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Chapter 4

The Sentence
By
R.C. IHEJIRIKA

S everal atternots have been made ta define the term

sentence. To some scholars, sentence is a complete statements,
or question, or command. others see it as the largest
grammatical unit used to express statement, question er
command. But for he purpose of this write-up, sentence ceuld
be defined as any linguistic uttcrance which contains a subject
and predicate used to express complete thought. Based on
this definition, the following are examples of sentence.

(i} He has been reading all day long.

(n) The driver was ratther reckless,

Giiy  Isaw him.

Note, however, that it is not the length of an utterance
that determines whethes it is a sentence rather it is the thought
expressed. Any utierance which is capable of expressing a
complete thought no matter how short or lang is a sentence.
Therefore the following utterences cannot be regarded as
sentences because they do not express comphete thought.

(i) As [ was coming to the lecture
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(i} The manwho visitr:;d= her i,ffr:sférday
{iii}  The tall beautiful young lady

These utterances arc really meaningful but thev do not
express complele thought. However, they could be made
sentences as fullows:-

{i) As T was coming to the lecture, I saw the man.
{ii}  The man wha visited her yesterday has come again,
(1} The tall beautiful young lady is my friend.

Many a time students apply full stop wrongly because
they do not know what is a complete thought. You should
noe note that you can only apply full stop when you have an
utterance that expresses complete thought,

Types of sntense according to construction

L. Simple Sentence: A simple sentence is the one that
contians only oe main clause and expresses one complete
thought:

Example: b John is my name
Ii I need some money
i She has never impressed me.
7.3 Compand sentence: Unlike a simple sentence, a

compound sentence 18 made up of two main clause joined
together by a conjunctien. In fact, a compound sentence

eXpresses two camplete thoughls. Example:

i Tohn s singing angd Mary is dancing

i He passed the course but he never learnt

anthing.

1i I visited him_but I did not see tim.
The underlined words are conjunctions.
3. Complex sentence: A complex senlence is the one
that has one main clause plus one or more subordinate clauses.
Examples: 1. He flogged me because T came jate.
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i As soan as he came, the lecture started.
. 1 saw him while he was playing.
Fhe underlined expressions are main clauses while the
expressions not underlined are subordinate clauses. For the
purpose of punctuation, note when a subordinate clause
begings a sentence, it is usually marked off from the rest of
' the sentence with a conuma as ¢an be seen in sentence 2 above.
4. Compound-complex sentence: This 13 & sentence
that has twa main clauses plus one or more subordinate clause.
Eg.

i. John is playing and Mary is dancing because
% their parents are not ahome.
1. I wisitee hirn bt 1 didn't see him because he
travelled.

Apart from the above classification, sentences can also be
classified into four according to the purposes they serve.

l. Statemen t {declarative)
2 Question (interrogative
24 Command {imperative)

5 Exclamaion { Exclamation)

S tatement (Declarative Sentence ) Tis is a senience | which
the subjeit is always present and generally precedes the verh.
Staiements usually cod with a full siop.

Examples:
i The boy is happy.
i1, The car was damaged.
iti. The country wii Ik survive,

Question {fterrogative): A question is a sentence that asks
for information. It usually ends with a question mark.

Examples:
3 What 15 your name?
it How old are you?
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fil. Are you hungry?
T¥pes of question:
I Polar or Yes or No question: This is 2 question that
TCQUITes YO8 OF i answer, Example:

1 Will wvou attend the party?

ii. Did you pass the course?

