@080

BY NC NOD

Language and national development By Ihejirika, R.C. is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

PATH TO NIGERIAN
POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

Edited By :

IHERIOHANMA, E. B.)




SV R SRR

!E\.i\GUﬁ:a o ADE AT

HEEJERTAA.

INTRODUCTION

Language is onc of the gt Pl Hhad e ST DT el

riore meanineful, functional and dyeamic. The g ; - o wembd
have been grossly miscrable if language hagt ne i
endownient 1o man which has enabled s . B T R

ke finm control of hiz ooviromnend, Thn

o HaAD £1AR00 IR ARy say b fmrbted

vinaal develapoicnt, be oot cone
languags. s itsnoner  sione s veiivunive g,

seal witheot micrencs o Brepnage, H o

v he plon oy

chupies s desig wd 10w

bt

Ay wi ey dhings 4

s the Tirst insini:, 3

Canslihe place of Tangiage in wationo! o,

Ty UIN ANDNATHREQFLANTGEE

fuere, thers hos wot b oo Sonviae b anigin of

e Howeyer fhe e bme oo ke of sl pnnig ogavding
G g Forhiveanes o st e ofihe snenactod soueens

sialtany B

ob Luneuage as the dive

when rrluf..d]l‘r' gl

These scurcas

allier. For fsstance, 1 natuval souid 000

v hieh F‘{H\, (UL ST AT heyd

could e heen Tnitaion of e nalwai
aronndd e (Yale, 1985-2) Althongh ez srxcatlofinn o iatestol L aPOTRALOIe



A alk AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT: THENRIKA, RICHARDT O

usages o5 could be found (n the preseni-day langoages, the percentage of such
onomatopocic words in some lang:ages is insignificant and therefore inadequate
io be considercd the source of "anguage.

Buased on this cizcumstwnce. the suitable answer io the question of the
artgie of kinguage is in the words of Yule (1985:1) which siate:

We sinmply do not know haw language originated

We do Enow ihat spoken lunguage developed well

before written fangrage, 10t when we uncover fraces

of fiuman life on carth dating back half a million years,

we never find any divect evidence relaving to the speech

of distarit ancestors.

Languape is an cmbodiment of organized vocal sounds employed con-
¢entionally for communicative purposes. Language is conventional beeause the
association of the organized vocal sounds with the external world is largely by
convemion, In addition. it is appropriate to sav that language is systematic be-
canse the different units of fanguage are arranged in such a systematic manner that
one gives riss to a higher unit. In English Language. for instance, morpheme begets
word, words give risc to phrase, with phrases clanse is formed and clauses culnii-
aate inte ontences. Although every language 1s organised and systematic, no bvo
shste exactly the same svstem or organisationad pattern.

CTERISTICS OF HUMAN LANGUAGEK.

Cirven the purpose language serves (commounicapon). ii should not be
1c-} 10 human beings because other creatures such as animals and bees hipve
cuitar way of communication which could also be regarded as language.
Hawevar tirman language differs from animal or bee language becanse of its nher-
ant fenines. The features include:

i Speech: For anything to be considercd a hurnan language, it moest be
spoken. Although writing is a component of langnage. 1t is ot given
primary consideration as speech. The reason is that writing is & wark of
titeracy and there are several primitive communities whose languages have
net heen comrmitted inte writing,

ey
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Arbitrary: In human fangeage there 1s ao fogreal relabonsiup between
object and the name ascribed to i fo Fnglish. Jor tastons o the word
“hook™ had been used to refer to “house™ . the ratise speak. s of English
woild have accepted ii.

Specie-specific: Although we have carlier staied it vifier crestures fave
their peculiar wav of commumication, theirs cannot be resarded as abso-
lyie Janguage. It is so becavse evidence avatkable shovs thud oniy freran
beings are capable of using language Al atlemipls 1o ieach armns hu-
man language have proved abortive.

Systematic: Another characteristic of language 1s thai it i5 Systernatc,
The systematic feature of language could be scen from the hicrarchical
arrangements of the various units that make it up. [n English, forinstance.
the vocal sounds are arranged into morphemes, morphemes into words.
words into groups/phrases. groups/phrases into clauses and clavscs into
sertences.

