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Chapter 2

2.0 VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT
R.C. Ihejirika & G.N. Oghonna

INTRODUCTION:

The sucress inscewnd language learming party
(epends on the amoint of words ot the imguage in
quuestinrcwhich an individual possesses t express his
tisughts and feclings betler.

The tatality of e words ovailable for nse in a
lewrfuag: is what s usually reliorred to as the vocahulkary
ol that langoage.  IF s also correct to say that
viecabulary is the amount ot words of a lninguage which
ain individuad possesses and can manipulade,

I is therefore absolutely necessary that in
learning English as a scconrd lunguage one should
develop one's vocabulary or possess as many words as
possible. As o how the vorabulary of English could
be developed, soine processes are indispensable, The
tlisenssion of suine ol the processes is the wain focus
ol this sertion.
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2.1 DENOTATION AND CONNOTATION

In vocabulay development. denotation i
cotmotation are two coneepts thal are worthy of
mentionn, Just as words ace used (o hasy roriexlon]
meaning,. they can egqually be used denofatively or
ronnotatively. According to Tiolman [1973) denolation
is (he specific, exavt weaning of a wordl, independet
of its emolional coloration. In order waords. denotu v
meaning of a word is L literal or dictionary R[S ERIPeTE
of a word and nol nocessarily what it sugdests, For
instance the denotations of sheep, lon, dog. Tal,
monkey, cte. are the animals L which the words
Niterally refer and pothing more. Therelore, i 0N 8ays,
“I'he lion is roaring in the forest. 1 simply aaeans (it
there is an animal called fion which is ot thal point i
time crying in the forest, it should also be pointed out
that the denotation ol a word does not vary irom culoare
(o euliure what this simply means is thal whena wirel
is nsed denotatively it nust be understood by all thad
ase the same language irrespective of thoelr cultural
backdground.

Connotation on the other hand has becn clefined
by Holinan (1975) as the clusler ol anplications thid
words or phrases may camy with them as distinguished
{rom their denotalive meanings.  In other words
connolation is assoviative meaning,  That is, when
words ure used to convey meanings outside Their
dictionary meanings. Connotative 1sc of words is one
of the devices found in literary creativity and is
Furction is to create mental picture ol an idea Deing
pul across.
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Cotnolative nse nl words can be privade or
personal. This is when an ndividual nses words
ronnolitively it line wilth his or hier personal
expericnes,  When this is e case, the connotalion
iy e De tndversally nndersteod. On e other hand
conmotation call be group [National. linguistic, raciall.

Students should  abaswys pay coitical atention
to words in order o determine their conuotative
weanings,  I1is by inlerpreting the cotnolalive
mcsnings of words ihat uie can inler the write s point
ol view sl altitude towards s snbject madter.

2.2 FIGURES OF SPEECH:
The essence of voenbulary development is o enable
the learner of English express himself better. Tlowever,
expressing ote's (houghts and lechings, many o e
gocs bevond the use ol individual words, AU tnnes
vroup ol related wnrds is Giken as a whole (0 express
cne's thought,. Such aroup of related words is taken
asonowhole to express one's honght,. Sucle group of
reliuled words could be examined lrom the point ot view
of whin is linguislically referred toas figures ol speech.
According to Helman (1072:224). “Hyures ol
speech are the various uses of language which depard
froen cnstomeanry cunsiructinn, order or sidnilicanes in
order {ov nchicve special effcels or meanings". Figure
of speech is u device whirh can enable one creale a
mienlal preture of at idea he wants Lo pud aeross, Also.
it s a process of conerclizing an abstract ideas. Tuke
o inatance, i one savs: “lke is very all” Teois an
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srdinary staterment (il s no spreial eflect, Bint
e statetnent could e more ellective and ot Lhe =anuw
time oreates o omental pielure il it i transtorined
fipuratively as. “Tke is us tall as a palim tree

There e several vpes ol ioures ol speecly, Dok

of thern would be oxpladimesd s fullows:.

1.

Simile: Simile is a [igure ol speeeh inowhich
two unrebiled things are compared tsing Tas”
or “like” Bxarnples:

“. Jobi ik as tadl as a paln bree.

Jis Elis brend is ke oo enconnad,

Metaphor: 2\ [iguee ol speech e wliich two
unrclated things are cutnpared withollt wsing “as
or Clike™. I facn il is acsituation inowhich the
queditics of o1e (thing is ascribed (o atioklicr

Foacnple:
. FHe was a lion in the battle,
h. The lady s a pig

Personification: Simply menns giving
atlimnate quality Lo inanimate ohjeels, Examples:

L. War hos caten up a gond nurber of people
inn Rwanda.
1. The titnes are biting hard.

Euphemison: [his is a ligure ol speech in which
samething tat is very sorious is put in a less
sertones Wiy example: '

a. His grandfather has passed on,

I3, Ve wonan who Inst her huasband shaded
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vicat of tears.