11 Arc you tired?

Formation of polar question.
fd4) By sihject-operator inversion-
A polar question can be forenid by inventing the subject
and operator of the same sentence,
Example:
He is reading.
The above sentence is a stuternent and it has “he' and
"5 as subject and Operator respectively.
i1 the subject and the operator aie tnverted the statement
wolld be transformed into 4 question. Example:
[s he reading?
Other cxampies are:
He has gone home-Has be gone home?
You are tired- Are vou tircd?
She has slept - Has she slept?

fbh By retaining the normal word under but with a rather
rising thun futling intonation at the end.
Exumple: :
L You are going - You are Going?
i He failed - He failed?
1il. She is respectful - She is respectfnl?
2. Wh-Question: This is a question that being with in

terrogative pronouns such as who, whorn, whose, which, what,
when, where, why how and usual] y ends in falling intonation.
Examples:
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1. Where did yiu go"?

1. Who killed the gout?

i, How old are you?
Note that questions that begin with “How™ a8 in guestion No.
iit above 15 also a wh-question.

2, Tag question: This is a question that has a Tag.
Exarmples:

L He did not come here, did he?

it. You don't have sme money, do you?

iii. She danees very well. doesn’t she?

Formation of tag question.

As can be seen mn the above examples, a lag question
is ade of a statment and 4 tag. In forming a tag question,
positive statement goes with negative tag while negative
statement goes with positive tag.

Mote that a statement is positive when it docs nit
contain “no” “not’ ar n’ . on the hand anegative statcment
1s the one that contains “no™, “not™ or “n't”, Examples:

L bl

1. He come here - positive
I He did not come here - negative
1. She isn’t in the class - nepative.

Formular: 1. Positive statement goes with negative tag.
Exampies:

I He plays well. doesi’t he?

if. The lecturer has come, hasn't he?

1. They are playing, arcn’t they?
Formular 11 Negative statement goes with positive tag.
Examples:

1. He daecs not play weli, dees he?

ii. The lecturer has not come, has he?

1l They are not playing, are they?
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Answering a Fag Question:

In answening atag question, positive answer goes with
positive tag and negative answer poes with negative tag.
Example: :

He plays weil, doesn’t he?

Answer: Yes, he does or

Mo, he docs not.

It is wrong to say

* Yes, he does nor or

L3 No, he does.
Command {Imparative septence)}
‘This is a sentence that expresses command, it is usually formed
from & statement by simply deleting the subject and having the
vert i the base form. Exarnples:

Statement - Command.
He waited - Wail.
She is a nicc wornan - Be anice woman,
ahe brought good news - Bring good news.
Other examples of command are:

i. Slay there,

il. Stand on your desk.

1. See me later.

Exc,lg%‘qn {(Exclamatory Sentence)

i5°1s a sentence that shows strong feelings about

something. Itusually ends with an exclamation mark. Exam-
ples:

(i}  Youdowtsay!

(i) What a nice day!
Types of Sentence according io development.
1. Loase Sentence: The mant clause comes firste g.. He

started as soon us he came
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23 Perindic sentence: The main clause comes fust 2.2 AS
soon as he cume, he slarted.

aF Balanced Senienee: When (wo 0F morc cluuses have
equal importance Example: Obi is singing and Adais
dancing.

4, Mixed Sentences: The main clause/iden s in the

middle. e.g When the students left the classroom, they
went (o the auditorium because they had another
lecture.

SENTENCE (CLAUSE) STRUCTURE

Tn maodern grammar is oppused to rraclitional grammar,
4 sentence may be seen as comprising five units called elemens
of sentence (or clause) structure. Such elemants include
subject, verb, complement. object, Adverbial { Adjunct), here
abbreviated as follows:
S, V,A, GO

5 A ¥ 0
John/carefullyfsearched/the room

S YV A C A
The girl/isinow/a studentsfat a large university.

8 v A
fHis  brother grew/happier graduvally
5 ¥ O O

He/ has given/ the girl/ an apple.

