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9  The unheralded politics of
Urban spaces in Nigeria

A case of city prostitution and
precarious livelihoods

Ohinna fnnocent Thunna

Intriduction

Lirban spaces constitute hotly contested arcnas of social experience Thus, by
their very nature, tensions between inclusion and exclusion arise among the city's
pulsating beings. This iterplay of competing interests tends to play out through
the individuared and aroup poals that eneage its occupants, and often focuses on
competition over scarce economic resources and power. The matter of wha is enli-
tled to what resources and the persistent presence of conflict marks urban spaces
as essentially political. To be sure, policy and politics regulate the operations of
ceeupants, drive the granting of entitlements and benefits, and management where
and for whom deprivations and lack of access falls In this wise. contestation of
rights is integral to the construction of social relatioms within urban spaces. These
contestations are, as the following narratives aptly reveal, ted 1o strugeles over
belonging and access to space and liveliboods

In one of those loose lalks typical of Teaders in the Nigerian tederation. a
former governor was alleged to have said that not everyone should live i or be
tound in, Chwerri. the state capital. His convictions were varied and were aimed
at stemming the tide of hardship which had eripped many urban dwellers whe
were now preoceupied with seeking outlets of protest, With this statement. he
indicated that those faced with excruciating hardship and the Hiscal challenges
of city dwelling mav find reprieve by moving o rural areas where survival was
larpely seen as fess demanding, Owerrt was nota place that pranted the we|-
being of vveryone

The Tormer governor more so may well have spoken to an unannounced policy
armed at stermming an influx af peaple from streaming into the capital city and add
ing to those who could claim the need 1o he served by the city. He may well have
considered Owerri as a sefect oine it for people with definable means ol livelihooe
and sought 1o pee a minimal fiscal reguirement for those who wished to live there
How right or wrong he might have been is bevond our investigation here. bul o
is not difficult o underscore his perception of the cife as sefect and cxclusionar
This perception would imply that the city. as a social space with umigue challenpes,
requires not only properly informed and hetter remunerated persons to occupy it
it also people with the maral value and temperament 1o sustain urban life
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In that wise. thers are people thousht 1o be more Nt for rueal rather than urban
spaces. Toa large extent, the aged. the poor. the downtrodden. handicaps. the
destitute and the mentally unstahle, artisans of less endowment, street traders
and beggars. (o mention a few. may fit the category of “unfit™ and alse prodoce a
city with a downward sociocconomic. These set of persons are often thought of as
dow lite™ s the real source of squalor and irvitation, and considered as suitable
lor Tl outside the polis. Thus government may well be presuming that the city
Becomes more amenable i manage when s demographic structure derives rom
a small and select few who hold professwonal occupations and properly tabulated
toensure the taxation necessary Tor the city's development. rather than from the
atorementioned group of the low-income or high-needs who may lack the fiscal
capacity and temperament to At as city dwellers. This perception is certainly ironic
given that several of these mentioned command fiscal capacity that compares
favorahly with, if not better than seme prefierred professionals. This is also besides
U fact that a cine depends on occupants with varied roles and that contribution te
the creation of 2 city and an urban social fabrie lies beyvond that of fiscal capacily,

Howheit, no matter where you may be coming from, it 15 commonly perceived
that citizens (and even maore radically inclusive residents) of a state are all cqual
stakeholders of its resources. The truth of the matter here is that all of those tha
miy be classed as unfil Gor the city are the ones who need the city the most and can
b said 1o consttute the rationale for adjudging the city 1ts metropolitan status. [t
i mut the professional class of people found therein that makes a metropalis wht
it 15, bur the ract that irs collectivity demoenstrates the capacity to accommodate all
shades of interests including pickpockets. plain shivted rogues. hoodlums. and all
manner of social miscreants alongside celebrities, bureaucrats, and white-collar
professionals thought o be thoroughly bred in civic values

By this perception. the city 1x inclusive by measore of its social space rathe
than just by the values considered o be held by its residents. or those of & par-
ticular ¢lass Thus ic i difficul w talk about @ metcopolitan hadan without its
currency counterfeiters.” Sabon Gari withour a multitude of Suva dmeat} sellers
Lagos without arca boysigirls, and perhaps Owerri without its booming hotels
and night clubs, Tnoall these citics, spiced and un-spiced activities comtribute 1o
the citv's animation. Hotels. brothels. drinkine hars, and puest houses consttute
institutionalized dimensions of that animation as regularly attraction of all manner
of persons. civicallv disposed or othenwise, One candidate that renders a ciry as
artimated also includes the citv's comtorers or prostitutes

I others, the animations of the city and its inclusiveness can prove overwhelbn-
ing and offensive. A governor of one of Nigeria®s western states was credited with
being provoked by the overbearing presence of the Thas in his state, which sud:
denly nudged his appetite to reduce their number via calling for their exit from
Lagzos® In his wisdom too it would pass not only as a measure for demographoe
reduction but also a source of reprieve in the repatriation of those who were unduly
floesding the city and weighing down its capacity 1o attend o its “own peaple”. The
need tor a secure space lor “hi ewn people” appeals o matters of who can belong
in urbun spaces and m dense environs of finite resources 10 is the vase. however
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that the constitution recognizes the need for every Nigerian, Irom wherever, 1o
choose and stay wherever sthe decides 1o stav: ver the said governor, o renowned
lawwer by profession. elected o ienore these constitutional freedome.

Sullice it W say. afr inifie, these sets of people that the sovernor now wants oul
can vorrecty say that their forhears were inextricably associated with the develop-
ment of Lagaos state, which gives them a right doothe cits e governaor also failed
to recogniee that several lobo people had won elections into public positions o s
atate 1o show how faraway the state has moved from being dictated by primordial
proclivities. For sure, i the eftors of their forebears can he traced o developing
the city and thex currently contribute as well. then so lone as they operare within
the framework of the law, they can arpue for legitmacy as valid stakehaolders
whose unique presence adds w the metropolitan disposition thal delines a city. The
Fact that the governor ineluded prositutes and area hoves and pirls in those targeted
for exile 1 noetewaorthy as it concerns which people are characterized as both own-
ers and beneficiaries of the city, and which ones are one or the other or neither

One Tast narrative focoses on a close conversation amaong some “comfort ladies’
Wl were at o popular nightelub i Chwerris Imo State capital One comton Lads
was of the vpinion that Owerri was becoming oversaturated and limiting their
chances of profteerimg. The implication was that the influx of comfort women
around the clubs and hotels was driving down prices. and limiting their financial
enterprise within both a shrinking profit space and urban space Chne lads suge-
gested that 11 was tme o move to Ahuja, Nigeria's capital city, where the marke:
of politicians and the new rich is more lucrative: the other wis af the opinion that.
followimng the message from her close friend in the business. moving into Lagos
means making il big. She embellishes the store with a tale of how her associate
has sent a Lot of maney home and is helping her tamily build o blockhouse with
corrugaled ron sheets to replace their mud and thatch roof house. The dominan
theme in the ensuing discourse points the way to the economic value af ¢ity pros.
titution as a prime dreiver of engaging in thar business anid as what determines the
ceonomic mobility ol comfon ladies

