queen's place is not
threatened Her place is secured. | want 1o
reach more enhds and make more families
royal The'king's glory (s tus vast assemblane
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1R pomnca -cannel veir  oppostien. Wil
wald he compliin abodl? He hos the
kit acom giter | must have bowed my ext He
can then margy as mony 38 ne wans  To
sevlre his ascens|ct | have made b e |
favrne faar, (Lignts fade:
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Act 2
Scene Four

e tiome of the mather of the pnncess s belter made now
Odluagu s sithng with her legs stretched out. She s ealing com
and pear Chinenye stndes in and mother and daughter are
oekedinembrace

Crtuagu

Chinenye

Ouagu

Chinenye:

Cicuangu
Clinenye

Chefuagu

Chinenye

Oduagu

Chirnenye.

Oduagu,

Since you made your way in, you have turmed
your back fo us: What did | do to you my
daughter?

Haw can you say that, mether?

Isitane®

Dont say that again mother, What are you
edling”

Have abie (They both sit!
It 15 tasty
How s Ogadi?

What can be wrong with him? He is busy
doltingonme

I warnt a child

| don't want to talk about that The king sent
forme

He did? That is as it should be
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Chingnye

Oduagu

Chinenye
Odiiagu
Chinenye

Ohdisagu

Chinenye

Oduagu

Chinenye:

Cduagu.
Chinenye
Cduagus
Chinenye

Oduagu

He said | shuld nat vaica it 1o 2 soul, Bl | am
worned He askedme tnsend for Chimanu v
friend Hewantstomiike har bvs wifel

His wife? Whal doez ha need amoth= w s
for™?

| don 't know:

You must not grant the request

What excuse will | give™

Tell him that she has refused Ityou acceedto
the request and she gels a male chilld. he car
use him 1o replace your husband The las!
wife iz ever the favounte wife VWith that your
husband may never become king and you a
queen

What if he refuses”

| &t hirm go and sleep with the sea goddness!
He s so confident he will have her

Tell him what | said

He s the king Cananyone refuse im?
Therefusal has begun

VWhat If he reaches her himself?

How many times did you see the king al the
village squarg?
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Chinenye

Mover]

Orfulagi Never than ean he reach her lumisalf
Chinenye Lel metell him first
Oduagis: ellhim Befirm

(Lights Fade}
( The King (s still in the garden His passive face lights up when
Chinenye enters)
Nanakaan Morming ange! When d'd she sav she would

Chinenye

Nanakaarn

Chinenye
Nanakaan

Chinenye

Nanakaan

Chinenye

comeloma?
she has not agread Yo Maye sty

he has notagraed ™ Who s her futher? That |
want 1o make her my wile s a blessing What
does thewrete! - a2

Shehasamanip: o life

She: has man n het fife? Wi s the hoy?

sShe has refused to-disclose his name, Your
Majesty

(Fumes) No to a king 15 yes lo reprisal
actions The wretch must know | am the king!
Bring her father to me|

(Kneels down) May | find favour in your sight,
Your Majesty. Let him go Do not purush a
father who has nol prodded a daughter
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Nanakaan

Chinenye

Nanakaan

Chinenye
Nanakaan
Uhinenye

Hing Nanakaan.

But he stands to be =t alse Let hin, kipow
what they aall miss

Please. Yout Majest,

A lltle airl! How zan a liltle aifl say o .

wise girl will staop to ses the two nuts:
miake a3 King!

Please Your Majasty.

Yau may legve me now

(Fxit)

(With head bowed) Did she really tell her?
Womeril With them, you can never know' |
shall seek her out myseli | shall assure
myself she has refused me | shall nat inflict a

daughter s guilt on her father | shall be
falr

{Lights Fade)
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III': l:-: J:J L
3 p=hild

e her chanr

CHinen Ve
Cgad
Olinesiye
{ }Qf"ﬁ'ﬁ

Chinenye

Ogadi
Chinenye
Ogad

Chinenye
Keleoh

Chinenye

At 2
Scene Five

s ronm, Chipenys s worasd She gets upand
Arddaw, Satisfiellthat o oreus seming, Shs etins

What ( he loaks for hur himss P2 That means tha)
will ba bramdedaliar What do oo now'™?

(Entersi What s this frmauent visit ta the king for®
Do youwishtoreplace my Trbare

[y < SOt o My el mfl L srersanal
Iriatle

Peteonal imalier? ard i canmol i discussedwitls
e

OhOmad whydoy dale (ke na?

Persenal matters soon beowne valy privais
matters [dun't ik [hixe thal

Yaur fathet ik he king Can tihe priocess hinve o
private audipnce with e <ng?

Yes shecan BUlitcannotbe onan issus thia! th
prince has no knowleage of

Yel - (knocks) Who s |7
Enters) Greetngs (She embraces Chingnye).

It seeme |ike anes Why da yoi keep away?
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Kelachi

Chinenye

Kelechi
Chinenye

Kelechi
Chinenye

Kelech
Chinenye

Helech

‘Chinenye.

Kelecht

Chinenye:

Kefechi!

Chinenye.

Kefecht.

Chinenye:

Kelechi

Chinenye

My father and his endless errards

Follow me now. (They withdraw) Kelech | am in
trouble withithe king

I trouble with the King? What is it aboul™
Between youand |, can you keepitio yoursell?

Have | ever divulged any of your secrets? Tell me
No Youhave not,

What is it about?
The king is in love with Chinanu
in (ove with her? How did he come o know bier 7

During our marriage ceramony. when he
presented us tothe people.

But he never showed any sign hat he noticed
r‘llﬁ;t |s & man for you

Butwhat will you do?

That was why | senl for you.

Youwant to channel her over?

|don't know Advise me

You better nol. She may displace you from the
throne.

Bul the King is insistent.
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kel ELLJ
Chineriye

Kelech

Chinenye

Kelechi

Chinenye.

Kelechi
Chmenye

Kelechi

Chinenye

Wil| b take her by force™
What it nereaches her himsaif?

Bul he doas mot know her name except you tell
Py

| chid not

You are always telling me stories. What do you
have for me?

Letme bring you alittle food in a plate
Al leastio payfor the advice | have gwen yoll
(Riging ) Yes -oh (exit)

What is thus thing that the king has done? All
through that ceremony, | sweated to draw Mis
attention He never looked my way | thought |
had won hem overwher ha-patted my back. But
he was busy losing his wits over Chinanu. Men
are always animsls Vvhen you love them, they
dont understand nor reciprocate When they
love you thay sea. Hewill never have Chinanu.
She has been receiving loo much altention lately
But | top meed o be coyred. (Noise) You are not
lifting the-entire pat. | hope?

(Enters) Foryou lcando anything f youwere the
one the king gskedfor, lcould not have hasitated
But Chinand and her beawy make even uUs
WOMEnN envious
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Ogad) (Enters) What areyou W gos
" (ebeA 23dpi )"
Hualeoh It = abiout your fluture our greal rince
Ogal Tell mieabout il
Kelechi Ate you aware that your father 1s in love with
Chinanu?
Ogad N he tannot be Whatwill he need her for?

Ketech To marry her, out areat prifice, 1o marry hisl
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Chgadch

Kedecht

Ogach
Kelechi

Ogadi.
Kelech

Ogadi

Chinenye

Ogadi

To rrarry her? What will ha do with my mother?
Itis for God to say.

He will not marry her He cannal while | am alive.
The throne may be a mirage if he does. The last
wife is ever the favourite wife, If he has a son, ha
could replace you in line of succession,

| will kill Chinanu I | see her in this palace

It |s better to stop the tiger before I entars the
goats' village You might never have a survivor

after it has entered

My princess, you say nothing Are you in league
with him?

How can | be? | want him stopped Bul how can
you stop him when the king has expressly
forbidden me from telling you?

Leave thatto ms. He is my father

“(Lights Fade)"
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Act 2
Scene Six

n the throne He gets up and goes o his_garien

His aides follow He raises his hand ardd they slop:

Nanakaan:

Okenmuo.

Nanakaan:

Okenmuo
Nanakaan
Okenmuo

Nanakaan:

Okenmuo:

Nanakaan

| want to be by myself, (They withdraw) How
she refuse me? Did she really tell her? | can, "
believe it Who is thers!

(Enters) You called. Your Majesty?

This matter | want to tell you should be betwesan
you and | De you recall the lady the young
woman with the princess on the day of their
pres.entatmn'?

ves |recall, Your Majesty!

Whiat is har name”?

