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Abstract

Ihe study evaluated the minimum initial capital requirement, growth in capital investment and
employment generation af SMEs in the Niger Delta region of MNigeria. This 1= based on the
premise that if the afare mentioned are known, potential investors would know the cnterprise
type/ activity to invest in. A sample of 400 SMFs across four states of the regiocnwere selected;
data were analysed using descriptive statistics The results of the analysis showed that initial
capital investment varied considerably among the enterprises within and across the states; s0
wore the growth in capital invested and employment generating capacities. Using the average
number of persons currently employed per enterprise type as a proxy for employment
generating capacity, ten enterprise types were identified for each state. It was therefore
recommended that a combination of the indices evaluated can be used in funding SMEs in the
region/ expanding existing ones for youth empowerment.
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