These narratives highlight & number of 1msues crucial e the matter of urban
spaces, human rights. and notions of development. Firsi, it is the case that the
state of *Man™ {constitutive of mafe and fomale companens ) is a key measure af
development and the reason for the provision of infrastructural spaces and souil
arrangements. Man, therefore is attracted 1o spaces where benefits can be derived
as well as where one’s fortunes can be improved, Second. the Ture or attraction of
particular mterests can pull people (o create and inhabit ditferent 1 pes of social
spaves Thirdly. the right to choice and to choose whul modes of living and free-
doms best suits one’s desires compels respect. Fourth. these desires, spaces. and
choices over where to live and how. will ereate conflict and the need Tor reselution
within power imbalances and spatial restrictions, will transpire. These conditions.
which characteriae the choices peaple make about litestyles and livelihoods. and
the parameters of this chomee, espeeially as it relates to discordant social relations
and the oceupation of urban environs, arc where our examination finds meaning
relevance, and debate Some wonld argue that the porsuin of o livelihood s
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puman constant, and that irrespective of what 1t 15, 1 you cannal change it one ca
al least accommodate it Others, however, would prefer to eliminate certain liveli-
huwid patterns citing innumerable dangers itinflicts on others oron those who may
not like its social or moral implications. COhur interest is not 1o conlest the issue of
relitivism or absolutism characterizing patterns of livelihood. We rather endeavoer
to examine carefully the case of city prostitution to see how it has contended with
questions over its acceplability in urban social spaces and its persistence as a form
af Tivelihood. In racing the histors of these concerns and examining prostitution’
current manifestation in African urban spaces. particularly Nigeria, we also aim
o contest for its accommuodation within an ostensibly restricted social, physical
and symbolic space of the oy

In what Tollows, we examine definmonal issiues gssociated with vur study. Thus.
pohtcs, human rights. urban-urbanism. city. livelihood and prostituton. are thi
ke terms for scrutiny. Mext, we situale a framework of analysis in the discourse
of the politicization of prostitution. This is intended to push our analytical eltort
to establish the identity of the prostitute, an identity that reveals the pender bins
that has shaped and stifled analysis. Furthermore, swe examine concerns abour the
expericnees and challenges of city prostitution in Nigeria and its inpact on the
lives and livelihood of the prostitute, Lastly, we examine lactors contributing Lo
the rise of ¢ity prostitution and the implication this holds for cities and therr ability
to equitahle promote the security and well-heing of their inhabitants

¢ omeept clarification

From toe onset, Hiere s a need (o clanis e werms of the study. Mueh as the natural
scrences provide a contrasting dimension by delining their exact terms. the social
sciences exhibil a disposition 1o being inesacl. Yer recognizing thal terms are
laraely characlerized by mullifold meanings' must not deter us from clarifving
these terms as we mean it in the contest inswhich we deploy them

The hiew concepts in this study include Polimics, | Irbanism. Space. iy, Human
Rights. Livelihood. and Prostingtion. There i ne doubt that these notions ar
repeatedly mentioned in the context of cveryday human mterachions. [ our case,
it is 1o Man. both erade and pemate. that we refer 1o as social beings, and by which
we mnean @ pulsating, tecling. and supposedly reactive mteractive entity. The exstent
of his sociahilite remams a subject of constanl seouting amd porsislent nteroga
tion Largely on the impact heishe exacts not ondy on the social and envirenmenta!
system but also upon the self. Therefore, Man is aptly a definitive entity whe -
aften led by the force of hisher convictions and of the faws and estan culiures
I s saving. we mean fo situate Man m the contest of the collecive sovial exis
tence that s he often tenders and alters, o examiming the socialine and poliies of
this social existence within man’s ereated environs. peoeraphers, sociologists, and
development experts find it useful W accord a bitocal view of covironment into the
vured and arfan for ease of analysis,

Chere arc s many conceptions of Pofites as there are political scientisls con-
tending with cratting its meaning. Thus one in scarch of a specific meanmy of the
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Lerne is apt b be disappointed. There are, however, some markedls uselul efforls
adrmed at clarifyving il w suffice or an ohjective understanding. From the classics,
Aristotle would have us believe that the core ol what defines the political miust be
suughl tor within strict confines of the public realm. In other words, the notion
of politics allows us Lo Tocus on the public aftiirs of people. That would imply
that individuated or private concerns fall outside ol the reach ol the state, which
provides the overarching plattorm tor public affairs to take effect. Politics. then.
relate 1o the public affairs of pulsating beings living in socicty, one in which deci

sions raken are expected to atfect all”

In the realization that such public decisions arc inainly decisions about power
and the distribution of scarce resources, the opportunity for agreement and dis-
agreement makes the idea of conflicts and compromises inevitable features ol tha
social engagement.® For Harold Lasswell, these decisions are about who gets what
and how™ Laston had this in nund in definmg poelines as the “sathoritative alloca
tion of values™." Thus public decisions do not happen ina vacuaurm, they invelve
prioritizing and resolving societal problemes in the hope of attaining bencticial
owtcomes for all, Palities has tended 1o refer to rule-relationslups between cilizens,
on the one hand, and the managers of state power, on the other, Theretore, a central
note that runs through the matter of politics 15 the reconciliation of conflicls w
achieve the purposive end of the good lite tor all

S, as wsed here, reters to spatial sites, More or less, what s intended 15
the milicu or context ol operation wherein these pulsating heings can aftord o
find themselves and liberate their energics in the search of a meaning w life, or 2
meaningful lite. Berter still, we also take space to refer o the larger environmen
ol operation in the context of which populations can afford o express themselves
freely in therr respective social endeavors. Space 15 intended here as inclusive
of geographic locations as sites of operation and socul relatons, and as sites
which the persistent challenge for freedom of expression has been and soll eemams
saught after.!! Thus the reality of location implies that whereas some peaple fingd
it most convenient and suitable w live in the arban milicw. there are as et others
whisse interest lies in rural argus

ooy has been a unigue social category in the detimition of spaces s nomologue
15 the town, which is often contrasted rom the village where nature still has so
much e atler in erms of preserving the natural order of things with less damage
o ecological teatures. The umiqueness ot it large v stems trom the nature of attrac-
thons it compels. The city has lended woassare as a platform for the miscepenation
ol cultures and the production of a social that at best can be desenibed as comples
ar sophisticated. People often ask who owns the city. or better still who is an
idigene and who is @ non-indigene. and who has o clam w manage and make
decisions about the city, Oftentimes, such divisive contestations emerze in the
contest where the tovus 15 on e possibility of control of coonamic resources or
power. ' Cities are, therefore, what they are becavse of the diversaty of mlerests and
opportunily siructures that characterize it and that also generates its conrestations

The tendency to associate the city with organiced lite laced in sophistication
is well established. Amonge the Greeks, the city was. in terms of the mterplay of
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politivs and power. the crucial areni in the detinition of the public sphere.' Hlence,
the discourse of Greek vity stares includes direct reterence to the ity as hotspots
for decisions about the prevailing social order. The city is a sphere of economic
apportunity structures and cullural resources. as well as 4 mega center tor policy
and governance, [t matters that in terms ol power, the city commands a centripetal
focus in attracting attention to itsell and for dissipation and distributing posser,
Henee. the city is always centrish, seeking Lo altmact power and mmore resoures 1o
iselt

[ irbanim s a derivative from the concept of urban.* One helpful strand in the
proper appraisil of the eem urban would be to analy ze 1ts descriptive catezories. In
spite of the recurrence of this peculiar notion. wrban, it makes berter sense Lo bring
an the contrasting homologue, sarad,! The notion of urbanurbanism, theretore.
is off explored as a contrasting viewpoint 1o the rural. Albeit, when the concept is
mentioned. it has larzels been to highlight what one has that the ather dows not
More or less. there has been increasing emphasis on the rural-urban divide to show
ane as the contrasting homologue to the uther. Thus whereas both represent prernts
o i continuum, the peculiarity in the urban crystallizes in erms af the cnormily
ol infrastructura) and facilitics and institutions that markedly depict greater growth
and sophistication and alse in the rapidity of attraction 1o and density of persons
within its confines. Henee the urban has tended 1o be more metropolitan in attract-
g, penple from vaned social spaces into a umt that claims o engender greater
sophistication and a variety of interests than any other social unit ol assembly,