Chinanu, the daughter of Ogbuefi Chakwas|
Send for her immediately Tell her she has avery
important message |0 attend to and can anly See
me at dusk Tell her 1o request a private
audience

Yes, Your Majesty (Exit)

Now shall we know what the fulure portends;
whether to trust the princess of lo keep an eye on
her The King must not be made jest of. His word
is law Whal the kingwants he must have

(Lights fade)
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Okenmuo

Nanakaan

Okenrmio

MNanakaan

e il

to receive hef Then o et hel to my sty
under \he cloak of darkness e pains shatl bo
rewarded

Thanks Your Majesty

Put away 4l ohslacles Lst e bs put @t padu
Bar all movemeants to my sl

Yes Your Majesty (Exit)

| cant beheve i Can it really be trug” | snall

warm my way rto har sweel tender heart ol
tather | shall elevate 10 be one of my chiets. She
chall be my idol | shall coil behing hed to forge
ihe bony structures of the queen The gueen s i
decaying edifice Nature should never pe Unkind
10 women by allowing them to grow old The oidat
they become the more the quile and irrahonal |
want all that out of the waytora while! | shalltake
her soft palm and leach hir oyalty, Har baauly
<hall streteh from one kingdom o the other N
that the princess has proved yntrustworthy
shall use her to equal appeal She shallsete ths
link She shall serve the purpese But more of
that later T AE S L

(Lights Fade)
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Act 2
Scene Seven

The King Is walkeng in the garden He sees the worries of
everyone and he goes o sif down

Manakaan

Okepmuo
Manakaan

Dkenmuo

Nanakaan,

Okenmuo

Nanakaan

Okenmuo

Nanakaan

VWhat could have happened between her home
and the palace? Okenmuo said she left her
father's house but never reached the palace.
Who could have abducted her? Only yasterday
that | made known my intention, there was an
abduction, All who were behind this deserved to
die | shall put them all to the sword. But-— - what if
the prince and the princess had something to do
with it? Should they be equally put to desth?
Should | put the queen 1o death for plotting the
abduction of arival? (The king hears a noise anc!
he is startled)

(Enters) |, S Yo rMajesty’

Has sha been seen”

No, Your Ma;esty.

Who do yol think could be behind it?

The prince was once seen at the gale but nothing
was traced to him A

Did the princess also make appearances at the
gate?

She was nol sighted

Let me have a full report Let all suspects be
reported to me.
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Okenmuo
MNanakaan
Dkenmi

Nanakaalt

Yes Your Majesty?
You may go now
Yes Your Majesly (Exil]

Thisisaslaponil king Tothwarl the efforts of
the king is to derall the course of a kingdom They
have put a hand under the King's groin . they
have ruffied his hair (Aggressively) They shall
be made to pay We shall salt their sores. Then
pul pepper in their anus (Turns round) Wha Is
there? (No answer) Everyone |s deaf now. What
will the world be like without Chinanu? My Goal
(Lights fade)
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Act 2
Scene Eight

The king sits 0 the garden for a long lime while murmunng
Then he stands and heging to pace about

Nanakaah

Qk&nmu B

Wit 1s therg!

‘,{ gﬁ{g_rs ) Didyo g';ali_. TC.'U[ h:l ajesty!

Naﬁﬁgaaﬂ . ‘y&’se ndforine prince

ab

Bkanniud! 15 Now or batoreyounbreakiast?

0w Y :i.i.".‘E_-.".1r1| = 4bi|

Nanakaan
Dkenmii

Nanakaan

Ogadi

fNanakaarn

Ogad!
Nanakaan.

Dgad

Immediately, | say?
Yes Sirl (Exit)

Now is the time ta knaw its details. But also the
time to fight the battle If the Prince can stop the
king, then he can seize the throne, for the thrane
16 merely an and which an ambition satisfies Tell
me Gad if the Queen has known, Tell me If they
are In league The greatest ewil yel s for the
gueen to know she is rivaled

{Enters) You called me father?

(Quietly) Yes Nowtell me, didyou hear anything
about Chinanu? Some people accerding to some
reporls laid slege at the gale of the palace and
seized her

| did not hear a thing

Whio then must have abducted her?

The king sheuld not concern himseldl with such a
little thing
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Nanakaan  Such a little thing? (Now aghast, You call an
abduction a little thing? She s one of My subjecls
And you know that Haw can you then call her
disappearance a irfle matter?

Dgadi She s ol dead She s just away This s not the
era of slave trade and so could not have been
sold ntnsiavery Shewillresurface

NFR3AAUE | want her back immadiately Her family is in
terriblesatony, (hwaat:her o the comfort of her
home and family.

Eas’qa-l' DI ej'r‘lﬂ'l.h -l:lf-l""L G PR T L oty b -:

Ogati Lal her family logk for g Th& hmg Eh0u|d ot
run such an e and

Q1 2671 WNENIAD N st o D,

Nartz ,hﬁﬁﬁsmlﬂﬂlﬁwsm i uf iy tubiac:ls | Wdlﬂ:!}fﬁr
found

aidil am of Asl minpe & v

Cgadk Why 15 the King sO dosperaTe? ;:ur: there oi‘ﬁer

purposes other ’rhan the matter of har abduction™

[\J“mdkdan Seek her out, Ugadl for my :ake seek her %u
TE st w’”h*ﬂnw-rmaﬂ'\ar s vy friepd. -
r20Q AB2VIND 18 P et o 5 1JT NEERENE
iﬁl_:’laﬂ‘??m'u Fhave o qnje;-mnn maash Father, can | ask it?
ot enoin! enthpre:. aree slores Slying|areupd, that the king
wanistotake her asawife |sitirue. father?

WEHARGEAE 1 (Fambus)s May thunder sinke you dead, Ogatli
Erieps e Tackisw idere you speak te me like that? What has
that aot to de with her abduction?

f‘t?g' 1cf/bsgO Jameesther Some who may be concerned with
5 M Uoy 'afe welfare of the queen may nat want the
S92 Y 'marriage. {1
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———

Nanakaan

Ogad

Nardkaat

Ogadh.

Manakaan

Ogad)

MNarnakaan

Ogadl.

Nanakaan,

Ogadi

Nanakaan

————

VWho may not want the marriage? Is it you Ogadi?

Honestly, father, if | have my way, | shall oppose
it

You will oppose me? | shall strip you of all the
hanour and title conferred on you | can banish
you this minute from this palace and instal
someone else in your place.

That is all the more better, father But | cannot
walch you replace my mother

Replace your mother? Who wants to replace
your mother?

Weall what will happan o her if Chinanu nas 1o
flaunt heryouth and nakedness before you.

(Fully enraged) You dare again talk to me like
that?

| am sorry, father

No, you are not You do not know the future and
the full implication of having an only son, Dont
you ever Know that the more the princes, the
greater the chances of securing the throne for all
time?

| know thal father, But also know it accentuales
their mdividual ambitions and set them all against
one anether

Dan't be an egg-headed pessimist, Ogadi. Try to
see my line of thought | have set you in line of
succession | have presented you to the people
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Your reign Is secured. | love you above all else. |
want this girl, if you truly want to know | promise
she will not unseat your mother

Ogad: What will happen if she begins (o kick?

Nanakaan She will riot | have thought about all that. It.is
firmly under my contral "

Ogadi. Her presence will kill my mother of grief -

Nanakaan: Tharewillbe noconflic!

Ogadi: - . Whatwillhappentomy mother?

Nanakaan -+ Nothing will happen ta her She |5 my wife and
queen Chinanu will be my wife but not a gueen
There canonly be one queen in a palace.

Ogadh What will happen If she begins to assert her
place?

Nanakasn. 1will send herway

Ogadi’ After some lids?

Nanakaan Ogadi, are you aware that | am the king of this
kingdom?

Ogadi | am father and | am your son and the prince

Nanakaan. Now leave my presence. you wretched brat And
don't ever come ta me until | send for you

Ogad. Waell said, father (Exif).

Nanakaan (Beginsio pace about until the contain falls)
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E‘—-—‘-;h*__ T e, = enmanyevsit oA 51T
| s2lslip avede .. ISR vy a———— =
s2imeq | wand oL s o Seend Omezcll inew

e T | Ty | | +]1 WA :_H-IE

(Chiefl Megideya emerges from fus room nfe the g oo
His wife, Veronica, comes frenrrthe #itehd W a plahiaEgr o

2l !ﬁ%ﬁrﬁfﬁawn with alaud thud Chief Megideya ctiserves hie
e rmerofmseye andsighs) v 512 nesensA

i ylrmil
Megideya . Setihat plate gently down, Veronica
* A o e ot 2919 vaH Lei el
~Vemnica My Lord, this is & mortar and not one of you
‘- broken plated < =40 -0l (eeAsnEN

i X
;‘ " Megideya Blit if1s hm_*_':f':rdn' Yher palEEMnce | MmmpBif o
o = - tree s falling
T{}ékﬁniég. It s my hurry, my Lofa Yoa$iist eat this betore
you g te the tarm &

Megideya Ny workers are starving. 1sther faod ey’

Veronica: It is ready Bul you musl eat first They are
labourars and know the fand's B e i
Megideya  Bring methe farm sandals

Veromica:  Yes Afterthefood
echn a

Megideys. Where is Kelechi? Does ¥HE not know shie 15

going ta the farm with me?

SLIMe i
il il ! | ST
ca he h Ibenerme to plalt t
bit uﬁmq‘iﬁa , Sh':'l dﬂasl.s_ﬁ: ﬁﬁqaggltﬁmFHE_“LFE;LF‘:L'I "
LIy 10! Linsss 1ol ) BT 3w 4 '
Megideys J%E.s'mgmﬂﬁg*i [& i SAHBF &8t ing this moarning?

Veronica  Lower yolit volEe iy teird e have 10w our
(. | daughterwinaman justas Chimenye has done
= NaaRenelt
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'.'l!_‘!TFF"‘: atral ll'l“q)-‘ i:lnjm
e ————

Megideya

Veromica

Megideya

Veronica.