SUBJECT

The subject of a sentence has a close general relation
1o what is being discussed, the theme of the sentence with
ather parts of the senlence referring to it. Other features of a
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subject include:

i

2]

i

Obligutary: A sentence cannot exist without a subject
unless imperative sentences such as

Give it to him.
or elliptical senlences such ag
{a) Has he gone?
{h) Just left {He has just Jeft).
The subject normally precedes the verh except in some
questions, €.¢ Is he a student? or in a sentence like: Rarely
i1s he unhappy. Except in these cases, a subject normally
precedes a verb,

The subject may be questioned by who or what before the
verb, e.g Who has done the job? John has done the job.
What lell on the floor?
The hook fell on the floor,
Exceptian:
Itis raining
*What is raining?
If the subject is not 2 pronoun, it may be replaced by a
pronoun (he, she, it, they) £.2. The man left. In the
above sentence, “The man” which is the subject of the
sentence can change to ‘He' and the sentence tums
out to be: He lefl. -

There is alwuys concord between the subject and the

verb of the same sentence. Concord here simply means the
sgrectnent between (wo grammatical element such that if one has a
particular feature (plurality) then the other would have the
same feature e.g

The student attends lecture regulariy.
The students attend leetures reguiarly.
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6. The subject is usually reahized by a noun. pi‘nnnun,
nourt  phrase, noun clauses, perund and infinitive, ¢.g
Dogs are dangerous. fnourn)
He visits me always  (pronoun)
The beauriful lady has come. {(Noun Phrase)
That she came surprised me (Noun Clause)
Smoking is dangerous to health ( gerund)

To err is human (inftaigve)

VERDB

The vetb element of a simple sentence is usually
realized by a verb inciuding auxiliary verbs.

OBJECT

{1} Object is usually obligatory with many verbs. c.g e
found ir. In this sentence, it is the object and if it1s
removed and the sentence reads He found makes the
sentence ungrammatical.

(2)  The abject normally immediately foliows the verb.
Adverbs like “suddenly” cannot ovcur between object and verp.
E.g it is ungrammatical to say He found suddenly it. But we
can have He felr suddenly very tired because ‘very tired’ 18
not an chject.

(3 The object may be questioned by whofm) or what
after verb e.g.
He found i
They saw ltin
The objects & and fiim in the above sentences can bhe
questioned as follows.
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Whar i he find?
Whofm) didl they see?

4, There is no concord hetween object and subject or
object and verh. E.g He sees them. In this sentence there is
no concord between Ae and them or sees and thens.

oF If the object is not 1 pronoun. it may be replaced by a
pronoun. E.g He sees the girl

can read

He sees hegp
6. For many sentences wilh object, there is comesponding

passive sentence which has its subject what 15 the objcet on
the non-passive version. E.g. the sentence: He sees the girl,
can vead, The girls is seen by him. The girl which is the
objectin the first sentence is now the subject in the second
Sentence.

i The object is usually realized by o noun. PFOTICLUI, TIOUT
phrase or clause e.g. He bought & pen  ( noun)
He sees the girl (noun phrasc)

He said that he would go. (noun clavse)
[ saw him. (pronoun)

Types of Object

There are two types of object, namely direct and
indirect objects. Direct object is something that is done for or
recerved by the indirect object. Eg
S Ay Qi Od
He/ gave/the girt/the book
In the above sentence, the girlis the indirect object (0) while
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the boak s the direct object (Od)

The difference between direct and indircct object.

L. An indirect object where both objects are present,
preccdes the direct object except in rare instances like Bntish
English e.g.

Vv 0d Oi

Givefit/me.
2 Usually there can be an indirect object in a sentence

only if there is also direct object ¢.g
3 ¥ O Od

He/ gavefihe girl/ the book

5 v h Od

He/ told/ the police/ his story.

3. Indirect object is often cptional e.g
S v Oi 0d
Theyfcookedrhim/a pood meal
The indirect object kim in the sentence could be removed end
lhe sentence remains cotrect .8
They cooked a good meal. IR
Indirect object often expresses the recipient of thc
direct abject or the beneficiary of the verbal action.