It is cqually the case that urban areas boasted aboul their propensity of crealing
miscepenation of ideas and cultures stemming from the variety of persons from
Jiverse cultural backgrounds. 1hus the urban claims w drive the need for previ-
ously more primordially inclined persons to come logether te share and develop
their capacities. The welter of opportunity structures for mingling with people of
diverse cultural orientation allows for the coalescence of ideas and hehaviors, and
proves a rich arena for faster development of economic and palitical oppartunitics,
Henee Ashworth, White, and Winchester's concerns Lor “accessibilily. opportunity
and constraint™" are not peculiar to prostitutes, bul are keenly associated with the
lure of urban spaces. A< argued by Louis Wirth, the key to understanding the urban
o urbanism ts not so mueh i the influs of papulation, but in the

influences which such centers exert upon the social lite of man .. anel iy
firce ws the initiating and controlling center of economic. political and cultural
ife tht Tias drawn the most remote parts of the world into its orbitand woven
diverse arcas, peoples, and actyities into a cesimos.!

| he 1dea of urbanism. theretore. describes how and where social influences
converge 1o create a cosmopnlitan experience that offers accessibiling resource
apporunity and crsuing restramts

tunsan Risthes is one ol the key labels of 1his study. [deally. to speak aboul
human rights is 1o speak for one sell and. indeed. respectfully. tor others, as 1o
what is adequate and proper. and what ought not to be denied or remuoved from ene
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or from others. it is a true and pridedul quality of humaniess Wonsist on cerlain
practices as demeaning and reductionist te the persanhood of someone. As such,
humian rights cun mean insisting that there is an irreducible minimum standard of
behavior lowards the human person that can enable one to find a reason w still lecl
dignitied in the context of histher existence. Defining human rights 15, however,
subject to intense controversy and a variety ol meanings and interpretations. ©Cne
thing stands clear in the imaginations and intentions of all those whao use the label.
howeyer. 15 that there are irreducible minmuoms associated waitl o iuman person
45 1 relates to their existence in society, In most cases, human rights also advocate
that a person should be duly recognized in hishes personbuod as being as wood”
valued as the other and. therefore, a reason why no one should be subjected w
undue discrimination, subordination, or derision To this extent, human rights 15
firmly couched in the discourse of the freedoms and libertics thought to b st
sulient in ensuring the safety and development (social and individual capacities)
of an individual

Livelikond imposes fewer constraings inats understanding. It has fended to refer
iu means and patterns of survival open to pulsating human Betngs within socien
The sucial context of its application appeals more in the economie sphere where i
focuses attention on what one does to contend and succeed with the difficultes of
survival. As a survival and sustenance notion. the concept taxes our understand-
g of the nature, character. and patterns of involvement to which people resort in
order to meet the obligations of social existence. Hence there have been commuon
calegurizations in lerms of legitimate and illegitimate living patterns. LE s the case
tiat within the context of livelithood studics. wiat i often considered legimimate
has tended 1o pass for what is permissible or agrecable to socicty. On the ather
hand, what passes Tor the illegitimate are those arenas of survival not covered b
law or socictal norms, which attracts the condemnation ol society as a practice
peaple should refrain from doing because of ity moral questionably or the harm
causes to selt or others. The fact, howeser, remains that livelihood seekers usell-
late between what 15 legitmate and what 15 notas they seck W ehe out a levimg, In
this study, hvelihood practices are perceived as the work that people engage n b
attend e the challenzes of survival,

We shall underscore Prostimedion as crucial social practice as well as work that
s a transachonal practice nvolving humans. There are more than ample reasuns
1o churacterize it is an economic venture that 15 both anractive. disparagingly
abhorrent. and morally disquietmge. * The core ol this socioeconumic experience
i~ that the human body becomes characterized as an ohject of cammaoditization,
[he driving lorce of prostitution. therefore. can be telt in the dual currencies of
sex and money, Both concern the condition that men and women need muoney for
the acquisition of their needs as well as seek sexual pleasure. This may not neces-
surily sound problemaric; what is problematic is the repulsion that characterizes
the act and. more importantly, how the 1ssue is often perceived trom a biased lens
that criminalizes the female component while according leniency and less stigma
w male collaborators. That this Tong institutionalized sociwweconomic caperience
comtinues W increase in urban spaces and that it i associated with ivelihood necds
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and wender and legal imbalances as well as clouded by dominant perceptions nt
s reputahility over an anakysis nf prostitution vis-d-vis sex w prk. sex o workers
and the conditions and protectioms {or lack thereat ) that churacterizes this labor 1=
what compels us Lo critically re-esamine this practice. We wontld be remiss not o
nute that there are serious questions around prostitution and its linkage o sexul
violence and predation, human iratficking, and other crimes. particularly agams
ihe Fernale half of prostitution relatons This exanination of prostitution. anweyer.
duwes not aim o disrepard or devalue these issues, Rather it is concerned with philo-
sophically cxamining the nature of the enterprise in its form as a mutually based.
consenting practice and a means of work. as well us via its relation to urbantzation
and 1o gquestions over belonging, rights to urban spaces. and how decess o secare
Iivelibioods are constricted and made pregarious n cities,

Prostitution: a framework of analvsis

[he notion that work 15 a quintessential factor that preoccupies humanit wril
Jaree cannot be overemphasiized What is not very clear s which parhicular sogial
eftort constitutes work. and which satishies the interests of a particular individual
Il i« believed that cducation provides i key (o this quest for choice and financial
security. However. there are instances where, cven with education, work needs
remain unmet such as i situations where masses of university graduates reimain
uncmploved. Thus nat evervone henefits from bieing educated. This is all too elar
ing in the problem ab urban unemployment among cducated persons  an issie
rat is not exelusive 1o the developing world alone.

Iromically, inthe face of nsing unemploy ment. crime, i many social spaces. has
been elevated to the status of “work” as people turn to abhorrent and reprehiensible
behaviors in order W earn moeney and meet the cconomic reguirements o suslai
life in their respective environments. Lack of vahid employment has foreed many
vouths in the developing world inte cvhercrimes. In the Nigerian context, for
instance. the concept of vadise ko is now an addition that swells the socinlogical
labels miven to many soungsters who persistently engage people on the Interne
m hopes of extorting the gullible through deceit. The matter is a fundamentally
complex one that needs an entirely fresh paper for an enriching clarification. The
state oificially labels itas 479 or, advanced fie frand, ' s practice is seen as work
by those engaged in it and those who find the fortune it brings (or the possibil-
itv of a onctime windtull} as a reason not Lo seek any other legitimate means of
emplovment, Indeed. the bulk of those who engage in this "business” can be tound
in the cities where the sudden burst of ill-defined wealth eams blessings [rom
unguestioning pastors and prayer warrinrs, Essentially. the key tooa hetter under-
standing ol wark 15 to assume that social iTorts rendered on the basis of senerating
econumic value constitutes work  Thus our focus s mainky on remunerative and
cmplovable sucial efforts rendered on the hasis of generating ceonomic value 10
[he person or persons in guestion

Within this definition. it is possible to ask if prostitution can be included as a
delinitive cateoory of work  Such a question may seem belated given the Aurm
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of writings and decumentations in plce regarding the notion of “ses work” and
s workers” 7 For our present concern, prostitution s one such role that carmies
a triple characterization in being considered as work. coime. and a social expers-
ence, In spite of the legitimization that it earns in select social spaces. its dominant
and age-old Tocus has been that of a crime or 2l fame™:" henee. s provecative
reception as a morally repulsive social act. There are ample reasons 1o beleve that
prostitution is largely driven by two ke factors. O the one hand, is the monetary
or @il impetus that propels the enterprise, and on the other hand are claims thal
a penchant for “uncontrolled sexual desires™ hypes the advance of prosutution,

Interms of the Tatter. it must also be borme inomind thar thar “ses isa penmanent
element in social life and insures constant association of the pwo sexes” - The
reality of sexuality is also one that requires some measure of restraint in rela.
tien 1o sexual conduct, 1 is for such reason that Davis underseores the nation ol
“sexual conditioning™. " An interpretation of this notion could be thar managing
sexuality entails begging it through negotiations for companionship resiraining
lromm purchasing sex. [Uis within the contrusting positions of transactiona] ses and
nezotiated companionship that the ssue of a moral erder comes o play. The
maore acceptable position appears 1o Bevor sex on the basis of negotiated compan-
ienship rather than transaction.

