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Abstract : -

The target year for the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by the United Nations is 2015
with 1990 as baseline -25vewar span. There were eight MDGs covering such areas as poverty
eradication, heualth improvement, econaomic empowerment of women, education and
sustainability. In response, the Federal Government initicted the Nationa! Economic
Empowerment and Development Strategies (NEEDS) programme and the State Governments
Jollowed suit with State Economic Empowerment and Development Strategies (SEEDS). The
NEEDS and SEEDS programmes were geared towards the achievement of the MDGs in Nigeria.
This paper examines the contributions of ICT in the achievement of the MDGs in Nigeria
particutariy withrespect to poverty alleviation and economic empowerment of women.
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health care, water, etc. Gtecnberg (2005)
defincs poverty as a situation of insufficicnt
matcrial resources, poor access to hcalth carc
and cducation, lack of rights, fircedom,
economic and social cmpowerment and
opportunities.

The average Nigerian is poor, hungry
and helpless despite the various cconomic
cmpowerment programmes of the
govcrmment. Figure | shows thc poverty
pereentage incidence in Nigeria.

Introduction

Poverty scems to have beccome a natural
phcnomena in the under-developed and
developing countries. It is a relative term that
means diffcrent things to different categorics
of people; to the international community, it
simply means living on less than $2 per day; to
the average Nigerian, it is the inability to
acquirc the basic nceds of life; to the working
class, it i1s the lack of access to basic
government services such as education, food,

eg -

70 4
g-’ //"
o : . - o~
a - ra
= 2 i -
S 5 -
= i
=2 P
32
2.
o 3
a -
@ ]
Tn
o
= o
@
Q
L -
®» 10
TR S— s m geasEs : ; . A S SR 2
1975 1980 a5 L 1995 2000 2004 2000 2015
Year

Figure 1: Poverty percentage Incidence in Nigeria (Source: Nigerian Burcau of Statistics, 2012).
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We note that the poor population percentage
has always been on the increase since 1980
irrespective of the various economic
intervention programmes and policics of the

government. This has also translated to a
direct increase in the total poor populace (see
Figure 2).
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Figure 2: Nigeria's poverty ‘population (Source: Nigerian Burcau of Statistics, 2012).

The Nigerian scenario is onc in which the
poor get poorer whilc the rich get richer. The
major challenge of the Nigerian government
therefore remains the cradication of poverty.
The Nigerian poverty casc shows that poverty

knows no educational boundary since both the
non-cducated, and all others with various
forms of cducation (formal, technical or
vocational}are not spared (scc Table 1),

Table 1: Rclative poverty incidence by cducational level of head

of household

(%o

Educational level

2009 Relative poverty level

National Poverty Incidence -

No form of cducation

FSLC

Vocational / Comimnecrcial
JSS

58S or O Levcl

NCE / OND

BA or HND

Technical / Professional
Masters

Doctorate

65
754
62.0
67.3
70.3
53.06
47.8
43.5
70.1

18.6
28.3

(Source: Nigerian Bureau of Statistics, 2012)
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The Nigerian govemment has at various
times confronted poverty through her several
economic empowerment schemes such as: the
Youth Enterprisc with Innovation in Nigeria
(YouWIN); the National Economic
Empowerment and Development Strategy
(NEEDS); the Millennium Devclopment
Goals (MDGs) - a global approach aimed at
addressing extreme poverty and hunger -
universal primary education, women
empowerment and gender equality, high
infant (under five years) mortality rate, high
maternal mortality rate, the spread of diseases
(especially HIV/AIDS and malaria),
environmental sustainability and global
partnership for development; the National
Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP);
the Vision 2019; the Better Life Programme
etc. Thesc giant strides notwithstanding,
Nigerians still rank among the very poor
peoples of the world. Adeyemo (1991),
Igbuzor (2006), Odumodu (2008) and many
others have attributed this to poor resource
utilization and corruption. We appraisc the
possibility of Information and
Communication Technologies (ICTs) in
ensuring poverty eradication and economic
cmpowerment for the Nigerian populace and
the Nigerian nation. Several authors have x-
rayed the potential of ICTs for development
and growth {scc Wilson and Gapsis, 2014;

Santhirasegaram, 2013; Tersoo, 2013; Clarke,
Wylied & Zomer, 2013; Owolabi, Oyewole,
& Oke, 2013; Akujorctal., 2013; 2009).

The Information and Communication
Technologies (ICT) Intervention
Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) is an umbrella term that includes any
communication device or application
encompassing radio, television, ccllular
phones, computers and networks, hardwares
and softwares, satellite systems, ctc. Assar,
Amrani and Watson (2009) described ICTs as
fundamental infrastructure for cconomic
development and growth. ICTs have the
capacity to: catalyze economic, social and
human development; create opportunities for
new enterprises, connect people and create
access to a large volume of data or
information.

[CTs were very strange tools to our
system in Nigeria until more recently-around
the beginning of the new millennium when its
use and acceptability became widespread as if
gaincd more ground by the day. For example,
since the inception of the Global System of
Mobile Communication, its usc has gained
more acceptability and usage in the day to day
activities of most Nigerians (see Figure 3).
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Figure 3; Active telephone lines in Nigeria (

1

Data Source: Nigerian Bureau of Statistics)
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The intemet use and acceptability is also growing in leaps and bounds by the day as

shown in Figure 4.

= & 8 % L] & -3

Percentage Population Using Intemet

1990

The Nigerian economy has the capacity for
growth with the sustained adoption and
continued integration of ICTs in her activities,
The emergence of the Global System of
Mobile Communication (GSM) in 2001

resulted in faster economic growth across -

several sectors of the economy. ICTs have
brought transparency and as such, economic
empowerment to farmers since its
introduction in the way and manner fertilizers
and farm inputs arc distributed in Nigeria.
This is evident in the fact that we no longer
hear people (farmers) complain about the
dissemination of fertilizers again. We can
leverage more on this in the agricultural sector
in the areas of:

- Dissemination of information about
availability of agricultural producc,
thereby reducing wastages

- -Linking producers of raw materials to end
users

+ Dissemination of weather and climate
information to farmers

- Educating farmers on modem and best
agricultural practices.

All these would reduce poverty and
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Figure 4: Internet usage population in Nigeria (Data Source: The World Bank).
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economically empower those.in this sector.
The introduction of ICTs in this sector has
enhanced the dissemination of knowledge.
Further enhancement can be brought into the
sectors through the sustained use of ICTs in
the way and manner the sector is administered

from teaching, to mentoring, to
administration and leadership. This would
reduce unnccessary wastage of time and
resources and enhance educational delivery
thereby equipping the citizenry for economic
boom. For example, the Federal Government
of Nigeria introduced the Integrated
Personnel and Payroll System (IPPIS) to
ensurc transparency and accountability in the
public and civil service.

ICTs provide real opportunities for
people to access vital information that can
lcad to wealth and economic empowerment.
ICTs also provide rcal opportunities for
curbing corruption and leakages, thereby
enhancing savings and security of investment.

Conclusion
The positive trend in the adoption and
acceptability of ICTs has made it imperative



to integrate it into our national development
strategy. Data and information gathering
would become ecasy and can be used for the
purposes of planning, governance, leadership,
mentorship and trust building. The number of
those reached would grow at the same ratc
ICTs are generally acceptable. There is the
need to sustain the current interest and use of
ICTs in our day to day activities and also the
need to introduce ICT into the other facets of
life and economy in which it (JICT) has not yct
beenbrought to.
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