Paradox: A statement thatl sounds contradictony
ab the surlace level but whicly is meaningtul after
carciul interpretation. Roanple:

. The child is the Gither of the man.
ta. Il vou want peace you must be prepared
tor war.

Irony: Deliberately saying the opposile of whal
one wants Lo sov. Bxaanple:

a. I am hungry Decause [ have saten Lo my
galisfnelion,
b, Yo are brillianl 1o have Fatled the exann.

Metonymy: tUsing an ohjeet associated with
something to represent that thing, Kxample:

a. The pen is mightier than the sword.

. Uncasy les the head that wears the erown.

Synecdoche: A figure af speech i which a
part is used to represent o whole, Exanple:

i All liands on deck.

b 1 have ton mouths Lo feed

Litotes; A slatcment in which lwo negalive Cx

pressions are uscd to give positive neaning.

lexarnpe:

a. [ amn nol ungracelul.

b His success s nol anconnmected with his
hard work.
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2.3 IDIOMATIC EXPRESSIONS:

Another lancuase devies i whicly a grotgs of
relatod words are taken as o whole (o CHNPTess liurm
thought is idinny dioms are Phirases or sengences
which meanings are not arrived at Ly frerpreting the
individual words that muake theiy up. The meanings
of idioins are fixed like that of individoad words, Take
for instance, the expression kick the bucket is :n
ilionualic expression which micaning is “die™. e fore
il one says, "The old man has kicked 1he bucket”, it
siinpdy means that “The old nue s dicd,

Lvery languase has its idioms. As we have
English telioms so alsa there are Preneh idiuns or Iz
idioms,  Mhious are not creabed Iy individuals rather
ey exisi in the hinguaee like 1he individual wirs,
I learning the English idioms, a good English
dictionary is the answer because the Fuglish idions
arud their meanings are usually found in the clictionane,
Some cxamples of the English idioms and (heir
meatings are listed below:

Idiom Meaning

Lo tetthe cal out of the by reveal secred,

2. Live cat and dog lif: - b guarrelsone.

3. Take the hall by il horns he COLLNUE01S,

4. Cock and bull story - Meaningless story,

. Boeat about the bush goovound and roord
willtoul tnaking a
it

6. Tu be at home = Lo e Trnilioe o at
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pase witln.

7. To tow the line - (o aceepl authority
anid abide by the
rules,

&, Keep vour hal on don't lose yvour

lermper.

9. T v off the handle to lose your lemper
sucdenly for no
apparenl rcasorn.

160, 17l on une's feel ty b lucky usually

unexpecioed.

It s net possible for one to know the meaning of
every idiom one commes acrnss, It is in this situation
that the use of dictonary becomes necessary. For
instance. e idion “take the bull by the horns” could
be lnrated in the dictionary by looking up the word
“buli™. *&EamHL the word, yvou would lind “take the bull
Ly the herns” wrilien in black mk and the meaning
stated. Thus, fur every idiow there is always key word
it contains, look up the key word in a diclionary, you
would alwavs find Lhe idiom and the meaning.

Making use of vour dictionary, look up the following
idioms:

1 To have an axe Lo grind.
2 To be in deep waler.

3. A dark horse.

4. A drug on the marker.
o Keep vour chin up.

6. Keep your shirt on.
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7 Led the steoping dog lie,

8. The mar in e sireet.
9. Nip in the bud.

10, Play one's card well.
11. Soostars.

12, Slep on some one s loes,
13, Slrike while the iron is hot.
14, Make hay while sun shines,
15, #it the nail on the head.
16.  Call a spade, a spadc.

17,  Tuo bell the cal

1%, Ilave an itching palo

19, Turnup a new leal.

20, Adog in a manager.

2.4 PROVERBS

gome students have always confused idioms wilh
proverbs. For such students, idioms and proverbs are
the same. This notion 1S quite erraneous. Thie reason
i that holl are different concepts in language study.
Proverh. according o Holman (1875] is a senilcnce or
phrase which briclly and strikingly expresses
recoanized truth or shrewd observalion aboul pracuical
life and which has been presecved by oral iradition
{hotgh it may he presorved and rransnitied in writlen
literature as well.

Every language has its own proverb, hence we
can talk of Igbo Proverb, English Proverb, etc. However.
it is possible [or proverbs 1o pass freely from one
languages to anotlier.

Like idioms. proverb, is a language device that
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helps are to convey idews more vividlye and effectively,
It also creates room lor econonty of langnaze whinl could
e said in onc paragraph or more could e disoissed
in a single proverb, 1t also adds coleue o limguagde
ardd makes iUmore inleresting w be wsed. 10 3s onthis
note that Chinua Achebe was guoted as sayimd
“Proverb is the palm oil with which words are eaten”

Some examples of English proverb inchude:

1. Sl witers run deep.

2. Man proposcs God disposes.

3. Forewarned, lorearm.

4. A friend in need is a friend indeesd,
b, All that glitters is not gold.

5. One day begins a story,

This is connelation that is group, national.
finguistic or racial bound. It does not enjov universal
usage. Take lor instance, i [gho Cullure dog is known
(o be promisonous. Therelore, when a person is sajd
to he a dog, it connoles promiscuity. But outside Igbo
culture, it my connote something different. Also in
lgho culture o say that a persen is a goal connotes
Lhal the person is stupid. But in the English Coliare it
means that the person is a lecher.