The social challenge posed by prosutution remains that it involves the ransac-
tional relations of both sexes. strictly on grounds of an economic exchange rathe
than reciprocity aimed at huilding and hoelding companionship. This docs not nec.
easarily imply the absence of mutual benetits as both partics can also negotiate for
agrecable terms to achieve personal satistaction. Prostitution nevertheless involves
i hidding system where bodies trade on the currencies of pleasore and coonoms. As
such., we are lalking aboul inextricably tied bodies bound inocontract” to provide
pleasure i exchange for monew, other itrinsic poods of value, or the satsfacnon
of sexual pleasure. Therefore. a marker theory of prostitution would atlow us e
asserl that a business relation exists wherein buvers and sellers can negotiate e
hapve therr interests met. or realized, for an agreed price, There s no doubt tha
prostitution, entered intn by those aware of what they are asking for and whar has
ter b piven moreturm, and whao are within legal and social parameters of being o
age’. fits the notion of an economic exchiange. even though these exchanges mas
be conducted on steeply unfair terms, Thus it s 1o sex for mones or pifts, and the
business of prostitution as a socioeconomic enterprise subject to the mechanisms
of supply and demand, that we Tocus onin analysing the emerzing urban marke
of prostitution

The efficacy of the business alse depends on how the prostitution market 1=
reculated. As observed lovee Ouishoorn, “practices governing prostitution in
their respective jurisdictions in distinel wavs gre hroken down into three mager
approaches: prohibitionism. abolitionism and regulation™. " These approaches tend
towards pronouncing the act as crime. or allowing Tor it regulation as renable
within the framewaork of governing laws, |t is, therefore, never g social expericnce
that escapes the purview of the state, which has legal jurisdiction of all eities where
prostitution thrives
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The weheralded politics af Urban spaces

he burgeaning operational base of prostitution in many a developing economy
such as in Lugos. Abuja, and Owerris o mention a few Nigerian cities, has been
in urhan arcas rather than rural spaces. Not that the rural areas are completely free
of this experience. Instead. the rural environment is better suited to limiting the
development of a viable prosttution market that can generate sustained income
for workers, In rural areas. the customary underpinnings embedded in traditon.
and customs. the intimacy of rural settings. and the overriding quest for families to
see their daughters protected tends to inhibit prostitution in rural areas. Addition
ally. the hope of getting married within one’s primordial social order also compels
candidates for prostitution to engage cauliously. Real marriages are rooted m. and
derive meaning from, particular cultural orders of African communities in spite nf
the pronounced presence of the choreh and rational-legal marriage arrangements
For instance. amang the Tbos of Lastern Niperia. interrogations about character
fumily history, and crucial eultural matlers, such as caste, often come 1o the fore in
the event of possihility of marmage. [E follows a process of interrogation through
independent partics from both ends thae intend to marry. The depth of this cultural
prohity is so profound that it exerts pressures 1o keep female prostitutes on the
edee knowing that the business s not forever and that marriage weighs higher than
prostitution. 1t is in light of these cautions that intending prostitutes shift towards
citics 1o avoid the stigma of being involved in such “husiness of ill fame’ and 1o
find the space (literally and symbaolically) o operate

['he metrapalitan nuture of the city is seen as providing a cover for the identity
of the prostitute. The fact thar prestitution is carried on with some measure of
secrecy, and tied to spaces that help conceal the identity of the prostitute. raises
questions about the meral dimension of the act, IF 0 were o socially approved
phenomenon, seerecy, creating covert identities. and denyving being 4 member of
ome’s profession would not he necessary. For sure, in this transactional engige-
ment. men and women are involved and none is ever seen as being at hume with
the label vr identity of “u whore', Both parties aim 1o protect their respectabilily,
which hinges on concealing their identity as a prostitule. A Keyv guestion. in the
face of the commen concern not to be associated with this pronouncedly comosive
and repulsive Tabel. s who, then, is the prostifute?

Prostitution: a discourse om gender hias

Liiven the grovwang popularity of gender studies as a disciplinars corpus, one which
fras seen the fourishing of knowledge claims streteched into intellectual areous such
as feminismowaomanisn, leshian, and masculinty studies,” it has become increas-
inelv apparent that social relations between the sexes on the seore of power, its
appropristion and uses. are intricate and difficult o judge. Within these contexts,
there is an overarching perception of the female as a profoundly short-changed
body. which tends to be atribuled o patriarchy as heing imbued with pronounced
subordinating instincts, The rendition of the woman's place in the plobal scheme of
things. therefore, seems to present her as the prime object of persistent explodtation
and suberdination to her male counterpart T is i the context ol such reasoning
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that 1he notron of the subordination and perecived mterorty of women have
become tront burner political issues wmine ar cementing the fuct thal women arg
persistent denigrated by patriarchal systems and practices.” Inoravelling back
lurther in time, age-old Greek social order did not include her as a crucial peliv-
cal personaliny;”* and bevond that. other instances abound where women are sull
considered us the property of their hushands. ™ While their strugeles in the age-
olid Greek order speaks o the culural trivialization of their personalities. which
is a0l sustained in many climes o date. the Tate histors of women suflrage in
Ainerica also infarms about the connections between women s denial of politics)
cand puhlic) personalities and their perceived status as interior beings. In this
wise, patrigrehy and the peivatization of “swomen’s ssue’ 15 seen as defining the
fawes, custorms. and traditions, and is hardly expected weaalline s onseat dsell from
1= hegemonic standpain

The penchant tor facl. as it were. puides us m sitaating clarms as they are. not
aswe think thes aught o he The driving foree in gender studies as social sowenue.
theretore, has been to clevate the know ledee of males and temales, Gender studies
and the imtellectual enterprise nf feminism, has done much tees pose a 2lobal i
wheremn male-female relations are primarily unequal Thus incguality of power
relations seems to order global interactions between both sexes and linds the mals
and masculine altributes more persistently in favorable position. Additionally, this
bins operites by assigning protective covering o males while producing vulner
ahilities associated with the female and femining

With regard to our present intervention. 10 1s not so surprising o note il the
negemonic thinking aboul prostiuies and prostitution manifests favorable disposi-
tion wwards the male rather than the female. Yot both parties are co-oceupants of
a tandem cyele that must move inoa similar direction, This is because continumg
conversatioms aboul patriarchy do not pretend to hide its intentions (o furthes s
interests through self-assertion and culogization. To that extent, it wonld seens thal
the sins of males must be accommuodated as a natural social practice shun ol moral
negatives comparced 10 that of females, Such thinking pervades current renditions
of prostitutes and prostitution such that o practice considered to be widely repre-
hensible does not shame males who both indulge and pay for sexual transaction i
the same manner as il does females, This therefore raises concerns about the real
wdentity of the prostitule,