Megideya:

Vergrica.

Megideya

Veronica

Megideya.

Veronica

Megideya

Veronica

Megideya

ahdwill endatself .

© Whatofthe casheropd? -

Crinenye 18 4 princess afd wor you wamion 10
run after her friend?

Al LotE  sysupald
Your food Is getting cold (She places a jug of
waler beside ) Vhat! twealbpraparad: Yi=yem
pﬂrﬁégef Uy Lanf

e ThY

IPlaging @ hantd o fres shawdar) Y@%ﬁgﬁme

well 'Didysustuff tanthvepeiae?
= i | Vs L= (et
Liketherolddme. - | .-y

AE ST

’ 1 TRAZE T BTG
You have atwm.b—ggﬁ@}hgyﬁdﬁ Lately when the
king 1s doing as he likes. you make [t look fke

MothiNB.ezclG —uzagn =y e
T ad I ji = =
Lower your voice 1he water will take no time

(H1E

(Lowenng his vorce] The adtahiemous
cormmunity issue (£ 3 scourge Do you know. if
Ihe government implements'the Land hsa
Decrag, that means'the land, every land is
under theke soverelgis?

Inclliding thise st Nigdidcrgss |

Everyttung!
- Ht“ﬁ?l':

The man who owns 1hé platé swns also the soup
Fhiat woulldbe a ifadambition |
Now you know my fear {Hears a knackodh the

door) \What (s that sound | hear?
R T e T
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Veromnica.
Megideya

Veronica

Hegtdeya

Ogadi
Megideya

Ogad|

Megideya.

Megideya.

Ogadi:

Someone is knocking at the door
Should be Kelech

(Goes out to find out Bhe escors Ogadi 1n)
Dgadi pur greal Prince Ogad!, please be sealed

The prince himself? (Jumps from fis seat). This
is an important visit Let it be proclaimed o our
neighbours! Ogadi our heir: Quickly run around
Veronica Let something be prepared. Wa are
caught in our nakedness. How is the King? Did
he send youto us?

| came I peace Please pula siop to this uproar’
The king hardly knows aboul this visil

The prince does not visit without & cause Let us
know it immediately Your pain 15 our honour N
burderat all

(Respectiully) 1| isa prvate visit | came (o appeal
to our noble chief 1o send a word on my account
to our ruler. the king My wife and | desire a
trading mission to a far distant land. 1o be on our
own. Build first with our own hands

(Comes in with Kola in a wooden howl) Here my
Lord. here it1s Call on the ruler of heaven fora
visit we consider an honour (Steps back after
offering it)

(Ogadiis quiet Megideya speaks again)

See this kola, our dear Prince

Offer itto God Offer it
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Memdeya

[ Takes the ®ola i fus ngnt hand) Chikwu qreat
Godws call you We pray far aut king For good
health and long reign We pray ‘or our couplry
May those that are warthy rule The prince is.in
flur midst May he ~wt stmble as he leaves us.
Latthe «te paich |4 ithe gagle alzo perch | Hng
saysno o s neigr aur gtimshiow him where
he will perch Let the guest come i peace  Let
ihe host #lso stay in peace When he goes, el ihe
nost not develnp hunchback. We nave heard of
wars. maythey tol reach us May Ase taka kola
Snalsa let the gpirits May all craatires know the
great God who rndles cver neaven and eanh

(He breaks the kala aridthrows some of i onta e ground fle
takes a lobe and offers Me other to Cgadi wie dlb0 (akes a

fihe)

Ogach

Meagicleya

Asoareat prayer you have offeed May it be is Yo
sald it

About your tequest | sound 400w cl'salion A
pririce 15 like an anly frud 1 eannot pe last in the
firg You tannot go away too far One leg abroad,
one leg at home A more important rale God has
given: to rule over his people. This duly fakes
preeminence And L is mever learntin a haste A
regent stays by the stonl lest If death visis
suddenily, may (5od forbid, you spark off dynastic
struggle Thern what has been given becomes =
subject fur affray | hdve heard o said all over the
cifgdom You will make a better king than 1he
imcumbent your fathes Not leng agn yau weare
Installed before the people al peace nme
(Kelech comes in and ocverhaars e
thscussIon.:
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Ogadi

Meqitleya

Ogadr

Megideya

Ogadi

Megideya

Ogadi
Megideys

Veromica

Megideya

| have cansulted an oratle o know the crown is
still far off My father is still 3 young man | do not
wisi fiim an early home call Let me go off a Iittle
whitle [f mis health totters sendme award

Mheregentand the king are ong Only the people
detarmine who reigns

This | know

Then why do you wish this? To leave a feast
prepared for a beggar's hut? Be rdlgd by me on
this Our roble and dear prince A lime comes
and before long the chick stands on roof-tops and
crows to the hearing of all

| shall sleep over this Your request cannot be
overlooked You know the warld maore than | o

Foraget that fancy for now | cannot give you b
qood course!

(Standing) | have heard 1 | abwde by it

Thank you Thanks again |t s ot for your sake
that | advocate this But for the sake of the
kingdom The kingdom pays with blood when
men seek fancy and folly

My Lord, @s you see off our prince, order thal
Kelechi servies your purposes

No It canriol be | stand as the head of my family
In all things | seek to protect t Kelechi alone
cannot wander at noon in the forest when spirits
recently awake celebrate ther new freadom
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Veromioa,
;:I.lgrﬁ' e}

Megiteya

Lgah,

Trug my Lord [tistrus

L=t me sel you free, Sir VWhile | seek other
EERITIrise

So be d then We shall rub more minds on this i
need be, convens 2 meeting of the council of
eldars There whiz, ar inlo thair ears, one after
ansther as befils us

Sobet [Exif)

“Lights Out"
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Act 4
Scene One

Chinenye enters thie stage from the rear and s.clpsely followed
oy Kelentt They sit facing each other

Lhinenye

Kelecht

Chinenye

Halech
Chinenye

Kelechi

Ogadl

Kalech

VWhal |s this thing you sent werd you would 1ell
me”

(Looks round) Atime comes That ime is here ‘A
worman must not wait while the future remamns a
mirage Yesterday, | heard it from my father that
you could make Ogadl a king You cannol wait
indefinitely '

Kingship cames after hus father: It cannot come
by any other way

The huture can be asubjec! of today If wa will it
| do not Under stand.

Put itinte him Infuse the thought. We make men
whenwe wisi They are oul Lords But they sUck
al our breasts Make Ogadi make him now. If
you go on a trading mission you rely absolutely
on chance: Charee is @ foolish pastime (Hears
Opadi coming in) Slart now Begln Message his
B0

(Enters) Kelechi youcame 1o us soearly Nofloo
long ago | spoke to your father cuncerning
Chinernye and land found him a man of wisdom

No man can be wiser Nol because he 1s my
father
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Ogacd [found it as you said it

Chinenye.  Willyou nolput aword tome my brave | ord?

Ogadi | have rot forgottert Our visitor astensd (Laway
Vihal is the pleasure of my queen

Chinenye.  Only when me crown which you rightly deserve
sils an your head then you can call me a queen’
Do you want youi mather o accuse me of
usurpation?

Ogadi Certainly not But g queen you shallbe

Chinenye  Ceramly Betore lnngwhen heaven and men will
It We walk oto aur home (4 kaock (15 Aeard!
Who s lhat?

Okenmuo  (Enters) The King s messenger’

Cigadh Camem Whats hs pleasure™

Okenmuc  The king sends fur yau That yall should aome by
and by,

Qgadh Tellhim | shall come

(Lights fade revealing the king in s palace and the queen
sitting beside him)

Nanakaan  Our heirand ourson We sentfor you.
Ogeadr (Caldly) lam allears, father
Nanakaan  Thae officials of the state wish to come to the

kingdom. Send for the chiefs immediately Let
them sit befara theirardval
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Ogadi:
Nanakaan:

Nanakaan
Onji:
Nanakaan:

Oriji-

Nanakaan:

Oniji:

MNanakaan.

Messenger.

Manakaan

VWhatimeawilithey b thee?

Inthe next hour Give the matter some hasto
{Standing) Il will be dore

(Exit Ogady)

(Turning to his wife) | do not like the [Ook o the

face of our son It is sa bloady and cold

He is perhaps tired You do not rule and be sure
onthefaceof atred man

He was cold and spiteful But that he |s my son. |
could have interpreted arvy

Rightly said, my [ org He is out son and Keir He:
can't be enviols of you | am warrled that you
said this | think you are becaoming pld One
would say, sven (0sing your wit

True. Go to him Ses He gets the best from Ris
wife. | do not want her 1o oppress nim  Now that
the matter of succession 15 setlled Ldo nal know
any better happiness

(Rising) | shall be after him But no more af this
hallucination | cannot bear it

That laccept

(Exit Qi)
(Turnsto the door) Who s there?

(Enters) Did youcall?