5. Indirect object ordinarly refess to people.
6. Indirect object may be a noun phrase but not a ciause.
COMPLEMENT

A complement is a noun phrase, an adjective phrase
or a clanse with 2 nominal function, having a co-referential
relation with the subject or object. 1t is called subject
complement when it refers to the subject and object
complement when it refers to the object.
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SUBJECT COMPLEMENT
Subject complement has the following features.
L. It is obligatory with intensive verbs, Intensive verbs
are verbs thal express intensive relationship, that is, they
eXPress or ascribe qualities e.g
5V (C
He/isftall
I the above sentence rafl is the subject complement.
Other examples are:
S W %
Hefbecomes/angry
S v C
Sheflookshungry
5 ¥ C
Shefseems/jilied

il Subject complement generally follows verb. Ilowever,
adverb may oceasionally comes between subject complement
and verbeg

5 by A 44

Helwasfsuddenlv/angry

i Subject complement is not usually replaceable by a
proncun e.g
S NoC
John/isftall

4. if subject complement is a noun phrase, often there is
concord between it and the subject, e.g

5 A4 C

They/are/students.

Nor: They are a studenl.
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B No comresponding passive in which subject complement
is made subject.e.g

5 v C

He/fbecame/a student.

cannot be: *A student was became by him.
. Subject complement may be 1 noun phrase or adjective

phrase, e.2

He is the winner (NP}

He is very tall. (Ad).p).

Also a prepositional phrase can realizc the subject
comple ment elemente.g

AV C

Hetisfof average height

OBJECT COMPLEMENT

The features of object complement are as follows:
(1% there is always mtensive relationship between the object
and object complement. E.g.

5 v O Co

They/found/it/satisfactory

In the above sentence there is intensive relationship
between if and satisfactory.

2 The ohject complement normally follows the object,
c.g '
S v O Co
They/made/him/president
45 There is often concord between the object and (he
objecL complement .8
S v 0 Co
He/consideredi/themithe best candidaies.
4, No corresponding passive in which objecl complement

is made subject, e.g
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S V O Co
They/made/him/their president
cunnot be: *Their presiden| was rmade by him.

5. Object complement is realized by Noun phrase or
adjective phrasc e.p
S A4 QO Co

He/considered/themithe best candidates
The best candidates here is a noun phrase,
S v C Co
They/considered/himivery good

very good here is adjectival phrase.

ADVEREBIAL (ADJUNCT)

The features of Adverbiil are as follows:
| Adverbial is often optional, e.g

5 v A A

He/swam/in the river/yesterday

The adverbial clements in the above sentence could be
removed and the sentence still stands. He swam or He swam
in the niver or He swam yesterday.

However, localive adverbials are not optional, e.g

SV A

Nefisfin Lagos

In the above sentence, in Lagos is 1 lucative adverbial
and il is mandatory in the senlence if it were to be meanmingful.

2. Adverbial is often mobile, that is, it cam occur in
different positions in a sentence e.g
S5 A% A A

He/swamivesterdayfin (he river

A 5 Y A
Yesterduy/he/swamin the river:
3. Adverbial is realised by the following:
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i) Adverbial phrase ¢.p
He swam very well

b) prepositional phrase (PP e.g
He swam i the river.

c) - Adverbeg
fHe drives slowly.

SENTENCE PATTERNS:

In the previous discussions, we have been able 49
identify five elements of a simple sentence or clause structure.
Based on these elements, Quirk and Greenbamm (1973 166)
identified seven sentence patterns which could be furmad from

the elements:
1. SVA: 5 ¥V A
Mary/fisfin the house
2 5VC: 5 VoG
Maryv/isfkind
3 SVO: 5 Vo QP
Semebody/bought/the ball
4. SVOA: 3V 0O A
Uput/the plate/on the table
5. SVOC: § V oD COo
Wetave/proved/him/wrong
6. SVOO: 5 V O Od
She/gave/mefexpensive presents
7. 5V S ¥
The chuld/laughed.
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