Another type ol connolation is the one (hat could
be described as generl or universal. This is the tvpe
of connotation that is understood by all irrespeciive ol
nne's cultural background, in this case. if one is
described as a lion it would be generallv known that
the person is brave also when one is called a pig, it
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would be universally kiovm that the person is dirty.
In general, words Have posidve or neganve
connolation.,  Howover, while sorwe wnrds 1ay (TASE
holh positive and negative connolation depending o
usage, others Have permancnt jrn-tile posilive orF
negative conmotation. For inslbanet, e word Tradical”
may connote positivily or negarivity depetding oLl the
writers point of view, Look it these pen sentenecs:

b He suceeeded because af his radicul approach
L issties. [positive)
pris He alwavs have confiicl with 1he aurthorties

breanso ol 11is yadical :nppm:u'-h. fedative],

The following words are cither porronancntly
positive 0r nefakive in contiobalion:

Positive Negative

Thrifuy stingy

Diligent lazy

Wise st

Rich poor

Suenhss fuilure.

3 Practice makes perfect.

4. The pen is mightlicr than the sward.

5. All is well that ends well.

6. Uncasy lies the heed that wears the crown.

Sludents are advised to sludy proverbs and
use Lhem as o way of improving {heir oxXpression.
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2.5 REGISTERS

There are varictics of aedoage. One way use
the Languade gecording 1o ome's individual speech
leabit {idiolecth, one’s geographical location {dinlecl)
ur o subject matler or silwalion or condexi [register).
W shall concenirate on the Tast variely.

When the word regisier ts mentioned, 1he
coanmenest anpression is the ook 1sed in schools, in
tecording tammes and atlendance ol puptls and
sbuadeeeks. T oo coptext, reaisier is o=ced to moan
Liodunge acrording tn Protession or ficld of discaotirsec,
This simply ancans that the sabject matter or the
sihnalion in question gnes o fong way in inflnencing
Lhic type of Limpnnge one uses. Register has to do with
distinie! inganstie components of any profession. For
eouitniple: we have regisior of Science., Law. Technnlogy.
Foeonomics/Comimeree, Medicine, Mass media. Inother
words, whien we talk of regisior o Scicncs, we mean
the vorabubary, the grammar ergployed i Scicnee aned
By Seientist in the cause of their prolession: thesc may
inchude, hypothaosis, theorv, experinment, reaction,
laharatory. cie as distine [rom the vocabuolay used in
legal discussious by lawycers which may include;
contract, criminal code, equity. plaindill, convieled,
defendant, evidenes, exdiibit, ele.

The language of law hias propensity lor long
senltenees. AU tnes, one seilence can be expressed
in A whole paragrapl, The use of long senlences is
necessitated by the absence ol puncluation marks.

O tlae wthier hand, Seicuee has condributed to
Ll Esrelish vocabubary to the extend thidd soime wrilers
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ol Seienee have iniroduced teclhinical lerms liko, genies,
horinone, ovelotron, ele, SO ol these words even
Aontinate our everveay diserission,

Wonrds and exprossions such s gross profils.
net profits, inftaten. devaluation of curreney, ceonnmic
rerrasion el sl e pt reschecduling, irnport ane
export, exchange rate, markel trends, oie. pervade
Ay discussion 1id therefors {form the register al
ceonuinies ad ConuneTes.

2.6 COLLOQUIALISM:

Coltogoial cxpressions are phrases or slvics
that are used lor ordinary conversation,  They arc
Lol snitable lor formal or liturary sotting,  We 1Ay
way of thiem as expressions conmnornly used in
informal speech bul not nsuadly acceptable mn formal
spevel ol writing,

It is necessary o note thatl eollnguinl expressions
e ot wriong nsape, This is 8o hecausr, they can be
appropriate im certain sitnation, espocially informal
ciuations, | lmvever, collogquialism Lecornes 8 Wrong
nsase when il geeurs in 4 formil prescutalionn.

{nlloguialisin can be stylistic ose of lanigiagde.
Far iustance. the word “engnged” is colloquially used
in Migeria Baglish. For exampl:

My, Njeku engaged Ui it1 A discuessiol.

1 Staudard Eoglish e word Tengaged” oconrs in the
rupister of malrinony: for example:

ey has engaged Rdna.
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Conlraciod Frms are colluguialisms, and so are nol
nsed in formal prescnlations, Delow are some
pxarples:

Shie sluaa't.
e wan't,
Arend vout!
| weren't vle,
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