Fetch the soothsayer. Instantly, | say Let no one
know | sent you
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Okeririin

Narakaan

Ccoraagt)
Nanakaan
Okeroagu
Nangkadgn
Okoroagu
Nanakaan

Okoroagu

Nanakaan

Okoroan
Nanakaan

Okoroagu

Nanakain

Yes Your Majesty (Exit)

There is evil abroad Everyday | smell about it
Could it be that | am old with my wits deserting
me? | khow nol Ogad 1s my son and her That
eye has never seen mischiefl To see me and
wear defiance signals evil of some sort | know
not what to belleve (Knocks) s it the
soothsayer?

Yes Your Majesty |

Whal does the future portend?

Evil my Lard

know (I Tcansee it Why did you not tell me
Henew you would sarid for me

Sendforyou Thave Wha s biehind 117

lam afraid ilis youwr son He covets the throne?

lknow it | could see it all over him today |s my
wite also behind it?

No, she s not That much | know
VWhao else is behind him?

The vision was not clear. They will come over
time

Stay the whole night Watch and see Lef me:
have your bill
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Okoroagu

Narnakaan

Okoroagt

MNafiakaarn

Okoroagu.
Nanakaa

Cearmi,

MNanakadan

gL

Nanakaan

Yes Your Majesty

Let me hear from you st thimg famioniew
Reguest g privale audigninn

Yes, Youl Majssty (Exif)

Now oce s known What of the cther? Before
the outgrowth becomes malanant et it be cut
dowrt He will eut me down if he has fhe
opporturlty So let iim ses how it 5 Who s
thare

Dhchyou call. Your Majgsty?
Yes, | calied Wher= s the haad of the Anmy

He hasgone 1o see to ine artiva of the officals of
CJovernment

Sendior imoammediately Letnothing ey Fim
Yes Your Majesty
[Exit Okenmuag)

I'he success of plots are somelimes never seen
on the faces of men Young evil wears a chearful
face When men work [n concert they win all
about therm Yet afew men can iead the majority
astray | cannot believe it what | see Thal my
awn son plots evil seeks to edge me out of the
throne. How can he do it but put me to the sword?
hen stamn the kingdom with his father s blnpd
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Dimgba.
Nanakaarn
Dimgba

Nanakaan

Dimgba.

Nanakaan

Chmgba.

Nanakaan:

imgba

Blood is blood but thicker when fhat of a ielaiive
i5 shed They are deadly, fresh and red and cry

for vengeance. (Rises and paces Lodt) His
mother said | was old That my witg nasarted me.
Now, heaven and men confiym my fsar Away

with wornen! That serpenting ook’ [hat makes
you fear ro evil when the enemy stahas about. |
shall shed his blood first then behead his
mother, who makes Irifle of villainy and beckons
to patricide. (Knocks) Who knocks™?

The Head of the Army
Proceed in Immediately!
(Enters) Whal is your will?

What | am about to recount shocked me firsl
You, it will fnghten | have been informed this day
by both the oracle and my unwary obsarvalion
that my son seeks the throne and my lile
included Now. | stand betwaen haaven and hail
| know not whom he has sent 1o pul me o the
sword. Then raign in my stead resh and sHcky
with his father's blood.

Do you have proof, Your Majest,

Do | have proof? Whal is i 1hsl v said? The
oracle says so My cbservalion conlims if

Lat me cut him short befare he carfies out his
wisheas

Proceed from hence On his way back with the
officials, put him to the sword and ail about him

It shall be done
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wanakaan  Btng me no word excepl tus murder Let my
bloca me on his mwn head

(Exit Dimgba)
Whiat aday! My son? The ane | am grooming?

“Lights Out”
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Actd
Scene Two

‘e rexd cap chiefs @re sedled on the stage with Cfuef
Megideya The Official of the government s in a biack soif and.
a'long walk 1y stick Ogadi dressed i an attire of a prince (s
addressing them -

Dgadi The King took il He s not well but sands
greeting  The autonomous commumties all
stand as guasl kingdoms |n every kingdom we
apprecate the benevolence of the state which
enacted this move Cur peopie are republicns
Here the king administers his reign directly on 2
conscious pecple Here he finds his match who
Can even question Nis regn

Ohenmun (Enters) Awordwinh the prince

Qgad (Frowning) This 1= a rude act Al a2 solemp
occasion. we shouid Know cour ot whio
oraerad Ihsnterruption

Okenmuo  Thekinghimself He seeks your altenhinn

Ogad Now?

Okenmuo  |mmediately

Ogad Let me be excused Perhaps s ilhess has
Intensified

Eaif)

Ogadt (Crosses the =lage L3 be s lollowsesd b,
Qimgha)
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hmgba
[IkEnmLG

Dimabia

Dkenmuo:

Dimgha

Cikenmi:

Whzie s e rarate™
(Enters) He followsd this way

Sesk him or you perish Murder a murderar
Spare him no minute Any space given
reverbierates n vengeance For, his every
breathing 1s blood and merclless carnage

[ have never seen such a thing That a child
seeks the life of histather

| shall cut you trom limb 1o limb if he escapes and
carries oul fus pial

(Shouts) Wha is thera? Stop, | charge vou Less |
claim your life in colo bleoad 1o assuage a losl
lemper! (Rushes into the dark with Limgba in hot
oursity

"Light Fade"

(At tha other side of the stage, the hght reveals the King pacing
about restlessly)’

MNanakzan

Evil like seed grows dally And infect a peacaful
waorld Daily men plotevil Evil against a father i1s
the most viclous | have endorsed my 500
Before the world | presented him But that far him
s nat enouah! He seeks my life. Any evil ever
conceived deserves punishmenl Execulion of
avilis anly a part of the desd Swift justice ecomes
as and when dug and meets us on the throne of
sellemenl (Hesrs a noise, turns round sharply)
Who s there? (He fistens! | cannol doubl o
thownt imsaid that my wife s in league to topple
ah siay me Forwhen @ woman makes war
aganis! 0 man she wedrs a'theerfll face She
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Onji

Manakaar

Cngr

Nanakaan

Onyi

Nanakaan

Oyt

subjects herself 0 Talse loyally Then i
concelt with ‘aiher mern Wherein al e
deadriess of the night s off her decaitful
charm. assumes her ruest nature to do Ihe greal
mischief By murderng the prince on fis bad
Wiclantly) Let there be no Lishet! Let thers b no
trustl Ewery word must be cross-checked
Because onlyone spiit niles allwamen Acctinnt
for therr gregarious attitude and (he soufte &l
their mischief, (Hears a nosie and is startled)

(Enters) What 1s all this thaught far? Every
minute you wander abolt call or e gods'in
desparation. | cannet see [he cause of irs
umbrage thiat whes mean shiouldd lig moast napRy
ihey make war on thamseives

It 1s nothing my queen | havenot changed Whal
has changed is the world That men seek 1o
collect waler with baskets instead ul ralabashes
WWhy 1s it thal men cannal see even the baseness
of life? Life |s 4 biotlomless pif

The King is & man You alone parnol proviae all
the answers

At least |8t me see the gquestions though | igave
the answers | weap over this charade il Uaily
roll aut ke an orchestra

Where s our son7

(Curmously) Is he back? | sent huriio the officals
He cannot be away for long

| dio not see the cause fof faur 1= 10 the cause of
thesfright?
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Varaliaath

Clr

Nanzkazn

Oy

MNanzakaan

He cannot b Heis nol

Thar lat us gon Thelable & =i | aersonadlly
supervised it

= 1 the first cribe (ast?

How can tbathe last? It s not ancwm=a s
yvour poundesd yan andora soun

Let me be left for another muriute = 1] o vay
before long

(Exit) Lights Fade
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(=]

Cgad

Ogad,

Oy

Ogad
Onj:
(Ogadi

Onp:

Ogadi-

Oriji

Ogadi

Oriji

Act 4
Scene Thrae

(Runs stralght across the siage then stops, [0oks
around hefere he knocks at adow)
(Krooks)

[Froca withing Who kiiocks so bard at the queean s
dour atsolate atime?

Itz e mother
Is it my son the prince”
Yes tisme motha

(Opens the doar) Qgadil This 1s an uncommorn
visit Lately |fear avilcoming Your father talks to
mmsalf Youwander shout so late These are not
good tidings Both portend great evil and signal
something ominous sings both are heralds nf
disaster, Tell we my son the Gause of |
Sometmes a woman misjudges because men
hide the facts and we rely on feelings

(Looks around) It is nothing.

It cannot be nothing You are panting And your
father has nol retired. His bed 15 still as they
made {1 How oan you say all is well? Tell me, my
son

(Looks around agan) All may. not be well
mother | too saw evil corming Did my father not
send forme?

Yeg hedid
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s ]e]

Oty

Ogarh
Oyt

Ogad

Onji

Nanakaan

Oriyi
Nanakaan

Oniji.

As | swep! to answer the call two raen, masked
followed me | did nol know their mission. They
fought me-and | killed one The other escaped
mortally wounded Tell me. whocan be atter me?

It mus! be our enemigs Those who want your
father s threne Did you sustainany injury ?

Ne None sarious.

| know evil knocks al my door Now, | agree with
your proposal Leave y/mmediately Go on a
mission. Fend for yourself and your wife. | shall
tell your father of ils imporiance (“ears noise
andfistens) Who goesthere!

Let me ses!

