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Members of Council and Senate
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pistinguished Ladies & Gentlemen

I do not propose now te tire you with a long address
but I beq you, in the words of Francls Bacon, "stay a
little, that we may make an end the sooner™. All I wish
to do is to =sxplailn briefly the layout of this campus and
the works currently in progress.
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Wwe are now near what will be the focal point of the
Univaersity where several axes meet, The Academic Axis,
running the centre of the academlc area, will go straight
down From the focal point near here to the river Otamiri,
on cur western side, following a line more or less paral-
lel to this road. At the focal point over there it will
be jolned by the 3ccial Axis comlng in at an angle from
roughly the directlon of our entry to the alte today, and
passing from the sports facilities and through the stu-
dents' resldential area, A third axlis will come cut thils
way from the focal polnt through the Engineering work-
shops, and a fourth agls will pass between zome of the
academlic bulldings and on toe the Universlty Tarm on the

southern slde aof the site.

The Academlc end soclal Axes will be marked by
footways only, and the motor roads will skirt round the
edges of the academic and soclal areas,., The way we have
entered from Ihlagwa will be the =econd access road
skirting the social area, on which design work 1s being
conducted by our own experts wlithin the unilversity. The
maln access road will start on the other side of the
river Otamlirl from a point on the road towards Oblnze,
come round and across the river on the University's own
bridge and then run up on the southern slde of the
academlie area to about this point, Ancther road will
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branch off and go round the northern side o the academic
area, linking up with the main access road down near the
bridge, The main access road, the bridge and the roads
around the academic area are now tunder construction,

scheduled for completion early in 1986.

It was near the entry to our site alongy the secondary
access road that, by historical chance, a conflict of
interests arose some time ago between the Univer:ity and
the Catholic Misslon. e are extremely grateful to the
Military Sovernor, Imo state, for having resolved that
lssue in a way that has preserved the intearity of the
University¥s Waster Plan,

I would like to mention another problem which is of
gome concern to the Unlversity although strictly outslde
i1ts boundarles. The State highways from Obinze and from
Ihiagwa have been constructed but the twaln have not met
because the linking bridge over the Ctamiri river has
still to be bullt, The roads and bridge within the Uni-
versity campus will, of course, be private, so that
through traffle will not be able to pass between CObinze
on the Port Harcourt recad and Ihlagwa and bevend to the
Aba read unlers the bridge is built on the public hilghway.
‘e have earlior asked that, when it 15 to be built, which
we hope will not bhe delayed, the lavel of the brildae



should be high enough to allow for a road to qo below
linking this part of the campus to a resldential area
oh the other slde of the river and north of the public
highways This will be in the general interest as 1t
will minimize the dangers of traffic congestion or
accidents where University roads cross over the publie

road.

The building which we are able to erect on the
Permanent sitce at thls stage will be around us hare,
In the fchool of Zngineering & Engineering Technology
there will be two vorkshops near to each other. Ini-
tially thess will have to servs as laboratories and to
some extent locturs theatres and offlcaes as well,
limiting thoeidr effeoctlveness as workshops. The school
of Natural 2 Applied Bciences will have a building
intended eventually for Industrial Chemistry alons,
but for now serving the whole school for the more
advanced classes, and even then, lazvin| one wing to
be added latar. @inally a small part of the Ichool
of Agriculture & Agrizultural Technology will be built
to serve as a multi-purpose bullding for the School.

Much furthor development will be needed latasr in
all these Schools before they are complete, even for t
existing programmes of study. That is as far as our

funding will take us at present,
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The 3chool of Management Technology and the carly
years of teaching in all schools will not be covered
here, but will have to continue for the time being over
on our Lake Nwaesbere Campus. We can provide for no
students or staff to reslde here at present, and they
will have to come here just for classes and then qgo
back againe. There will at pressnt be no Library, no
Health services, noe Administration, no catering facl-
lities, no Maintenance Yard here, FEven fully equipplng
these bulla2ings and bringing in water and electricity
supplies prasent problems #hat we have stlll fully to
solve,

That censtruction work has bequn is a great advance,
and 1s fittingly to be marked by the unveiling of the
Foundation Plague, but we shall still be very far indeed
from having a full-fledged Univeraity on this site, This
underlines Ehe slagnificance of our Endowment rund and
also of our appeals to Governmant and the National
Universities Commission to understand our problems and to
increase their financial provizion in the next Five-yeaar
Flan period.

Before I end, and the Visitor is invited to unveil
the Foundation 'lague, I should like to welcome the



rapresantatives of the nelaghbouring communltisas who are
presant here with us todavy.

We have all along tried to deal openly and firankly
with them, explaining our objectives, needs and problems,
and listening to their nneds and problems s0 as to work
in barmony. They have always shown us that they welcoma
the Universlty's coming in thelr mldst, and they have
cooperated greatly with us in makdng land available, I
hope that this mutual cooperation and frankness will
gndure for all time, and that the University's presence
will 1inde=d be of general beneflt,

Dlstinguished Ladies and Gantlemsn, it only remains
for me now ko invite our Chancellor to laad our visltor,
the Head of the Federal Militapy Govarnment and Commander-
in=Chisf of the Armed Forces, through his representative,
Brigadler Ike Mwachukwy, Military Governor of Ime itate,

to unvell the University's Foundation Plague,

Honourzble Chancellor, sir.
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