[r the cavse of this research effort, most male respondents confronted with the
questian. whe i g peostitae, did not mince words i directing therr gaze loa par-
ticular woman 1 gave the impression that the prastitoe i« exclusivels e temale
whe situates wosolicit Tor sex . 1t also sugeested an exclusive catepor inowhich
the male component is missing. Asked why the male componsnt is missing, one
could sense a collective exoncranon of the male who bus s sex. From the Amencan
pop star. James Brown. the loud resonance of, “it is a man s world™ was echoed
in their rationale, Howewver, for any ransactional relation, 2 seller needs a buyer
to complete the husiness process. A simple theors of markel relations informs
thal both huyers and sellers must inreract to effectively and efficiently situate 2
transaction. Phe situation is in nooway ditferent for the orostingtion market Thas
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the extant reality of the prostitution market 15 that males and females must be
involved ina bidding goame that will eventually lead 1o possible purchase of sex
auaranteed by a poice

Yer the circumstance ol lubeling the prostitute hardly recognizes this reality, or
perhaps. safely clects 1o protect the male component of this transactional interest
s il the woman buyvs herselt Iris all too clear that if the prostitute is solely the
wornian as often presumed in the burgeoning gender bias that cleuds its pereeption.
the market condition ol prostitution will wither and decrease significantly from 2
reduction of buvers. O the other hand, while females otien conceal the nature of
their prostiution. men doonot have 1o be as hidden in their desiee o pay tor and
lind suceor from the body of women. The inkling for lust s not serously seen as
agrand negative that defines the male and which allows him wider leeway 1o see
himselt from a less jaundiced perspective, In this wise, a cantious look s cast ot
his person. not as a prostitite, but as a client which shiclds him from the corrosive
fabel “whore’

The soctal catepors. clent. s o noton that hides away the man m prostti-
b, and tends to provide him a secure cover from the attendant social stigma
of being morally depraved. By so labeling men as clients rather than prostituies
ey assume a toga of imdallibility and see their acts as innocuous. Men often view
themselves. in prostitution. through the possession ol purchasing power, which
rronically leads o view that the women, as an economic good being purchased. are
reductionist o their own humanity by fact of that commitment 1oa price. [Lcan be
likened to the purchise oo slave. a pulsating human, which in itsell s inberentls
sithservient and mferior Thes are, however, complicit i the purchasing of ses for
consurmption, F1he mere appearance ol the sooman al the stage means solicitation.
what then 1 the movement in the dicection of the man who also opens the relational
or tramsactional imerest”!

Lo this extent, we argue that, historically, renditons of “who the prostitute 157
have been fraught with lauly. lopsided interpretations that cloud the realiee ol the
phenomenon, Long lasting as this mistake has been. it however has helped foel
the prostitution husiness since the male component of prostitution fails tosee e
ivolverment throwgh the lens of morality, Che actual issoue invabved it the
mrarkel character that justifies prostication cannot be sustained by the presence of
Just oo parts . Perhaps anly as Tae developments doowe now Bave somen msry
apenly acquiring tellow swomen, and vice versa, for gay practices  This practice
which may further acknowiedee the exisience of an appetite tor sex, also does not
ahsialve that transactions for sex engages both the buver and seller i the defini-
tion of prostitute There, therefore, is a need o correct the imbalance and bias
i the perception of swho the prostitute is, which wends w descend heavily on the
woman while leaving the man a crucial space of freedom from the colpahility of
disreputable ses acquisition and consumption, To be sure. the notion of prostituie
and prostitution tends 1o Tose its ohjectivity in the subjective interpretation it has
heen beclouded for o long. The implication of the scientific status of the werm s
such that wcommon understanding must prevail inrespect of its meaning 1o asvoid

a deifl tes meaninglessness
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What is needed o identity a prostitute, in this market situation. is not realls wao
is paving whom, but whether there are parties invalved in the business pannership
of trading sex for money or other gifis of value like drinks, food and more, The
tact that both parties are willing to part with sex, for an cconomic transaction,
renders the parties involved as prostiutes, Inose saying, i0speaks not Lo rruth, b
e false consciousness, o assion distinetive labels of identity o commuon parties
inextricably tied i this ransactional order. Contusion, and the ohiuscation ol
gender and power inequalities, stems from creating distinet categaries af prostiue
and client. which works to mark the male as ourside of prostitution. We tind this
distinction rather unnecessary and a cause Tor why the moral verve of the male
component 1= palpably low T is also Tor this reason that a pobeeman will find a
reason o apprehend a woman and pay no attention to the man. whe is o complci
business partner and without whom there would have been no business transae-
ton. Excusing of culpability and complicitics through the werm client” misks the
male s rransactional identity as a prostiture. [he cealits of the matter of prostitution
5 that the male is equally a prostitute seeking a sex-for-money eschange Under-
standing prosttution. and climinating its gender bias, therefore, must begim with
the appreciation of the Siamese status of this wansactional interest. vne mowhich
complementarity is key 1o the effective Munctioninge of the business partnership
Mlalos are, w5 it were, no less or more prostitutes than women, and as partics who
prostitute for transaction sex. both are “the prostitule’

Fmpirical netes on the challenge of city prostitution:
a Nigerian experience

Phe Migerian state s oo federation of 30 and an exclusive Federal capital, Abhaja A
Adrica’s most populous nation, she is richly blessed in terms of natural resources
and a breadth of cultures. [t i the case that o visitor W Migerie enlers o compac
arcna with over 250 ethnic groups competing for a number of interests.™ As the
siath lurgest oil-producing nation, Nigeria's presently heads the Organizanion of
Cigs Exporting Nations. The countne™s potentials include a large market made pos-
sthle by its large population, an exceptionally rich vegetation of cultivable lands
and o strong workforce in commerce, agriculture, industny and the professions
[he potentials of the country speak looa state that merits the label wealthy, The
latter is certainly an undeniable fact if we consider the striking volume ol Bscal
misdemeanor that has gripped. and still arips the state. and how. in spite of this.
the nativn sull survives,

Lindoubtediy. there 15 alse the common conviction that i coonommie resources
were properly utilization of economic resources, the state would not be exper-
cnwing the exeruciating pains of poverty that now besiepge sits population One
important reporl acknowledges Nigeria as a country where “poverty thrives in
the mudst of plenty™" such that there is an institutivnalizaton of poverty and &
persistently large underclass created by the misrule of the state, 1 is necessary o
note Lhat livelihood questions, particularhy in urban areas and in developing societ-
wes, verge on the coonomic as the key to survivid as kinship suppor structures are
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less prowduced and social securits and satety provisions by the state are frasile i
thall existent. As Tho™ san anweehi onve cobenye bu enyt va (e Gne i g friend
fu poverned, Prostitution. in the context of poverty. is therefore often a resort toa
viable and informal means of caming money and survival.

Leaving gside the specihcitivs of corruption. our intervention places g premaun
ol esamining urbanization and the capacity of urhan space to enable people
particelarty prostitetes, to secure meaninglul lvelihoods. T this wise, the hirst
guestion thatl comes te mnd s, what s the Gae of the prostitute i the face of
the complex telational order thar the ciry and its harsh economic climate ctters?
Uxamining this question will help us ascertain the survival strategics of this social
group, and the conditioms that they contend with in order to secure a livelibood
I doing so, we also explore the milicu of the urban prostitution business and the
ramilications ol conlempuorary prosttstion m Nigeria

[ he reality of urbanization. it must be emphasized. has caught up with the Nige-
Fian state and makes no pretension towards o recession. ™ From a regional status of
three regions in the independence vears Wooan addition o a Midwestern regian m
[Wa2ond, the country has expanded 1o a federation of 36 states and a federal capital
e Abuja An carlier capital existed in Lagos, which, on account ol its congestion.
and the need for o centrally placed location, pave rise te e shiftw Abuga, Inlermes
of wrbanization. it is significant to note that during the process of state creation. o
new state capital is created, [In the course of colonial rule both, Lokoja and Calabar
had the privilege of being cily centers of power. Successive cases ol stale creation
thus leads o the peneration of cives. attracting an influx of people of varied eco-
nomic interests, The regional arrangements, for example, zave rise to the develop-
ment el capial cities such ws Kano and Kaduna inthe nonh; Lagos. Thadan, and [
i the West: and Port Harcourt, Enugu, and Oaaeshia in the Last. The flourishing of
these older cities, however, has not ceased in the face of the development of newer
sites of urhan cites What this means is that there has been both a steady rise of ainy
development and increasing density monew v created cites.