No, hide inmy bedroom The queer < chamber |5
immune to murder Menonly sesk thathrones and
he who occupies ||

(From oulside) He has escapad! My son lives|
The head of the army has fallered and he has
created room for conspiracy. Now they are
conferring. The stool Is in jeapardy Vultures are
sailing, while evil men set the bush on fire. The
escape routes are manned by kites and hunters
ioad their guns. Whal a day’' What a great
danger| (Rarsing his voice) |s my queen awake?

My Lard, | am
Whaois that with you?

It ts your heir, my son
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Nanakadn
Digah.
Na ﬁ_ﬁkﬂd* {

Ligad

Nanakaarl
Ogad.

Marakadr

iy

MNanakam).

Ogach

farakaan

Jgadd

Dgadispeak’ Letmenaaryou

Wising. tather

(Enters] VWhy argynu wantenng so [aie

| rarowly escaped o wrasr fwe men sought my

life One | kiled, the other escapra | did nol
knmw why, fiarwho they were.

WWhiat chird theay look ike?

|conld ot see the faces They were masked

My brave [adl ‘Looking senous! Whas e il or
shon?

Ihe one | kiled, he was tall and taller of the tw
He Wwas ds brave 53 a liger and fiary ds an
glechant His fingsls were 4s big 4= baskils
coversd with nalls and tharms. It wais 3 Narow
sgape sigying him '

Then | shall send for the head ot the Ariny

It solinds reasonable Anyone aftar the prince (s
after the king

Very tue Sendfor the guard (Exit Qgady [To the
Queen) Look around your raom (Exil the Queen!
Evilstirsup evihinmen 1hetear of lofmolrow and
thia desire to secure it [sad womer 1o [hoite men
Wrigrt they see blood they cry for mercy. But men
writhe in salistaction and in vengeance adanst
malevolence slaughter thear fellow meh

(Enfers) | nave sent for him



['he King Never Reigns 69

Nafiakaan

Ogadh

Nanaksaan

Orji

Nanakaan:

Ogadi

Nanakaan'

Cigad.

Nanakaan

Ogadi

Manakaan

Do rat go to your room  Go inte piding first until
we tan determine this

Lel me go on a mission Immediately f the king
permits

Not yel. Not yet Let us ward off the evil first
When the kingdom is safe, then you can go on a

‘mission For now. nol

(Enters) The room Is safe

Letusallgotobed Tell the guard to send word as
a stopper to the head of the army | do notwant o
be bothered untl tomorrow Tomorrow | shall
think out a way to couriter this mischief | cannot
walt unlil the evil comes

Whocan be after us. father?

Anyone after the throne is after us He deserves
to die
So I think.

If men pronounce false judgement, they incur
wrath on their heads Good judgement Is 8 curse
well direcled [l battles the course of
malevolence

Father. mother has seen all these She seses
serpents pursue her every day at mght Only
once by day

The Queen has been telling me that dragons and
ligers resurface each time she goes to bed Bul
what | know and yet to see is the nature of these
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beasts el st shaout n '-'--‘r Anel e ams of
el se stwnes | hes Al i l‘n..; yEars
Drearis | Wrsw domo b o Bse gy ee they arise

aver slumber What ¢ row and fear s the
heart of men Owver slymher and dredams thay
Havs dore s mer w1 e s (]

Cgathi Goto bea my Lors Dot i ihe watld with
your prilosopty weirn gen creaon daily Now
fear il v upsatiing yeur mind Come lal me take
youin.

Nariakaan  No! Neol | eave me alel e | nave passed the age

of infantle pliyv whers= | Can la i ed | nsleep

Ogadi Let the kitig e ebisa Lol ke gy egity take you
Nanakaan Am'lat-nnq Yq Bave: d oneen

Ogadl Yes. you have Salhe

Nanakazn  |tis yel 1o ke sesn May ne twimwow when the

sun shines
O Do you douot me Your Majesty ™

Nanakaan Doubt? What is thal you say? | have known you
close to half a centuty Even as alittle gl | knew
whieh you bathed naked Now as my wife: | know
mofe Whal | mean is not anissue of doutil buta
casa of determination The ‘kingdom (5
Ihreatened las s head s more threatenad than
all Thal with me and all | possess Where her
can | make a claim untll my seal (8 protected,
from wilhin and without.

O, Yaur Maesty isinis threarfmmwithin?
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Nanakaan

Ogad

MNanakaarn

Cinpr

Manakaan

How would | know, if the thief 1s higermnating in the
palace? Only God can make absolule
pronouncement

| shall not go to bed this night. With all my might |
shall keep an eye over every ant and insect And
putto the swordall invaders

It Is better you go lo bed | have been a man of
battle. A commander since my youth. | can fight
my way through Let no ope |lve under the
illuston that | leave everything lo fate and
chance

Verywell my Lord Letusall go o bed

By allmeans let us

“Lights Fade”
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Act4d
Scene Four

in the queen's Chamber The quee! BECHONS to Ogadrar IS
him down on a chair beside fer bed. Then she goes out . *
later comes in She hesitales pulls the curtains and then si
down

Onp (ln whispers) What do you think? | see
something wrong with the king

Ogadi | see nothing. Nothing | can see a startled mar
who warres about his throne.

Ot Yes worned he 1s about (he throne. But | see
something deeper. He fears even fis family

Ogadi It is nothing to worry about. mothel Men in thei
care cause themselves burden Father wants
the throne.

Onyr Orly? Do you not see? His mind s at war with
tself Perhaps he (s growing old of has lost his
wits.

Ogadi Both could be correct Butitis a mafter that can |

be helped. If the throne IS threatened. the
occupanis feel unsafe '

Ol You musl leave my sen This night

Cgadh. You heard me make the proposal Flatly he
refused | cannotdisobey him

onji Yet, you cannot rest this case on him He |s my
husband, you my son' | can read him as | can
read my palm Thereis danger insiaying back
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Ogaidl

COnpr

Ogadh

O
Ogadi
Oy

Ogad)

Oniji
Ogaa)
Onn

Ihis danger 15 as wn 20 koow My life was
hreatened Two men so0t to take if away By
the ha i i et uhe The other |
EnTEse e wheie | il hime mercilessly
worrHdarl A e taisk Ihe nly course of action,
gecape uihe bush

Has |t ever aicclrred ta you, this danger might be
his making?

It cannot be, mother Though men plot evil on
this he 1s innoeent He senf me to represent him.
This | did honourably At no time did he send
assassins against his helr wiid son

Butyour father suspecisyou. Do you know that?

That what? He cannat be: Even when he doas.
hes under decepiion

Your father thinks vo.. . = ervousol him
Envious? What? Now. truthy - naked) When
ambition copuldtizs with halluericlic:. e make
lyrant oul of the mnpoeern!

Itis true, my son Youmust leave.

Then Imustgo

il whispers) Nuw

(Exit)
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(Onthe other side of the stage, the King |s pacing up and dow’
The light reveals Ogadi as he leaves the stage Then he comes
back with a clothe over his shoulder and a bag unver s arm)

Ogad Now | am at a cross-road The predator has
turned the prey The spider's webs have caught
their maker Before me the plotis unverled. Tohis
face he sees beyond, in tragedy and tyranny
over fts author O night who midwives all evil,
straighten the course of destiny where the prince
goes in hurried doom Owver Ihe fancy of women
and the greed of aides Tomorrow at dawn let me
live lwantto seethe face of the sun

ok
&l
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Act 4
Scene Five

The king (s oo the thrones His aides are by his side. He raises
s horsewlip as soonas Okoroagu enters

Narnakaan

Okoroagu

Nanakaar:

Okorpagu

MNanakaan

Dkorpagu

Nanakaan

Qkoroagu

Nanakaan

koroagu

lsent for you.

Yes, Your Majesty!

Why did you not come iImmediately?

| c:annat seeamy way Your Majesty

You cannol see yol way ? What do you mean by
that? You are playving jest witn ma7? |f youwcannot

find your way. who [hen lgd yolito my presence?

Itis not that lknd of @00, Youw Maesty, | could
hot decods the slirs

Why did you not sesk the hap of your
colleagues?

| did but they could not succesd The resull was
the same

What is this thing that you tell me? | cannot
believe |t Allthe oracles cannol Ipse their vision
Are the stars falling® Is evil friumphing cver
good?

They are not. Your Majesty. From the last two

days, all the forces of heaven are al war The

slars have |ost their shape Graves have apened
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Nanakaan:

Okgraagu

fananaEn

Choroag

Nanrdaan

U aogtils =w hafiEyY |y are I:ll‘ilklﬂg.'thﬂ
parth w @ teat Bevpuse of a mere
oRlelireten callend Holy Week A man, whoo
clanned e was o Messiah had s death
COMeIemnnrien yustsarsgy Hs Fllbwers have
sif=tvesd Ples e wdtv thallt nogyers fear and
= [o[STRRY Coamimd slnaans and ino mewrnful
Mmoot Allvisene ais now dlurred! Thera 18 no
pawss anywone This s a thing never seen or
meard of batorz (hal one man stips the world of
b el This gowiers toda and Undo

I-do not peleva this ming yousay | his death
caunay ar et vetisal the warld'is \he warse
for o e B gesetves toche

Belave (00 ¥l Majasty ) s an honour 1o serve
thiz King 1t s sveta greater hovour toadmibithe
il The trott st b told) Naw, thére is no
oW 3 e )t "lh'.':_f:-'.'!