Displacement: By displacement as & characteristic of language, we meait

that monan language can be used to refer to an object or event in the past.”

present or oven future, It is possible o talk about anything cven when
that *hing or cvent is not currently i progress Or present.

Medium of Social Interaction: Language is the primary medium of social
interaction. What this simply means is that luiman beings interact mainly
by means of the spoken word or its symboli.é 1epresentation. Tias feature
of language has made human existence :nore meaningful and dy uamic.

LANGUAGESITUATION INNIGERIA

" A survey of the language situation in Nigena shows that Nigeria 5 a

multilingual speech comemunity. By this we mean that several Janguages exist side

by side in Nigeria. Goingby the available records, about 400 indigenous languages

exist in Nigeria (Elugbe, 1990:11, Jovitt, 1991:9). Three of the languages, [gbo,

Hausa and Yorvha arc outstanding. 'Uhey represeit the three major tribes in Nigeria.
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The complex linguistic set up in Nigeria was made worse by the advent of
colonialisin which added yer another Janguage to the exisiing ones - this time, the
English Language. For obvious reasons, the English Langnage became the official

language of Nigeria, the existence of the indigencus languages notwithsianding.
This development was received with mix feelings. .From one angleitisablessing in
that it is an instrument of unification of the divergent cthuic groups in Nigeria,
Also, the acquisition of western education, which is the bedrock for nationi deval-
ot

these developments, the English Language assumed 2 leadership role and as 4

opment, is made possible through the use of the Enghsh Language. In v

result attracted more ailention and patronage by Nigerians. The consequonce is
that today, the indigenous languages are not only relegated to the hackgrannd ut
also fooked upon as being inferior to the English Language.

The negative implications of this development are far reaching, For one
thing. tt places a very Ing giueshon mavk on Migerian independence and natton-
bood  Sccondly, i makes the issue of national lavgiage, which 1v a symbol of
identity and onencss to continue to be clusive

The discussion on the langonas siluation i Nigeria cannot he exhausied
witheut mentivmng thi: exisionce of soroe forcign lngeaees, Such foreian Taa-
guages include French, Gorman, Spamish, Portuguese ele Although these an-
miages do not enjoy olliial b.‘.z(.:’r;ing and patronage by the govermment, thoy are
taught and leamr in somwe of our cduconional institations. ar secondary and fertiary
levels, Insome universitics in Kigeris iday, theres department of Modern Furo-
pean Languages where some of these forcign languages are tanghn. The beneficia-
ries of the foreign language programines bave found themselves being relevant in

some internation ] zaihering, Some serve a8 mierprefers when the need arises.

THEPLACE GF I ANGUAGE IN NATIONALDEVELOPMENT

According iv Avo Bamehgse (1987)

Matiosst develogmesd o woeelly describresi

i terms of ecotiomsie v oot atlalnmend of eonrer

Larpaely v
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Nesranal Product (GNP or Gross Domestic

Product (GDP), rise in per capita income, elc.
Elusbe (1990:14) in hus own apinion states that

national development refers to the growil of

the naton in terms of wiity, ediycation. economic

well hetng, mass parlcipalion i government, &ic.

Based on their individual opinions. Bamgbose and Blugbe scem o have
agreed that pational development could be seen in terms of economic growth, edu-
cational adsancement, political awareness and national unity. For the purpose of
our discussion here. we shall adopt Bamgbose and Flugbe’s views as our working
definition of national development.

With regard to the place of language in national development, it is not an
overstatement to state that Ianguagc is an indispensable tool in national develop-
ment. It is based on this understanding that L.F Wallwork (196%:6) argqied that

No language no history. Technology and science may

control environment, but they too rest upon language

and the passing of information and commend whether

the language takes the form of complex mathematical

svinbuls, or abbreviated jargon, or highly complex

sentences. s

Tlhie acquisition of cducation. whether formal, infermal or traditional. is
made possibic by language. Itisin recognition of this fact that the federal govern-
ment in the National Policy on Education published in 1977 stated categorically the
role of Innguage in education. The document among other things states:

In addition to appreciating the importance of lunguage

in the educational process; and as a means of preserving

the people s culture, the government considers it 1o be in

ihe best interest of national unity that each child should

he encouraged to legrn one of the three major languages

orher than his ovea mothar longue.