The rapid expansion ol new cities owes much woan merease e poplation o er-
alland to the influs of migranes, particularly unemployed vouth who move away
Iromm whal are perceived as saturated citics and inlo emerging urban centers. I s
widely believed that these nesw cities. brimoing with the potential of development
projects, could be financially lncrative. The characterization of people who mivrate
intor these cities is however diffioult to track, but it makes sense toosay that not all
whoomove o these new wrban spaces do so completely armed with a saleable
professumal status. Asthe city has wended 1o be metropolitan, so s the character
of the individuals who defineg it [n sosaving., professionals, technical, and white
collar elisses, as well as informal Bahorers and the less skilled have tended to move
together mio the city space. 10s alse ditficull wo alk abool cites that are distilled
of robbers, pickpockel, wuts, and others who are percerved as social miscreants

While the state appears o have created an ageney that regulates touting, such
statutors measures have ol been applicd o prostitution. 11 s o tact difficult we
recount any regulations agamst prostieution. The police, however. have tended o
eperaie as one of the onby groups tha liberally cateporizes the prostituie as a ot



XA M fnnocent Sfaiiin

W are nol persuaded by this claim and o oot melode the prostitute as o toal,
particularty when their poal s nolwesdort, and they do not all ageressively market
their services. Additionally, the prostitute 15 often the one whao is ageressively
pursucd and the recipient of touting, Trom an ethrographic vantage posiion, we
wilnessed prominent government officials and polincians streaming into pepular
nightelubs m Owerri, and collaborating with pimps who act as 2o betweens neeo-
tiating prostitutes for these officials. Indecd. prosttution is sought alier by cnough
segmenls of society such that it is a hvelihood that does not need touting 1o prosper
Phus the fate of the urban prostitute s oed o the value of sev s a desired zood and
1o the means of livelihood available and accessible within the it

Laties can be vibrant and harsh spaces ror secunine lvelibood needs. This nns
of opportunity and nsk holds trae for protessional and los-skilled workers, The
promise of city hfe as well as its resources (e.e., mirastructure. cducational and
puhhe service institutions, jobs, recreation. entermaimment ) attracts an oy of
wigrants hopmg o make 17 within an urban envieon 10 is the case That mans
peaple found in ciies focus o what they can o shos for theie presence. A con.
cern with ane’s livelihood is an ever-present concern ol an urbun dweller, and
ol the urban peor. Securing a viable income and withstanding the pressures of
datly survival 15 g palpable day-1o-day challenge of urban living This situation
brings us to the guestion of how prostitution operates within the opportunities and
constraints city’s offer

There are a number of difficolties confronting the prostitute who seeks 1o engage
ises waork Most salient moour examination is that the stiema of prostitution and
shame associated with this label produces o need Tor seercey and identine protee
ton, unnecessartly heightens the risk of the joband creates a siteation that can be
eaplodted to intimidate the prostitute. Another 15 that the depiction of the prostitute
which reveals the temale while obscuring the male. can create unlfar wade arranue-
ments and an imbalance of rewards and risks, and anjustly targets and criminalizes
women There is also the need 1o contend with regulations enacted by the state or
b ifs policing agents. As noted carlicr, prostitution regimes range Trom outright
prohibition to repulation and lecalizanion. The Nigerian state perches nebulonsh
between the two states, There is no ban on the trade nor s the state moy ing tosards
lepalization for a myriad of reasons ranging from the culiueal and moral order,
conflated experience of s operation. and patriarchal understandings abour the
aoquisition of women as wite, which transtornns her w property. The pronouned
scarcity ol laws specthe o prohibiting prosooton. however, does not imply thal
there are no means of regulating it Rather it means regulation 15 conducted in
d erey rone of enforcement that also leaves prostitutes uncertain of ther rights.

City prostitution and livelihood within contested
urban spaces: gleaning issues from Owerri

Chwerrr city, the ITmo State capital in Migeri, s characterized by the saving that
“UChwermi bu ebe ana e ego. nakwa cbhe ngwort (0 errs o0 wiiere people comee fo
sprerted ey ned curedn thedr fund” Wile the ity 15 a uselul representative sample



Fire wniberatded polivics of Urkan spaces 133
ol the business of ity prosutuiion m Saperia, 1t was also particularly selected tor
4 number of reasons. As an emergent and vibrant urhan space, the influx af new
arrivals, socioccunomic diversity of its population. coupled with the case ot m ubil-
1. und sense of freedom characterizing the wrhan litestvle makes it an atlractive
choice for the socipeconomic experience under investigation  There s prerhapes
o comparable relatively new city that is as rapidly erowwly and also fourish-
g with hotels, bars, restuurant. food vending joints. and nightclubs With three
heher education institutions low indusirial capacity, and a consumption driven
eeemomy. Chwerri ofters the oppuriunity o explore the reality of a business that
currently thrives on none Lo little formal legal restrictions. This fier fovers oven
ae it is alse fondly referred. boasts of a virile mghtlife. one m which comedians,
pedesitiun artists, public officials. and ordinary citizens participate in with s unigue
sest thal compares with Sunday marches w church. Indeed. the city invests more in
its hotels, bars, guesthouses. and nightelubs than i any torrn of industrialization
Within this urban epicenter of entertainment, the prostitution business s Aourish-
g as males and Females prostitute and in so dong supports the economie struclurs
of Crwerri ity This burpeoning eitertainment markel. sef within a larrer contexd
ol urhan poverty and ineguality, fucls the atrction of prostitulion as 4 means 1o
secire d source of livelihood and survival

Within the allure of the city, with its claims of opportunity and access, caists
daunting challenges as to who gets whal and how: or. better still. wh is allowed
secess to what The narrative of city prostitution underlines the need o examine
e cronomic survival is tenuously pursued through urban informality. The Nige-
Fian state has o statutory laws banning the operation of prostilution busimesses.
| he prevailing cultural and moral order. extanl pressures of being responsible Lo
one’s lamily, along with social stigma bends prostitution. however. bend prosilu-
tion towards Timinal and intormal husiness practices and towards the profective
covering of urban entertainment spaces. streels, nightscapes. and more private
spaces In the weighing of self-esieem and cultural survival with that of sell-
survival and the trauma of poverty and material deprivations. the urhan, poor. and.
in this case, female prostitute operates on tenuous grounds. The arowth of prostitn-
tion, 11s known operation m Owerri entertainment spaces, and its tacilitation by
people emploved” in multiple roles i prostitutions, pimps. prostitution hrokers.
and bar and hotel owners, cte. s institutionalizing prostitution within the city, In
response Lo the visibility af irs growth within g context that presumes Lo morally
and culturally abhor such operations. demunds a response b the state

Il state on one hand is tusked with producing an environment that and provides
fur job opportunities and inproves the livelihood social conditions of its residents.
O the other hand, il is the state’s responsibility to establish the boundaries o legal
husinesses and maintain social order throughout city spaces. In wrestling with these
funclions. the state, in the conflicting leoms of prostitution. has chosen Lo operate
in @ prev area. Rather than regulating prostitulion or addressing the challenges that
lead many (o pursue it and in embracing the crterainment fueled cconomic boom
af Chwerti, the state has chosen 1o create outward appearances of regulation. birst.
v rels on the knowledse that prostitutes are mainly perceived as Female. and
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as disreputable females. and are thus already limited in number, or showld be held
as a familial responsibility 1o control. Second. the prostitute, as o devalued socal
category with contested rishis of their helonging in urhan spaces. sell=restrict their
mevemnent within cities. As such. the state can address prostitution as a controllabl
sue that is relegated 1o cenain areas. Sccond. the state has framed prosticotes as
towts and i so dong allows them to be criminalized (when necessan b as a nui
sance. but does not elevate them o a status that demands immediate enforcement
and eradication. By abdicating o a firm. Tormal stance on prostitution, the srate has
abdicaled adjudicarion to the police. 1t is this police institution of the state and their
latitude in interpreting the loose regulations that are fearcd by prostitutes