IFgiw 2y T 01 TR FIWETs, Seek i !ap
ATl el |q ke wll-e 3o A -.'-‘f|'|n1 tire

(Nogche) Trers miyn be & way Bul | have
maie s 2000y esn sl | have found (ot
for cedtainly Mm vsicn s prssible today until-al
SHAGT IOt tEny hiain Lk s Luesn Ibell misakiisss
shall iegaun thal ndtura Apd st hefare the face
aft heaven in concesransion shalladornits face:
¥l uull' At Yo Miesly | have never been
afree banter swiilliwed up s way inmy oraft
rial n.a.li‘r._hﬁ’*- do notnnlierale They only actas
i Elives il SoImow '

Larirme it Yoo a s anivedljesd
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Okaroagu  Let me proceed then, Your Majesty. Tomorrow |
shall bnng you word how the heaven sits. From

iy count, | see aray of hope
(Bt

Nanakaan  The night runs its course in the dark. The sheet
ipoms. the tyranny progresses Inwanion course
| shallwait

Light Fades.
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Act5
Scene One

L]
Inthe royal court, King Nanikadn visibly worn ed paces up and
down. He is alone on the nght side of the court. while his wife
the queen, frets aboul the room She peens to see if he s

coming.

Nanakaan

My son, the helr | cannot beleve || To
assassinate me? | shall meet him on the battle
field. No one has ever wranged e which | did
notavenge None!Noone! !’ (Aloud] No-0O-NE
| I In the world, except one man My father who
begaot me In only one deed one act he
performed an act which |5 unavengeable [he
act- - -which | canmot The paternity uf 4 [ather by
a son The father who begot me and | cannot
beget him Who mamed my mother and | cannot
marry tis because she (5 my paternal grand-
mother (thoughtfully) But the 1wo are not the
same tis nol the same with paliiclde Palficide
is the kiling of a father by a san {Spils an the
flnor: No! No-O-011 Tha reward for ana Blast is
in the anus. Do yawr own (Smiles realistics!!

and (Galoulatingly) | shall shed s blood |

then behead his mother To avenge this great
ingratitude, and close a major route to evll Yet
can the route of evil be clpsed? One route opens
ancther Until the cup of the world Is filled And - -
- nwhat language 1s evil written? Except the adt
in which it is performed, its act 1s 18 form, its
language. Evil has no language {Hears a noise
and s startled) Of what nature s avl? Al
conception il has no form No flesh and biood
But its result can be tangible And runs fiom
generation to generation (He paces up and
down, mute ant?rﬂstless] Man s evil From the
top of his head to the bottom of his feet. Because
the enemy constantly assails him as he thinks of
good; then he cammiis =« 7. premeditatss
evil And the resultart wlas revenge
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Ory
Nanakaan
onji
Nanakaan
Qe
Narakaan
Oy
Narehkasan
g
Nanakaarn

Onji;

Nanakaan:

Onp

Nanakaan

The wiitnale s s Tolmskeaslitin
the Iife of 5 man 1 | e opens another.
Tham another .o £l flews There s
ne all e for i Becelse aeteyes away the
|jfes AN = W free CLE Bpmsd [RR e DS
SCHALGE ! hin

L-EIHET_.'-:":! G |5 RS AU ah [-]h;';.u["'
(Silent)

s anariny va . A [

Sepang (sl me

Thanwh i

Laayes)

Leinwe =i &ine

Yes Lel L4y

TG IS i

Tosettleorn e

Have yol nuit = reat Ty turnd @y surcessiil
man there s awerman -

Meamha?

That women e pavs = - or ke inane

Yes | haye heaned 120 rig abind ey eny

J1as K
avilthera s soms e ol
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O

MNadakaan

Criyy

Narnakasn

Ot

Nanakeaan
Clrig
Nanzkaan
2
Nanakaan
Orip

Manakaan

O

Narakaan

Oh-{in anguish) what an unkind thing v say Do
you want to blame me?

Na indeed Toprase you for every great deed in
the warld

Yel i spite of your oul bursts 18t us'retire It s
iate

ltisnotlate Il isearly

See, the world s asleep Eventhe dews are fired
The tlakes are nio mare falling,

| here s no sleep until nature hds had its way
Which s when™

What unsettlas nature goas to the bottom

O your philogsephy Wil itever end?
Leavermesaline Now | say

It is unfar to bark atthe gu«en No matter what
Oh my deat Man 15 an alumal. Forgive me
please (Holds har) now let us retre To your
warm bea wheare | know notwhat.

Whal is thal yowsay 7

o the bed—10 the bad—

“Lughts Fade’
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Act 5
Scene Two

Ggadli 'n fight has abagunder isarm Heis teidhng CUhingoye
with tus feft as he leads s way through the path 1t e

dark and he suddenly bumps ofite a man, Ckoroagt: 5= (e
searohing the srrs. Chipenye screams and the mar 0 feg
nees Ugadi grabs him by fhe neck saucezing s e

soethsayer begins to gasp

Llgad. At [east | have found you If yol think yall will
EScape you are mistaken

Okoroagl  Thave dong nothing wrang

Ogady What are you ining nere

Okoroaguy  Merely prachicing my trade | search the stars
Clgad Areyoua soothsgyer?

Okoroagu  Yes

Ogadd (Leavirig wm) God has savad you (Locks 3t arm
carefullyl Okoroagu, isitreally you?

Ohkoroagu  Yes tis|

Ogach Then you must help me My life is in danger A
parly seeks to take 1 Twice lhey have made
allempls Twice they have failed | do not know
what to dp

Gkoroagu:  Itistiue, there is llwill against your family,

(gads Have youseen it?

Okoroagu,  Alengtime ago.
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g

CIkeiITe:

3

Ll

Likoroag.

Clgach

Lkoroagi.

Chgadh
Crkarnagi

Dy

(koroagu

Crgad
:
Okoroagl

Cigach

Ckoroagu,

Ogad

[Folding rvs two arms) Realy? VWho isuebuind 17

[ Thinks queckiy ! The throne s hreataned A party
SEEKs 0 laka

Tal mye Okooaga sty fatnet 7
(Sfakes fis head) No heisnat
Then who 15 behind 17

Enemies ctihe family Theyare many
Havelheynghames?

Some are youl Tather scteets They seshioake
Ihethirone

Mameonz wan o know
CRietMagitey s

Chief Megideya? He s atter ma”?
Yes He s after the throne.

His case s seltled Name annther
Kirig Derbema.

That isan old news

He has infiltrated the ranks Somea af your
father s chiets are disloyal

Name them Dkarpagu Name them
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Okoroagt
Clgadh
(Mkoroagu

Ogadi

Okoroagu

Cgat

{Hrormagu

Ogadi’
Okaraagt
Ogach

Choroagu

Gga

Okoroagu.

Ogad

They are all disloyal

Allof them? Noneis layal?

None

Nuw | see whatl = ‘my father's worry, Every
subject has turned against him. That 1s why he
hallucinates Every time Me talks to himself

They are much against him as you

Evenme?

Yes You are ther target For your safety |
suggest youl leave Immedately 1o a far distint
land There awalt your furn Your father has as
muchas thirty years of a healthy Ife and'relgn
Thirty yeats you sad?

Yas turty voars

Then! must leave immediately

Take your wife with you Have a life of youth ang
patience unll yaur star begins to shine Now

onlyyour father s star s seen i the firmament

Chinenye are you ready? Will yoli efdure with
e

| shall endure with you

Very welithen Letusgo (Exeunt)
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Dhoroagy  LooMng around) Thal = one danger gt =ap of
crigis out of the way Now the King can reign
peacafully As we put WAy the primary ewil,
whighhs patricide

(Tt (ights fade G Dkoroagu. Bui graciually reveal Ogadt and
Chinehyeas gy am making their way aul of the willage)

Ogad | find it dificuitto beleve d Trus thing which the
Suuttsayer said Chiel Megideya cannot be
sneking my (Ife

Choenye  Would you doubt an i acie™ We came upon b
by chance How cowld he ihen fabricate es? To
e Chiel Meaideya & 3 suspect Only time can
o s guiit

(et What # wicked warld we i n? That men wear
ditarent taces And appdrhan roles they desite
i act | shall seekout Chief Vieaideya If s face:
and act proeve msoatiaed | snall put tm to the
ainoed arid atl about P

Chipleriye Wil thal inelude ks Family? Aand Keleohi my
fr]end‘?

Crgad I{ oes nolinclude her (Hearsa seund) | hear a
yolce: | Theyinde) Gantly Chinenye Gently.

" Lights Fade"
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Act s
Scene Three

it 1s the lving roem of Chief Megideya He s pacing up and
down Someimes, ke muinurs fo himself, Then he sits down for
a While bofure he jumps ta tis feet From the door of the room,
s wife watches with keen interest

Veronica
Megideya
Veronica

Megitteya

Veromca

Megideya

Veronica:

Megideya:

Veromca

Megideya

(Breaking in) May |interrupt vour thought?

[ Startled) What 1s 1. Veronica
Can awife know what worrles her husband?