The doctment goes furthes to sute that “the langrage of instruction in the

)
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prinary school shiould be initially the child's mather-tongue or the language of the
immediate commumnity and at a later stage English”,

Literacy, which is one of the end products of education that is made
manifest in the use of language, has been found to promote development. The
UNESCO’S findings have revealed that there is correlation between illiteracy and
pbverry. For instance, in developing countries where per capita income is low,
illiteracy rate is usually high. When people are literate, it becomes easier to mobilize
them towards national development. A literate farmer, for instance, will no doubt
appreciate the use of modern technology (inchiding the usc of fertilizer) in farming,
Literate people are usually alife to their civic responsibilities — observance of the
law of the land, payment of taxcs, effective partictpation in political activities, etc.
They would also be in better position to appreciate the government and its activi-
ties since they can have access to the media-both print and electronic,

Natioanal integration is very much si gnificant to national development.
In Nigenian situation where there are several ethnic groups with their different
languages, national development would have been elusive if the heterogenous
cthnic groups are not integrated both at the ethnic level and national level. Thisis
so0 because :

differences between indigenous languages keep

the people apart, perpetuate ethnic hostilities,

weaken national loyalties and increase the danger

of seperatist sentiment (Schwarz, 1965:39).

There is no gain-saying the fact that it is the English Language that has
ncutralized the consequences of the existence of several distinct indigenous lan-
guages as stated above. Today, it is possible for an Igbo man to interact and
transact business with his Yoruba counterpart. It is based on this positive contri
bution of the English language that Afolayan {1984) stated that:

Itis unreaz’!sricfbr anvbody in .r\f'igerfd' today

to think that national unity can be forged in

the country without recourse to the utilization af

rhe-Englis}r Language ... It has been the lan guage

of its politico-economic unification and

administration ...
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it is geossly inadequaie to talk of natiunal development without a corre-
sponding political development. {n Wigerian context, lanauage has pone a very
long way n enhancing the artainment and susterance of democracy. When we talk
of democracy and mass participation in governance. languaze. both indicenous
and non-indigenous 15 very crucial,

It is through language thai the covernment reaches the govermned. Also,
ihe busiress of law making in a demeocratic dispensation is made possible by fon-

cuzee. The government recognizes the role of iznguaee in this direction and madc

provision for it in the 1979 Federal Republic of Nigeria i Seetion 51 af
the constitution states

The business of the National dssembiv shall i

conducted i Evglish, fbo Hawse amd Toruhie wien

adeqiiate arrangements hove been nede

For the State Hooses of Assemnbly, Section 91 of the samu constitution sigles:
the House of dssembly shull be conducied in

Englich bui the howse mayv 15 aeddition (o English

cunduet the business of the house in one or more

onher funguagse spoken o the state as the House mov

by resolution approve,

Mass media, both print and =lecuonic a1e esseritial mpradhicinn mnational
development. This is why the governracat at all times aod at all fevels invest ron!
anmass media. [t s through the mass medn et {hc_:f_:g.:)\-'cn‘uncnts create avareness
and publicise theie activities and proosarames = the masses. On the other hand, the -
rrasses reach the government through e mass media. From all indieations, mass

media 18 2 function of language. No fanguage no mass media.

CONCLUSION
in view of our discussions abuve, it is pertinent o conclude that meaning-
tul national development in terms of education, economy, politics and culrure can-

nat be aftained in the absence of language. Therefire, i1 lsnguage must play this
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roje expecied of 1 i the area of pational development. the government should
embark on meaninigfial development of the indigenous languages. fn the words of
Flugbe (1990:14) “Democracy, which is sur goal, cannot tuly exist where only an
elitist few (in this caze speakers of Entelish) can participate™

Machinery should be set in motion for the realization of the hitherto elu-
sive nationai language. The existence of natienal language in Nigeria would inte-
graie the country the more and foster national unity,

Granted, the English Language has helped a ereat deal in propasating
western education as well as achieving national integration. the Nicerian political
independence and nationhood would stand to be questioned if the English Lan-

guage is adopted the national lancuace of Nigeria.
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