State pulice responses (o the presence of prostitutes in Chwerrn and, imdecd, in
wther parts of Nigeria. is replete with bias, This bias tends to criminalize the prost:-
tute, rather than determine iFtheir louting s an aegressive vialation or even viewing
lemale prostitules as sex workers operating a business that is not unlawful. In the
course of this study. there were several instances where apprehended prostitures
became sources of improving the remunerations of corrupt police who intimidate
and extort them ol maonies. and cven abose them sexually as a condition for seiting
themn free. Sot all such cormupe and abusive actions are reported. as intimidated pros-
Litutes are less positioned to fight back and as they desine o avoid the open stigma
of being wentificd as a prostitute in a legal court process. With taxpaver money,
the palice apprehend and harass prostitutes. carry them away (ar Setter pad, o
thes awac) to police stations. and make charges of wandering and jatens o crime,
Fhi prejudging af a prostitute as a criminal remains unlaw ful if there are no stated
laws azainst it Additionally, the long-honored convention is o assume that nooane
is 2uilty unless ot s proven otherwise inoa formal court of law, which the polee
slation s no suhstitnte. Yet the police have taken matters into their own hands and
have delined the prostitute as a criminal who is goiley at the point of arrest . Worse
still in the climate of an abrogated law on wandering, and the absence of curlew
it wonld seem rather questionable to assume that someone well dressed, conscinus
of where s'he 15 zoing and unarmed, can properly be deemed criminal e heing ol
late. Whoo then. are the police criminalizing (and noty as prostingtes”

The usual charge is that one was found at an odd hour t warrant police atten-
ton, Inomarking the day through 24 hours. and in promoting a 24-hour eniertain.
ment city, then which hours are “odd’. and for whom, when seen. is the hour
add? Meanwhile, the police claim that the oddity of the hour 15 what demands
surveillance and the need to keep vigil over the lives and propertics of citizens, B
does this surveillance not include the protection of the prostitute-citizen whe as a
law ful member of society should be a recipient of protection and not be subjected
e abuse” The question, then. is does the citizen status of the prostitute disappear
because she is confronted by the police al a specific time of the morning ar night”

Beyond doubt. the prostitute, as both prostitute and citizen. warrants the assign-
ing of rights. In fact, when encountered inurban spaces by police. <he shoold G
be presumed as a citizen with rights accorded to that identity. Additionally, bevond
citizenship. hurman rights are accruable rights that protect against discrimination
on the basis of identity. The prostilute as a human citizen, lawful business operitor,
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equal member of urhun space. and kegitimate bearer of @ moltitude of tights, should
be recognized with inherent dignitv, and nut made (o bear the hurden of police
conternpt. or be confronted with an atmosphere of state sanctioned disregard. The
state and its apents are under the abligation o respect the rights of every human
and particularly those already agreed on and clearly enunciated in its constitution.
The prostitute i also entitled to be objectivels informed about his'her rights, Phe
truth of the matter is that the prostitule is entitled 1o more than a modicum of
respect and i< in dire need 1o see his‘her rights protected. In fact, s'he ought 1w
have his‘her rights secured in order both o strive for survival and derive feelings
ot selt-lullilhment, Lhere is no presumption of innocence for the prostitute, who is
incorrectly faulied and persistently prejudged as a criminal by police. This denial
of rights by state institution and ils agencies strips away the ground of respect-
ahility for prostitutes,

The comman practice, then, has been mstances where the police bring aboul
a discriminatony attitude towards the prostitute and armest groups of prostitutes
separating the men from the women. In most cases, as observed in Ohwerrd city, the
pulice arrest prostitutes until they have a group of about six or seven Temales. The
prisstitutes embarrassingly hurled into police vins, sometimes at the risk of diry
slaps and beatings in the tace of resistance,

I a proper (non-gender-hiased) rendition of the prostitute was done by the
police. then the male components should be arrested alongside the females and
charged similarly as cqually culpable. Yet repeatedly males are left alone while
the females are taken to police stations where fictitious charges are raised o elici
tear and lorce these captives to plead for soft lines of ¢xat. This soft line of exi
i ndeed. a kev, if ot the very reason Tor their arrests as il galvanizes informal
channels of illicit tunding Tor the police team. In other words. the arrests are
archestrated because police count on the female prostitute’s fear of the police
process and their keenness 1o be set Tree (with their identities protected) to pres
om their funds. which iromically is the reason for their (falsey charge. o steal from
the prostitute 1 e serionsly impair their coonomic power and further devalue their
labr Meanwhile the money received aids the business of corrupt poelicing and
the practice ol enriching personal pockets rather than human right of every citizen

'he implicatan of the forgoing is twolbld. First, the engagement of the police
it the undue harassment of prostitutes remains an unwarranted matier in the lizh
of no enabling Tows against prostitution. Secondls, given that there are no Jawes
ot wandering in place, 11 not in the place of the police to abridge time and se1
an apenda on bow the prostitate ought to operate and al what particular periods
such framing of time and space. infringes on the prostitute’s right to seek their
livelihood. and of their rightful belonging in urban spaces. Funthermore, the extor
tion that follows the arrest only prevents the prostitute from impreving in hisher
fnances, 10 does not solve a problem of criminality. as that does nof legally exist.
of o problem of economic survival as i1 weakens their financial stahilicy. The nnpli-
cation is that the police and the state, by their action and maction, respectivels,
contmue 1o structurally perpetuate the lemale prostitutes” poverty and renders her
as one perpetually cut for @ precarioos living,
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The growth of urban prostitution: a clue
on the reasons and rationale

Frostitution i slobatiome in terms ol the proseh of new vistas, faciliranion of con-
nections between places. and an international cover. which fuela 1he coveriness
that the business currently relies on This global expansion ool enbirels e
prected as the plantudes of slobalism and elobalization infornes us about enlimited
possihilities in access and opportunitics o learn und improve ourselves The Mioe
ran social space his not been spared of the massive effect of globalizanom cven
witerms of matters converning prositelion and sex Dong hetore the expansive
waronvth ot the Internet. journals. and magasines of pormnosraphic persiaasions have
graced bookshops, newspaper vendor stands. and brothels. These pornographic
senrces of communicating sex and sev-related matters were largely confined
the towns where these bookshops, brothel and newsstands had a more foreedul
presence, The implication is that the carly Teatures of the ses indousine can be
viewed as phenomena associated with urban spaces. Inthis wise cities have hosted
and dissermmated crucial information on matters of prostitution and ses Alhough
prostitution ool solel asseciated with urban spaces. in the elobaliving e cir-
i have alao ween a growth in the economy and netsorked trade of proseinion

Lo the urban prostitute. operating within the miliew of a metropolitan seiling
that &= eften read as o e man’s Fand”, can offer them greater latitude of space m
aomore heterogeneous and often more tolerant, environment. Additionally, the
sense of metropelitanism offers the female prostitute security via her aheliey 1o
assume an alternate identily and become g nondescript member of urhan space
I dor any reason one of her Kin visits a hotel or guesthouse where she is working
and Tinds her, it is a lor easier to conclude that the one is also a fraternal Tellow n
the business. The case of the men is not ahways seen as a problem given their rale
as client rather than prostitute. In most cases, they hardly think about their identin
as also a prostitute, Mor do they bother about their primordial identiny becanse. as
moer. hey doonot face the same level of scrtiny or crimpabization for heing seen
al sites affiliated with prostitntion, even at odd houwrs