(Smithng)! Yes. she can. If she cannot, who can? |
know you are speaking about me What worries
me s not far-fetched The oracle has not spaken
aboul me

The oracie has not spoken? Since when, my
Lorad?

Over five rdays now

We must sesk consolation in human worth VWhat
has not been said is no evil Let our conscience
be our gude

We cannotl grope In the dark Daily we seek
viSILn ar man loses his direction

Is there a message from anywhera?

A message? What kind of message? Il appears
you do not hear well Or when you listen, you
hear half When there 15 no message it means
NONe Was given
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Veronica

Megideya

Veronica:

Megideya

Veronica

Megigeya

Veronica.

Megideya

Vieronica.

Megideya:

Ogadi.

Do not gel into @ rage. my L ord | have to say |
hearwell When there 1s 0o massags when none
is given. then thefe I nothina to fear Silence 1S
no evil Absence of facts 15 19 eyl We pannot
account for whatwas nal given

True! Very true
Why then daes miy Lordwnry”

Chief Meagideya [s 8 IMEIE mortal That relies on
the tune of life. Before birth no herald 1S given,
none except the frolicking of mar-and woman
This is the sign you may say, But in lfe
uneertanty rules it Thatis why we run to oracies
To see what we cannol S&€ To heat whal we
could not hear

When we [nvite the fuluee - we call forward IS
flaws. Though the assels rright be many. we add
1o ourweight Inbath eviianhd good.

Pt away LIS pray onwaras You want 1o distract
me from a setgoal

My Lord  [Hears knocks) 1s that not.a knock |
heaf”?

It1s. Seewho is at ihe do07

(Let me see) Prince Ogad! Yol again! Oh my
soul, you [ook younget 4nd hale Come in_Come
[al

Our great Prince!

(Hushing Hitm] Haste attends me: Can you jain
me? Toafarm |have somelhing 10 show
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Megideya
Ogad
Veronica!

Ogad

Veronica
Ogaar
Megideya

Veronica

Megideya.

Ogadi

Veromca

Teafarm?
Yes
Canlcomealang?

(Bluntly) No_ It is for & man Your hushand will
returm prasertly

Where is your wife

She lzgthome

(Looking around) Letus go

What of your cap and staff?

Yes Gvethemtome |Takes the capand siaff)
LetUusyon

(Exit Ogadiand Megideya)

| donot like this haste. Il does not sound wall {n
me | shall tollow behind

(Exit)

(Light reveals Ogad! and Megideya walking along & path
resently. Ogadi draws a knife and pushes Megideya to the

ground),
Cgacl

Megideya:

Ogach.
Megdeya

Youwretch! You bitchl Today | shall slay you
(With his hands up) | surrendsr Whal did | g
Shut up! You ligr!

| never lied to you
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5g'adt

ideqideya
Ogad
Megideya
Ugad

Megideya:

Ogacd
Megideya
Cgath
Megideya
Ogad

Megideya

Ogadi

Megigeya

Oid you not tell hes? What of the dea, | woulld
became King?

Aking you stiall surely be Firstsetme free
Behave then or | cheo off your head

Thiera s no cause forit

Vhat shall | do?

First you must know this. Dkoroagu has been
peddiing lies He tells the king one thing, then
anather toyou

(Interrupting) He confided in me Ihe king has

thirty Uninterrupted years . To reigrand De merry
It 1= nottrue We speak o the same oracle

(Angnily) Whal is true then?
Be baild and take your tarn. Bring down Nis relgn
How canthis be?

Poisan his food Then he shall abdicate the
trone infear andin haste he shaliflee

Witk what can | do this?

| shall gve you what to use. You shall lesve |t
the palace. VWhere in every dream ha shall see
blaod To keep him in perpetual frght Bul before
then, you on no account will see the face of the
lung If he sets his face onyol, you shall aie But
after abdication, he shall make you king himseif
Thal is theway
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Lgach Where is that charm™

Megideya  Iisinthe house
Ogad You know the penalty if you play pranks
Megideya  (Henods)
Ogadi Youshalldie Lead the way
(Exeunt)

(The light reveals Ogadi and Megideya in the transaction
Megideya gives him the charm and Ogad takes i)

OCgadi You shall be my next 0 command Only let it
work
Megideya || shall work Make sure you see the King only

when he must have abdicated He shall send for
you limself

Ogadi- | shall keep away until then Thank you. Thank
y you Until then, | must say

{Exit Ogadi)

Megideya'  (Laughing) | shall die? Now first |et us know who
lo taste it (He begins fo pace about! Here we
set him between the devil and the deep blue sea.
For on no account must you confront the youth
Raw energy and rage propel them In an attempt
to bring tomorrow today, they leave behind the
sun to light up the dawn Palience then ultimate
complacency. lake them by storm We must not
shout them to order, but let them learn the lesson



The King Never Reigns 90

Varomca.
Megideya

Veronica

Megideya

Vemmca

Megideya’

Veromcd

Megidey=.

Verarnca

Megideya

age teaches Thatwisdom fules the world whith
age nthe end confers.

(Fanting) is that Ogaaigoing?

Yes itis Why are yo panting?

| saw him throw you to the floor with a knife on
your throat

You followed then?

Yes lollowad [saw everything.

He has started with the sword Let us see who
gels consumed

I shall tell theking

You shill do what? Youshall not | say! Never! Let
L5 ses

What of your life?

Do as | say, woman!

“Light Fades"
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Act &
Scene One

tr1the king's court He s seated and the gueen comes and sits
beside tum She whispers into nis ear and he smiles Suddenty
a few dgancvers begin to perorm  before them The King s
excited and s is the queen Al the end of the first performarnce,
theyclap The king then risesto see the performers

Nanakaan

Onp

MNanakaan

Cinpr

MNanakaan

Nanakaan

O

This indeed is a greal show To put laughter on
stage, when merely youdramatize life. You mock

when you laugh And laugh when you mock

Man Ihen becomes a theater where he unrolls for
the world to see In gratitude 1hen, the king shall
show what he makes of this performance First
send for the prince

The prince cannot attend this show,

Whiar be cames wea shallrecallthis He shall see
this show agamn

He shall see

(To the dancers! Keep an open ear But for now,
you shall receive gifte The kings ailendants
shall see 1o that Now thanks Resl your bones
We shall see you again (Exit dancers)

What is this thing that is happening, that the
prince leaves at will only for the gueen to recall?

He 15 your sen | merely gave an approval when |
found you needed pedce He shall be here
lomorrow or nexl
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hanakaan

Oriji

Nanakaan

Dkenmue

MNanakaar

Qnyt

MNanakaan

Cikorgagu

Nanakaan:

O

Tomorrow ar next? Ard | du not need to know
ngtantly? id | not say he must not leave” The
throne is under threat The time Is perilous and
naear for the enemy Now |standhelpless

|'et the kirmg not look too closely Sometimes a

son whispers Only the ear of the mothsr 15
caught Sconall shall come o normal

(Rises) Who i5there?

(Enters) Did the king call?

Yes Seid for Okoroagu. The Kingdom 15 never
relgsated untl the king is infected from the rear
Then and only then that he hears Bul the queen
is all gars when the business begins

No Let the king not say this The kingdom (s
never upnder siege Narwlll itever be

| have hearr
(Enters) What s thewil of the King™?
Meae!l me in my palace
(Exeunt the king and Okoroagu)
Is there a meeting without me? The King meets
without the queen And with outsiders! Now we

have safely entered a new age When man wars
onhimsell

Light fades on her and then reveals the king sitling Okoroagu

15 before him

Okoroagu.

Heaven is at peace with the throne. The pnnce
has safely gone To pursue aguiet life
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MNanakaan

Okoroagu

Nanakaan

Qkoroagu:

Nanakaan

Ckoroagu.

Nanakaan

Okaroagt

Nanakaan
Okenmuo.

Nanakaan

Okenmuo:

Manakaan

Ouet Iife Indeed | gave an arder he must not
go This is defiance

Letthe king keep his peace |l is not defiance. He
Is oul for goed

Why didn't you tell me this?
The queen knows! Who else s in doubt?

But she sald It was for a marriage A ceremony
thal would [ast 2 day ar two

Its not

(Nodding) Now. 1he queen lles o me
First, it was the plot

Now, decisions are reached without me:
Today then we shall know

Whais the firstof the two

The cockersd or the rump walery hen?

Latthus notinflamethe king's anasr 111s betteras
it

Betller as it s?'Who sthere?

(Enters) Dhd Your Majesty call?

Yes |uvalled Sendfor ChiefMegideya
(Exat Qkenmuo)

(Re-enters) The king called?

Atthe shrine al Ngodongo

(Exit Okenmun)
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Okoroagi.

=

WY} anaﬁcaan !

Okoroagl

Nanakaan

et no fear attend the kina The world s safe for
your reign Let the king take my counsel First, let
the king proceed to Ngodaongo There wait and
see what happens | heealter, charage the Head
of the Army to put to 1he sword all natous.entry
info the palace

What will thatoometa?

From the vision reveasled to me, mischief will
attend the: throne But they shall be vanquished.

Let them be v
ithe Head of
Naodanio
(Lighits facle)

{ immediately Send for
thee Aarmy Now proceed 10

Light redvels Chief Megideya sitting with hts wife He furns fo

ner
Megideya
Oduagu
Megideya
Okenmuo
Megideya

Okenmuo

Megideya

Dkenmuo

Where |s Kalach!?

She s inthe kitchen

Allright (knocks) Who 1s that ?
(Enters) Amessage fram the king
The king”

Yes The king has sent for you To meet him at
Naodonygo

Do you know what il s all about?

How would | know the rmind of the king?



The King Never Reigns a5

Megideys

Okenmuo.

Megideya.

Okenmuo.
Megideya:

Okenmue

Megqideya
Okenmuo

Megideya

Okenmup

Megideys

How would you nat * You could read |T|HI when
he sent you

Yes | saw his fate burmet srmind.

In the palace, if | may ask, my son, Who =|se was
with him?

The soothsayer, Sir
Was the city at peace?

| did not see ah advancing army Nor heard the
whining of harses. Or the stamping of hoofs
Nothing except the face of the king

Did you see the prince”
No But the king has sent for him

Jwant 4 definite answer Was all well witn the

palaca”
|cannoct say, Sir But the king locked worned

ToNagodongo | shallgo Tellhim | am orimy way
(Exit)

The mistorical moment is here at last. The King
has abdicated of is about ta The rens of powel
shallall come at a price. Or slip through his finger
to friine There | shall pass.on the bait Througha
city thirsting for blood To keep t safe by bathing
it Let me play but let providence daterming, as |
climib the froko infested with pythons (Knocks)
Whais there?
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Veronlca

Megideya

Veronica

Megideya

Veranioa

Megidey:

L5 the wind | have had .. dream. My mind s full
of fear To lie and wan at this craze And you
locked up in @ cage As the prince slaughtersd
men like animals | sal | a pool of blood While
the city walled in pans

((Raising up his hand) No. No more. This s nat d

time for drearms The king has abdicated the
throne The aracle sad he would He (s &t ihe
moment at Ngodonge. |f not, 1 shallrelgn

Ihe city shall fight back. | saw blood flow along
the streets. The dream cannot be for nathing

Who shallwe believe ™ |s tyou b thearacie’

(Resignedly) | o not knew: what fo say My
draanm has never been nvan

(Rigtnly) Notdenon ners aome. Tabeor nat 1o

be

“Light fades”
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Act B
Scene Two

The King 15 seaten nthe ganden Basides him ts the gueen who

ks fiatiinig s fin 5

nefans herself and then recfines towards the

girlgwhe sesksauilience with her

MNanakaan.

Onp

MNanakaar:

Chriye

Narakas

Cirpr

Dahcers

Ihe dancers are ready What shall we do about
the prince?

He will be nere soon Lat the dancers perform

The dancers are children Canthey withstand the
U Through consecutive performances?

(Srmiing! No they shall not be weary They hava
heen craving for this moment. Tney cannot now
ory autwhen glory Knocks al they door

(Brghtening up) Lel them perform | wanl lo be
amused As | withdraw almopst into exile
Ngedaongo s a lonely hill Yet the dancers sought
me-out lwani nothing but amusement After this,
they shall entertain the prince To brighten him
dafter the [ong jourmey new (et them enter!

(Signialing)

(Rusting in) Long live the King! (They dance as
the king and the gueen clap for them They do

senes of performances, as the king watctes with

keaninterest)

The dancers suddenly stop when they notice the entry of
soldiers carmying the body of Chief Megideya and Prince
Ogad The king immethately comes to his feet The queen
rushes forward as she sees her son)
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o THT
Nanakaart

PG

Nanakaan

Llas Alas! My son (She wails;
Whio is fesponsible for thisT

You! Maesty! Mo the king reign! While we
war-hed aver ine ty Eally ihie morning, late
mohl [ shauld say we foutd-a baleh of soldiers

mis maskad, others not, attacking the oty
gate Guickly they overpowered the gate-men
Theo thiey made straight for the palace They

Abjomy ostmem But they lacked men and
masials Thay fught the whole mght Then
sven thiey became weak, they took to their
eals We fElowad i hol pursuit When we
frund them about to escape, | sent a batth o
surroumd them We fought them frem front and
ok o ey fiel man after mare Al last to our
grRries | upntee, we saw lwo ol the king's men
His san Prince Ogadi and number one Chief
Megideya amehg the dead but valiant men. We
srounht them hera to certify them dead Thal
tragety has befailer the city, A prince warred on
iu father and his trusted man was also N
league tn it the king to the sword. The king our
kirig and hie houwsehold bacause of mere
ambitian

(Aghast) Trug? Princa Ogad? Bring me a pat of
ashes Then pauf it aver my head. A goat has
gaten paim frands on my head That death has
chosen this iy 1o brirg me lodisrepute. Declare
a day of mourning L&l there be ho Tjfe on the
streels Let there ne o cooking Lt all be stifl
(The gong sounds three fimes) Atiange far a
befitting funerm! The king's son s dead
Summon the autonomous communities et
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their Chiefs see me for this great tragedy Which |
shall now weep over [The king lowers s head

andcovers hls face)

rmadrniLl seng|
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Acth
Scene Three

The king s lytng on'the floor Gradually, fie wakes up and sits
He lies again and after an inferval Sits up Again =2 15 very
sorrowfal. His head s without cap and hi= chiesl bare. His
condition suggests hetscompleie - faxs’ tbygnef

Nanakaan.

Orig
Narakaar

Cinp

Nanakaan

What have | dune? The human areed has made
me a lsuaghing stoe | killed my son, Now the
kingdem fares wit! an helr Wiy then did |
lgbour? What if | calls sooner than | ihink?
There | shall phuus the kingrom inte dynastic
struggle - -all | had laboured o0 hard toprevent.
My Godl Exrhange my shame with a deep
slurmber Recall now these wasted years Send
meaclothaver my loin -« - -overmy shame

(Enters, eaves droppindg)
(Lies agam on the floor]

(Walks to the other end of the stage:the arm
housing her mom) Did he really kill my son? His
actions show he loved him See how he rolls on
the floor What is inthe hear of men? The humah
heart wears many faces That is why we react In
different ways Who can design the purpose of
men? Ogadi my son! Why are yolu dead”

(Risirig) And | can't have Children 1f only | can
have her | shall be well again | shall face
tomorrow with hepe and produce an heir through
her Her tender breasts wear swest milk for the
young Her arms are (ong and delicate: In her
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Lhmgba

MNanakaan

Dimgba)

Nanakaan

Dimgba

Nanakaan

Oimgba

MNanakaai

imaba

MNangkasan

[imgba

Nanakaan

bossutm | gee 1l lothe th wipe my face The
balm e soothe ¢y heart (Nose) \Who goes
thers? '

(Emters) TheHeaagalihsammy

My Sorrow has mulbphed

What can soathe t Your Majesty?

If anly you can find Chinanu, the daughter of
Chelowast

But o record has been made since her
abduction

ITkrow shes natdes! Finlnar Lsak forhar
Ishall Your Maasty

['shall give you half of my kingdsm o vou can find
gl=3] '

Lel us makae the ettart Let us sees || we can
amuse the king

My life depends an her Find her Find her. You
may gonow

(Exit)

Oh Godl Lat her not rhe
(Lights lade)

(The Lights reveal Dimgba and Chinanu tallang )

ohimygba.

The king sentior you himself Stand and honour
the reqles: '
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Chinan

Dimgba

Chirranu
Liimgba’
Chinant
imaba

Chinanu

Chmmgba

Chinanu

Drmgﬂa !

Chinanu.

trmgba:
Chinant
(imgha

Chirant

For a second tima? The first | was se.ed at the
gate of the palace Now what will become of me?

No gyl will befall you Cnly guickly honour the
SLUMMGN

May | koo winal lus pleasurc s

Why diyon estn e kig?
ldorot | arly want 1 preae imysell

Very we L= s hiswile

As his wife? R arindtsowam me | am (ke
a daughter in-aw 19 Chimenye | cannat i does
rof soundgosd. | shallnof

Youdechne the requestal the king?

tishotaretuss! [damotwan! o e any thing bt
adaughler to hym

You rnusl ablige him Al [@ast to cheer mim up
after the death of s son

That is the more reason why | gannol VWith what
face willl see Chinenye?

It is nothing It cannotbe She wants it too

| know her as | know mysell She will e heart-
broken

Shewillnotbe

Pray, sir, do not push @ any longer Tell him |
cannc! far all my Hie
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Dimgyba

Chinanu

For al|your |ife?

Yes Sir!

(The Lights fade revealing the king'in his serrowful mood. His
face ights upwhen he sess Dimgha)

MNanakaan

[imgba

Nanakaan:

Dimgba

MNanakzar

Nanakaan

Didyou find her?

Yes. Your Majesty Bul she says she cannot for
all her life

What was her reason®
That she would nol be able 1o face the princess

The princess? (Lowers his head) You may leave
mencw. (Exit Dimgha)

What is the use for my Iife (Rises a bottle and
danks paisen. Soan he begins to gasp)

For your sake Chinanu. For the sake of the
Kingdom - ---For--- - tar (Dies}

END.
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