Examining the operators of the prostitution husiness can help us anderstand
the Auurishing
Chaerri city. Note that one's identity as a prostitte does pot preclude one Trom also
being a brother, sister. student, and so forth. In spite of the demeaning nature of the
sen trade, it is one that also includes both the so-called emment and the unders lass

and dynamic nature of the business in an urhanizing space such as

intoa common social category, at least momentarily. As a category of social expe
rience that thrives on the basis of mulliple personulivy, the profess<iona] prostitute,
which ought toinclude the pimp, consisted of teachers, lawsers, members ol the
armred forces, police. lecturers, the so acelaimed reverend gentlemen. medical doc
tars, engineers and business gurus, Al o these peaple with varied social identities
engage in the practice and promation of o trade considered abhorrent. hot whick
steadily attracts their attention

Anonteresting feature that s fucling cite prostitution in Ohwerris and whick
is hardhy heing addressed. o= the <welling number ot stodents in instittions of
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figher learning who are becoming prostitutes. Phe drive can be linked to a difticuly
ceonomiv envirenment inowhich survival bas become a critical matter Tor all in
light il the state induced economic crunch, Thus the student hostels. albeit largels
awned by private individuals, have become “gateless” in the sense that they are
pot aftempting to curb the growing number of those shifting from student-learner
1o student-prostitute. The student-prostitute. therefore. redireets their pursuit of a
live lihod towards The suesthouses, hotels. and nightelubs and towards the oni.
Form o Tose Bloases, micre-mini skirs, wansparent nightgowns. and hemp shorts
which characterise one as emplovable. Male studeni-prostitutes are cqually on the
prosw | fur women, and liguor. that they can ger at a cheap cost, Temale student
prostitutes. when ashed ahoul the shif owards prostiation. cite the soaring cosr
of living and lack of viable emplovment as key reasons Thes s Blame lectur
crawho thes claim extort them Jor passing grades, as o rationale for this <hitt
o attitude and the promotion of o prostitation-inclined chimate The institutional
warnings given o erring lecturers further support students” allegations that they
are sesually prossured by their teachers, That, however, is not all: certainly, il doe-
not eaplain why students would leave their academic responsibilities in Owerri te
prostitute inoa target city such as Abuja

I'he other Lactor is e growing role of politicians whe actively recruit lenale
students. These female students, allegedly considerably paid through pimps, are
salicited (o become mistresses to politicians, or to become party and meeting
ushers and be put up in the zuesthouses and hotels of peliticians. The cmerging
Fartunes of students whe return buck to Lheir hostels olso increases the interests of
ather students seeking to carn a livelihood  This ‘rising busimess” does not show
signs of receding as the propensity 1o show-oft and surround themselyves with
‘camfor women’ unfortunatels, appears 1o be the popular norm amany focal
paliticians and business urus. Being surrounded by comtort ladies. among the
palitical and business chite is thus becoming a marker of status and wealth, and
is driving the aggressive recruitment of women and female students in particular
Te et this demand and crowing acceptance. student-prostitutes are o longer
Just being recruited throush universities. The rapidit. with which under-aged girls
and students in the high schools are being reeruited into the prostitution trade i
EBwerri Cily s guite alarmng

To combat this sitation s policy stalement aimed at controlling prostitution
was recentlhy ssued B e state m the form ol a pronouneement o indecent dress
g This pronouncement has todo with the zrosing near nudity that characierioe
the dressimg of prostitoies. which the stale has deemed under the public pursics
to judge and condemn. This response mechanism, ey e, is agan an abdication
af the siate o address prostitution divectly (perhaps as it supports the growth of
e ey Tor i contront it necd i oversee the ceonomic well-bemg ol 1ls cilisens
particularls the poor and unemployed. inthis pres arca of regulation and the infor
mality of the prostitution business. the police have once again eaploiled the policy
and virtually define anvithing as indecent dressing. As a result, the immediate vie-
tin b this charge. in most cases female. beoomes harassed 1o such a [rengaed point
that they prefer o pas money and be extorted in order to be det po. The “palicy”
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Herefore, results m profiteering by the police and extends the gender bias aginst
wamen. [Uis mstructive that while male politicians and businessmen, amongst oth-
ers. are driving the demand for prostitution, the pronouncement wis ssocd against
wamen. Furthermaore, the pronouncement only works to provide extra remunera-
tion te the police. There are as ver no court records on people arraigned on charpes
of indecent dressing. but there are numernus, poigiant stoees about how police
extort monies from their victims. Indeed, it s a policy response that continues o
creulpate males, who engage m the business as prosutules. recruil women and do
socwirthin unpversity and high schools, and can be out in the streets and elsewhere
without harassment

Conclusion

Fhe tocus of the chapter has been on the problematic of eking out a sate and unper-
turbed livelihood for the social cateeore of, prostitutes, who are no less human than
any ather person who is compelled 1o pursue and secure means for seli-survival
Maoted in recorded history as the oldest profession. prostitution. howeser, yel o cam
acceptability throughout the world as W permit it a Gair atmosphere of operation
and vne that humanizes and protects its laborers. 10 instead s an unrecognized and
demeaned professional role. a stutus that is given largely because 11 is perceived a
murally abhorrent and socially repulsive. The mounting restraints to prostitution as
ameans ol livelihood owes much to hostle and biased social norms; the inahilit o
recoznize the professionalism of sex workers, the devalued wdentity of the demale)
prostitute; the enforcement agencies that criminalize workers rather than regulaw
and muonitor their working conditions and condemn the practices, institutions, and
persons thal create abusive and exploitative relations within the husiness.

U the other hand. the very biased rendition of the prosttute as the woman has
engendered a climate of discoimination that disadvantages women. By seeing the
lemale as the prostitute and a criminal and the male as merely @ clicnt, two distine
standards of evaluation are put in place for parties who are inextricably bound
and complicit in the business ol prostitution, Both collaborators are mevitable
tor the business to function. and should cquitably share in hoth the wiins and the
pains of the business. The gender bias, produced within patriarcha . anchors this
laulty rendering of the prostutute. which assizgns a protective cover oo males and
produces temales as culpable. Lnthis case. the woman hecomes the reason prostitg-
tion exasta, the eriminal pary of the crime, and the ones that need w be punished,
revducated, resociahized, and, when victimized, are w blame

Mhe clients are then lell free W reseme their ambitions and recrustment witho
perturhation, In so doing, the state and s agencies, ally themselves with males and
therr freedom to seek bodily pleasures and in some cases social statis, bt insis
that the woman who prostitutes for fiscal suevival should be cHectivels constrained
and is vutside the boundanies of prstection. The women and ther presence within
urban space become ‘policed” and muwrally opposed. while city prostitaion con-
tinues to prow and benefit the urban cconomy The unregulated business proves
attractive 1o politicians. burcaucrats, businessmen. and others. and the alarming
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recryiting of under-aoed pirls and temale students proceeds. This context. along
with Tuck of legal regulations and no formal ban on the pracnice within cities, has
aiven rise o enforcement agencies, who use the social and moral outrage agains
the female prostitute o regulate the husiness as they see fit This often leads 1o
chloreement as extortion and us an abuse that can be more easily perpetrated

Against the female prostioune who alsa fears the public seruting of legal proceed-
ings. Asaresule the stripping of funds from the fermale prostitute and the message
that her social identite is not protected or welcomed within the city, further shrinks
her capacity Tor survival ina space that already offers her Tittle 1o the assuage the
problem of existence
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